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In the lead-up to the Plenary Council, Catholic communities are being asked to reflect on what the Holy 
Spirit is asking of the Australian Church today.  This type of discernment has been and still is, a part of 
Christian life for centuries, but it might be something new to many.  

In today’s Gospel Jesus says, “I shall ask the Father and He shall give you another helper an Advocate: The 
Holy Spirit. 

The disciples were heartbroken that Jesus was going away from them.  They were troubled as to how they 
would face life in the absence of Jesus.  It is then that Jesus assured them that He would ask the Father to 
send the Advocate: The Holy spirit to them to be with them forever and assist them.  This Spirt of God is 
what we are invited to listen to always when we have life challenges. 

The first reading describes the success of Philip, one of the first Seven Deacons, among the despised 
Samaritans and explains how the converted Samaritans received their first anointing of the Holy Spirit 
through the imposition of hands by the Apostles Peter and John.  

In the second reading, Peter shows us why we need to live God-fearing lives.  The Holy Spirit makes it 
possible for us believers to live amid opposition and persecution.  

Taken from the “Last Supper Discourse,” the Gospel describes the gift Jesus will ask the Father to send, 
the Holy Spirit, the Divine Advocate and Counsellor, in those who obey Jesus’ commandments.  At this 
“Last Supper,” Jesus was preparing His disciples for the day when He would no longer be with them 
physically.  

So, Jesus promised to ask the Father to send the Holy Spirit upon the Church.  The Gospel reminds us that 
the Holy Spirit causes Jesus to be truly present in the Church.  

The risen Jesus’ continued presence in us through the Holy Spirit gives meaning and purpose to all we are 
and all we go through as believers.  The Spirit reveals to us what God is really like by empowering us to 
practice mutual love and by providing us with trustworthy guidance.   

Dwelling within us, the Holy Spirit enables us to manifest our love for God by observing the 
commandments of Jesus, especially the commandment of love.  This commandment includes commands 
to recognize Jesus in the neediest, in the poor, in the sick, in the marginalized and to be agents of healing 
and reconciliation in a broken and divided world. 

Looking back now over almost 2,000 years of the Church's history, we can see how this promise has been 
fulfilled.  There have been heretics who have threatened the very continuance of the Church as God's 
faithful people on earth, but the Spirit has guided the Church.  

There have been crises and catastrophes caused by human weakness, yet the Church has survived and 
spread and continued to send saints to heaven because of the direct and active aid of the Holy Spirit.  
During those two thousand years great empires have risen and fallen, but the Church of God is still 
standing.  

Jesus promised that the Spirit will be given to all those who love Him and keep His commandments.  This 
Spirit will sustain us through the persecution and struggles of life.  With that Spirit in us we can continue 
the ancient Christian practice of puzzling people with the hope that is in us, despite all we go through. 

May mother Mary walk with us in this valley of tears and uncertainties. 


