Pentecost Sunday Solemnity, Year A 31 May 2020

St Thomas Aquinas Parish Bulletin 168 Hawkesbury Road, Springwood NSW 2777

h/ _ , PO Box 4410, Winmalee NSW 2777
' ' Phone: 4754 1052

Email: sta@internode.on.net / springwood@parracatholic.org

Parish Website: www.stachurchspringwood.org.au
Parish Facebook Page: St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Community Springwood
Parish Priest: Fr Paul Slyney - 4754 1052. Emergency: 0418 461 316
Assistant Priest: Fr Michael Gathuku - 4754 1052. Emergency: 0474 272 605
Parish Pastoral Council: Email - springwoodppc@gmail.com
Parish Office Hours: Tuesdays to Fridays 8.30 am - 3.30 pm

Weekend Masses: Saturday Vigil Mass 5.00 pm, Sunday 9.45 am

Weekday Mass: Tuesdays - Thursdays 9.30 am

Rosary & Devotions: No Devotions until further notice

Adoration, Rosary & Chaplet: No Adoration or Devotions until further notice

Intercession & Adoration: None until further notice

Baptisms: No Baptisms until further notice

Reconciliation: By appointment

Weddings: By appointment - restricted numbers

Funerals: By appointment - restricted numbers

And suddenly there came from the sky a noise like a strong driving wind, and it filled the entire house in which they were.
Then there appeared to them tongues as of fire, which parted and came to rest on each one of them. And they were all
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in different tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim. Acts 2:2-4

Do you think there was really a “noise like a strong driving wind” at this first outpouring of the Holy Spirit? And do you
think there really were “tongues as of fire” that came and rested on everyone? Well, there most likely was! Why else
would have it been recorded that way in the Scriptures?

These physical manifestations of the coming of the Holy Spirit were made present for numerous reasons. One reason
was so that these first recipients of the full outpouring of the Holy Spirit would have concretely understood that
something amazing was happening. By seeing and hearing these physical manifestations of the Holy Spirit they were
more properly disposed to understand that God was doing something awesome. And then, upon seeing and hearing
these manifestations, they were touched by the Holy Spirit, consumed, filled and set on fire. They suddenly discovered
within themselves the promise Jesus made and they finally began to understand. Pentecost changed their lives!

We most likely have not seen and heard these physical manifestations of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, but we
should rely upon the witness of those in the Scriptures to allow ourselves to arrive at a deep and transforming faith that
the Holy Spirit is real and wants to enter our lives in the same way. God wants to set our hearts on fire with His love,
strength and grace so as to effectively live lives that effect change in the world. Pentecost is not only about us becoming
holy, it’s also about us being given all we need to go forth and bring the holiness of God to all those we
encounter. Pentecost enables us to be powerful instruments of the transforming grace of God. And there is no doubt
that the world around us needs this grace.

As we celebrate Pentecost it would be helpful to ponder the primary effects of the Holy Spirit in a prayerful way. Over
the page are the Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit. These Gifts are the primary effects of Pentecost for each and every one
of us. Use them as an examination of your life and let God show you where you need to grow more deeply in the
strength of the Holy Spirit.

Lord, send forth Your Spirit in my life and set me on fire with the Gifts of Your Spirit. Holy Spirit, | invite You to
take possession of my soul. Come Holy Spirit, come and transform my life. Holy Spirit, | trust in You.

Today’s Readings: Acts 2:1-11; 1 Cor 12:3-7, 12-13; Jn 20:19-23

Entrance Antiphon: The Spirit of the Lord has filled the whole world and that which contains all things understands what is
said, alleluia.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 103:1, 24, 29-31, 34. R.v. 30
R. Lord, send out your Spirit and renew the face of the earth.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your
love. Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon: They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke of the marvels of God, alleluia.
Next Week: Ex 34:4-6, 8-9; 2 Cor 13:11-13; Jn 3:16-18

We acknowledge and pay respect to the Darug and Gundugarra People and their elders - the traditional custodians of the land on which we gather


https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Acts%202.2-4
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Q’f) Recently Deceased: Laszlo Somogyi

