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The Church celebrates this Palm Sunday in an extra-ordinary way, in the sense that many people will 

not congregate as they are used to in their respectful churches because of the Coronavirus pandemic. 

Nevertheless, we are called to walk with Jesus to Golgotha. 

This time of year we are called to remember and relive the events which brought about our redemption 

and salvation.  

What we commemorate and relive during this week is not just Jesus’ dying and rising, but our own 

dying and rising in him, which will result in our healing, reconciliation, and redemption but most 

importantly, hope for the future.  

Attentive participation in the Holy Week liturgy either in the comfort of our homes or through following 

it online, or other form of social media, will deepen our relationship with God, increase our Faith and 

strengthen our lives as disciples of Jesus.  

This liturgy combines contrasting moments, one of glory and another of suffering. 

The royal welcome of Jesus in Jerusalem, and the drama of the trial culminating in his crucifixion, death 

and burial all manifested in this moment. 

These events should resonate on what is happening in the world amidst of this Covid-19 pandemic, we 

on our part should invite Jesus the sufferer to come and rescue us. 

Jesus organises his own parade into the city that was destined to kill him.  

It seems puzzling - not only to go voluntarily to the place where your innocence will not protect you, 

but to enter the arena of your own execution in the midst of songs and acclamation. 

Mathew tell us that all this commotion throws the city into turmoil as the people seek to discover “Who 

is this?”  

The city people are told that this is the prophet Jesus of Nazareth, from up north in Galilee.  Mathew tell 

us that all of Jesus’ disciples deserted him, one betrayed him with a kiss; another denied him with curses , 

confronted with fight or flight. Their fear made the decision.  

When the passion comes it brings with it pressing question. Can you still attach yourself to this man 

when all authorities are ranged against him?  

Can you still believe in Jesus when you faced the direction of Golgotha? The direction of perceived 

death?  

These are hard questions that will keep on resonating on our mind throughout this week and months  

to follow, sometimes it will seem as if we are going nowhere. There is a lot of death around us, in our 

world and families. Jesus too will soon die.  

The fear of death has always haunted people, like it has haunted Dr Johnson. He said that there was 

never a moment in his life when death was not terrible for him.  

 



He declared, ‘The fear of death is so natural to man that all life is one long effort to think about it” .  

Death is fearful because for most people it is passing into the unknown, into the uncertain.  

There are few people though who are not scared of death; they see death approaching them and yet 

march toward it.  

Martin Luther King was one of such persons. Mr King was shot dead on 4 th April 1968. A day before his 

assassination on 3rd April, when he was addressing a public gathering foreseeing his death, he said, “I 

know we have difficult days ahead, but it doesn’t matter with me now, I have been to the mountain top, 

like anybody, I would like to live a long life, but I’m not concerned about that now.  I just want to do 

God’s will and he has allowed me to go up to the mountain, I have looked over and I have seen the 

promised land, I may not get there with you, but I want you to know tonight that we as people will get 

to the promised land”  

This should be our mentality as we build our hope in God on this calamity facing the world. 

Jesus came into this world to conquer death, all people are born into this world to live, but Jesus came 

into this world to die; his death was not a passive resignation, but an active embrace of it in order to 

conquer it. 

Today we recall the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem and hear again the story of the passion,  why should 

we remember the pain and suffering of Jesus?  

 “Whenever you do this, do it in memory of me”. When a community decides to remember suffering, 

their memory becomes a remonstration and they ask themselves what is our contribution to this? 

 What can we do to alleviate the suffering? Remembering of pain demands a future that is more than a 

repetition of the past.  

That is why the memory of suffering is dangerous. In recalling the suffering of the victim there is a 

remonstration that this is not to be repeated again.  

There should be no innocent victims. 

The memory also serves to make us aware of the crosses that are in our midst, the dead , the sick and 

those affected by the sick.  

The memory of Jesus’ passion educates us to pay attention to the suffering of others and our  own.  

The cross demands that attention should be paid.  

So, today as we pay attention to the suffering of Jesus let us pay attention too to all who are victims of 

Coronavirus. May Almighty God come to our assistance and see us through this pandemic. 

May Mother Mary walk with us in this valley of darkest we’re experiencing this time. 

 

 

 

 
 


