
Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord, Year A        24 May 2020 

So then the Lord Jesus, after he spoke to them, was taken up into heaven and took his seat at the right hand of God. But they went forth and 
preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the word through accompanying signs. Mark 16:19-20 (Year B) 

Jesus completes His mission on Earth and ascends into Heaven to take His seat on His glorious throne for all eternity.   Or does 
He?  The answer is yes and no. Yes, He does take His seat on His glorious throne, but no, He does not complete His mission on Earth. 
The Ascension is both the end and the beginning.  It’s a transition to the next phase in the perfect plan of the Father.  And 
understanding the way this plan unfolds should leave us in wonder and awe. 

Sure, the Apostles were probably somewhat frightened and confused.  Jesus was with them, then He died, then He rose and 
appeared various times, and then He ascended to the Father before their eyes.  But He also told them that it is good that He goes.  In 
fact, He said that it’s better that He goes.  They must have been confused.  Jesus also told them His Advocate would come to lead 
them into all Truth.  So the Apostles went from joy, to fear, to relief and more joy, to confusion and sorrow, to curiosity and 
uncertainty.  

Sound familiar?  Perhaps that’s the way some find their lives to be.  Ups and downs, twists and turns, joys and sorrows.  Each phase 
reveals something new, something challenging, something glorious or something sorrowful.  The good news is that the Father’s plan 
is unfolding perfectly. 

The part of the perfect plan we find ourselves in with this solemnity is the part where Jesus begins to direct His mission of 
establishing the Kingdom of God from Heaven.  His throne is, in a sense, the driver’s seat of our lives.  From Heaven, Jesus suddenly 
begins to descend continuously into our lives fulfilling His mission in and through the Apostles, as well as all of us.   The Ascension 
does not mean Jesus is gone; rather, it means Jesus is now present to each and every person who turns to Him and surrenders their 
life to His mission.  From Heaven, Jesus is able to be present to all.  He is able to live in us and invites us to live in Him.  It’s the new 
beginning of the Church.  Now all the Apostles need to do is wait for the Holy Spirit to descend.  

Reflect, today, upon the abiding and intimate presence of our Lord in your life.  Know that Jesus invites you to share in His 
mission.  From His glorious throne He wants us to “preach everywhere.”  He wants to invite each one of us to do our part.  The part 
of the Father’s plan entrusted to each one of us is not entrusted to another.  We all have a share in that plan.  What is your 
part?  How does Jesus direct His mission through you?  Ponder this question today and know that He accompanies you as you say 
“Yes” to your part in the glorious unfolding of His perfect plan. 

Lord, I do find that my life is filled with many ups, downs, twists and turns.  There are joys and sorrows, moments of confusion and 
clarity.  In all things help me to continually say “Yes” to Your plan.  Jesus, I trust in You. 

Today’s Readings:  Acts 1:1-11;  Eph 1:17-23;  Mt 28:16-20 

 Entrance Antiphon:  Men of Galilee, why gaze in wonder at the Heavens?  This Jesus whom you saw ascending into 
heaven will return as you saw him go, alleluia. 

 Responsorial Psalm: Ps 46:2-3, 6-9.  R. v. 6 

R.  God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, alleluia!  Go and teach all people my gospel.  I am with you always, until the end of the 
world.  Alleluia! 

Communion Antiphon: Behold, I am with you always, even to the end of the age, alleluia. 

Next Week:  Acts 2:1-11;  1 Cor 12:3-7, 12-13;  Jn 20:19-23 

We acknowledge and  pay respect to the Darug and Gundugarra People and their elders - the traditional custodians of the land on which we gather 
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Recently Deceased:  Laszlo Somogyi 

Sick:  Kate Moore, Eva Fitzgerald, Pamela Pereira, Nicholas Zdon, Richard Kemmis, Melissa Baxter, Mary Ellen 

Schell, Sue Downes, Joan Eastwood, Gwen Daly, Kerry Aitken, Anthony O’Connell, Wal & Anne Knoke, Angela 

Brown, Lea Dardenne, Matthew Christie, Nathan Duffy, Francisco Robles, Teresita Robles, Susie Ziino, Patricia 

Duffy, Sarah Walke, Jackie Davies, Kimberly Cusack, Carole & Brian Proops, Margaret Healy, Colleen Lusty, 

Lorna Lyons, Christopher Coombs, Lucinda Goodwin, Angela Coombs, Leila Baker, Mary Coombs, Slawcia 

Pisarska, Luca Hurley (Child), Joan Lohrey, Sarah & Thomas McGoram, Frances Hinder, Shirley Anderson, 

Peter Doherty, Val Hardy, Carmel Chetcuti, Liz Miles, Emile Amine, Taunu Gaitau, Janice Glassington, Helen 

Meville, Susan Solomon, Thomas Glavas,  

and all Private Intentions. 

Due to the strict privacy laws, names of the deceased and sick can only be included in the Bulletin with the permission of the immediate family. Thank you. 

Schools in our Parish 

 

 

 

St Thomas Aquinas Primary School 

Principal - Miss Marina Hardy 4723 3800 

 

 

 

St Columba’s Catholic College 

Principal - Mr Paul Ryan 4754 1022  

When you can’t make it to Mass and are stuck 

at home, send your guardian angel to church to 

intercede for you! 

O HOLY ANGEL at my side, go to Church for me, 
Kneel in my place, at Holy Mass, where I desire to be. 

At Offertory, in my stead, take all I am and own, 
And place it as a sacrifice upon the Altar Throne. 

At Holy Consecration’s bell, adore with Seraph’s love, 
My Jesus hidden in the Host, come down from Heaven above. 

Then pray for those I dearly love, and those who cause me grief, 
That Jesus’ Blood may cleanse all hearts, and suff’ring souls relieve. 

And when the priest Communion takes, oh, bring my Lord to me, 
That His sweet Heart may rest on mine, and I His temple be. 

Pray that this Sacrifice Divine, may mankind’s sins efface; 
Then bring me Jesus’ blessing home, the pledge of every grace. Amen 

Weekend Masses 

Following on from our weekday Masses (Tuesday 9.30 am,  Wednesday 9.30 am, Thursday 9.30 am and Friday 9.30 am), 
we are able to offer weekend Masses as follows - 

 Springwood Saturday, 5.00 pm Vigil Mass and  Sunday, 9.45 am Mass 
    (See below on how to book) 

 Lawson  Saturday, 5.00 pm Vigil Mass and  Sunday, 8.30 am Mass 
    (Please phone Lawson Parish on 4759 1035 to book directly for their Masses) 

 A maximum number of 10 persons only will be able to attend as well as 1 Acolyte and 1 Reader to assist Father.  
Attendance at any Mass MUST be booked via the Parish Office on 4754 1052 during office hours Tuesday to Friday 
8.30 to 3.30 pm.  NO EXCEPTIONS WILL BE ALLOWED. 

If you have booked and wake up feeling unwell on the day, PLEASE DO NOT ATTEND THE MASS.  Some of these 
Masses will be live-streamed.  

REMEMBER 
IT IS IMPERATIVE TO MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCING AT ALL TIMES WHILST IN THE CHURCH 

Message from the Vicar for Communications 

The June edition of the Catholic Outlook has been suspended due to COVID-19.  You are still able to read and access the 
digital version of Catholic Outlook via catholicoutlook.org and https://www.catholicoutlook.org/subscribe/. 

Once Government restrictions have been fully lifted, the print production will resume with the next edition scheduled 
for September 2020. 

UPDATES:  Remember to keep up to date via our Website and our Facebook Page for ever changing information. 