Sick: Kate Moore, Eva Fitzgerald, Pamela Pereira, Nicholas Zdon, Melissa Baxter, Mary Ellen Schell, Sue
Downes, Joan Eastwood, Gwen Daly, Kerry Aitken, Anthony O’Connell, Wal & Anne Knoke, Angela Brown, Lea
Dardenne, Matthew Christie, Nathan Duffy, Francisco Robles, Teresita Robles, Susie Ziino, Patricia Duffy,
Sarah Walke, Jackie Davies, Kimberly Cusack, Carole & Brian Proops, Margaret Healy, Colleen Lusty, Lorna
Lyons, Christopher Coombs, Lucinda Goodwin, Angela Coombs, Leila Baker, Mary Coombs, Slawcia Pisarska,
Luca Hurley (Child), Joan Lohrey, Sarah & Thomas McGoram, Frances Hinder, Shirley Anderson, Peter
Doherty, Val Hardy, Carmel Chetcuti, Liz Miles, Emile Amine, Taunu Gaitau, Janice Glassington, Helen Meville,
Susan Solomon, Thomas Glavas,

and all Private Intentions.
Due to the strict privacy laws, names of the deceased and sick can only be included in the Bulletin with the permission of the immediate family. Thank you.

When you can’t make it to Mass and are stuck Schools in our Parish

intercede for you!

O HOLY ANGEL at my side, go to Church for me,
Kneel in my place, at Holy Mass, where | desire to be.

At Offertory, in my stead, take all | am and own, St Thomas Aquinas Primary School

And place it as a sacrifice upon the Altar Throne. Principal - Miss Marina Hardy 4723 3800
At Holy Consecration’s bell, adore with Seraph’s love, ST COLUMBA'S
My Jesus hidden in the Host, come down from Heaven above. ATHOLIGCOITEGE
Then pray for those | dearly love, and those who cause me grief, M

That Jesus’ Blood may cleanse all hearts, and suff’ring souls relieve. NS
ACT JUSTLY
And when the priest Communion takes, oh, bring my Lord to me,

That His sweet Heart may rest on mine, and | His temple be. St Columba’s Catholic College

Pray that this Sacrifice Divine, may mankind'’s sins efface; o
Then bring me Jesus’ blessing home, the pledge of every grace. Amen Principal - Mr Paul Ryan 4754 1022

Important Message for STA Parishioners

There has been NO change at this stage to the number of parishioners allowed to attend our Parish Masses. Please do not turn up
to any Mass unannounced because we are unable to allow more than 10 people to attend.

We sincerely apologise to everyone and hope you appreciate the situation we are in. We anticipate the numbers to increase in
the coming fortnight.

A maximum number of 10 persons only will be able to attend as well as 1 Acolyte and 1 Reader to assist Father. Attendance any
Mass MUST be booked via the Parish Office on 4754 1052 during office hours Tuesday to Friday 8.30 am to 3.30 pm. NO
EXCEPTIONS WILL BE ALLOWED.
If you have booked and wake up feeling unwell on the day, PLEASE DO NOT ATTEND THE MASS. Some of these Masses will be
live-streamed.

REMEMBER - IT IS IMPERATIVE TO MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCING AT ALL TIMES WHILST IN THE CHURCH

Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit

Fear of the Lord: With this gift the Christian becomes keenly aware of anything that may hurt his/her relationship with God. There
is a holy “fear” of hurting this relationship and grace is given to avoid these things at all cost.

Wisdom: With this gift the Christian is given a special grace to “ponder divine realities” in his/her speculative reason. We are able
to see the big picture and know how best to be an instrument of peace and harmony in our world.

Understanding: This is the ability to have a supernatural assurance of the matters of faith. Life makes sense. We can make sense
of the deeper parts of revelation, make sense of suffering and understand those things that tempt us to doubt. With this gift we
come to see how everything in life can work for good in accordance with God’s plan.

Knowledge: With this gift the Christian knows, more in the practical intellect, what God’s will is in this or that situation. We know
how to live, how to discern God’s will and what decision to make in our daily life. It also enables us to learn from our past mistakes.

Counsel: With this gift the Christian sees him/herself as a link in a chain which makes up the entire Church. God uses each one of
us to help and support one another on our journey. We know what to say and how to act so as to do our part to build up one
another.

Fortitude: Simply put, it is a firmness of mind and spirit to do good and avoid evil. It’s a sort of Christian courage. The Gospel will
call all of us to a radical life of love. Fortitude gives us the strength we need to follow through.

Piety: This gift enables us to first reverence and love God, but also to see the dignity of one another and reverence each other as
children of God.



