
 

We acknowledge and  pay respect to the Darug and Gundugarra People and their elders - the traditional custodians of the land on which we gather 

A True Letter of Our Saviour Jesus Christ 

Consecrating the Drops of Blood which Our Lord Jesus lost on His way to Calvary. 

Copy of a letter of the Oration found in the Holy Sepulchre of Our Lord Jesus Christ in Jerusalem, preserved in a silver box by 
His Holiness and by the Emperors and Empresses of the Christian Faith. 

St Elizabeth, Queen of Hungary, with St Matilda and St Bridget, wishing to know something of the Passion of Jesus Christ, 
offered fervent and special prayers, upon which there appeared to them Our Lord Jesus Christ who spoke to them in the 
following manner: 

I descended from Heaven to the Earth in order to convert you.  In olden times, people were religious and their harvests were 
abundant;  at present, on the contrary, they are scanty.  If you want to reap an abundant harvest, you must not work on 
Sunday, for on Sunday you must go to Church and pray to God to forgive your sins.  He gave you six days in which to work 
and one for rest and  devotion and to tender your help to the poor and assist the Church. 

Those people, who brawl against my religion and cast slurs on this Sacred Letter, shall be forsaken by me. 

On the contrary, those people who shall carry a copy of this letter with them shall be free from death by drowning and from 
sudden death.  They shall be free from all contagious diseases and lightning;  they shall not die without confession, and shall 
be free from their enemies and from the hand of wrongful authority, and from all their slanderers and false witnesses. 

Women in peril at child-birth will, by keeping this Oration about them, immediately overcome the difficulty.  In the houses 
where this Oration is kept no evil thing will ever happen:  and forty days before the death of a person who has this Oration 
about him or her, the Blessed Virgin will appear to him or her.  So said St Gregorius. 

To all those faithful who shall recite for 3 years, each day, 2 Our Fathers, Hail Marys and Glory Bes, in honour of the drops 
of blood I lost, I will concede the following 5 graces: 

1st The plenary indulgence and remittance of your sins. 
2nd You will be free from the pains of Purgatory. 
3rd If you should die before completing the said 3 years, for you it will be the same as if you had completed them. 
4th It will be upon your death the same as if you had shed all your blood for the Holy Faith. 
5th I will descend from Heaven to take your soul and that of your relatives, until the fourth generation. 

Be it known that the number of armed soldiers were 150;  those who trailed me while I was bound were 23.  
The executioners of justice were 83;  the blows received on my head were 150;  those on my stomach, 108;  
kicks on my shoulders, 80.  I was led, bound with cords by the hair, 24 times;  spits in the face were 180;  I was beaten on 
the body 6666 times;  beaten on the head, 110 times.  I was roughly pushed, and at 12 o’clock was lifted up by the hair;  
pricked with thorns and pulled by the beard 23 times;  received 20 wounds on the head;  thorns of marine junks, 72;  
pricks of thorns in the head, 110;  mortal thorns in the forehead, 3.  I was afterwards flogged and dressed as a mocked 
king;  wounds in the body, 1000.  The soldiers who led me to the Calvary were 608;  those who watched me were 3, and 
those who mocked me were 1008;  the drops of blood which I lost were 28,430. 
          Bernadetta DA S.S., Pope Leo XIII, In Roma 5 Aprile 1890 (Pieta Prayer Book) 

Litany of the Precious Blood of Jesus 

Today’s Readings:  Zech 9:9-10;  Rom 8:9, 11-13;  Mt 11:25-30 

 Entrance Antiphon:  Your merciful love, O God, we have received in the midst of your temple.  Your praise, O God, like 
your name, reaches the ends of the earth;  your right hand is filled with saving justice. 

 Responsorial Psalm: Ps 144:1-2, 8-11, 13-14.  R. v. 1 

R.  I will praise your name for ever, my king and my God. 

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, alleluia!  Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, you have revealed to little 
ones the mysteries of the kingdom.  Alleluia! 

Communion Antiphon: Taste and see that the Lord is good;  blessed the man who seeks refuge in him. 

Next Week:  Is 55:10-11;  Rom 8:18-23;  Mt 13:1-23 
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“I give praise to you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for although you have hidden these things from the wise and 
the learned you have revealed them to little ones.”  Matthew 11:25 

What a profound truth to understand!  For many, if given the choice to be either a “little one” or “wise and learned” it can 
appear that being wise and learned is more attractive.  The problem is that, according to Jesus, those who are little 
children are in fact far more wise and learned than those who simply act this way. 

Those who are childlike are the ones who have the mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven revealed to them.  They are given 
a special grace to penetrate the truths of God’s inner life.  This reveals, in part, the simplicity of God’s inner life.  God and 
His will are never confusing and complex.  We may make Him seem confusing and, as a result, experience God’s wisdom 
as overly complex.  But in reality, the truth and beauty of God is only discernible by the simple mind who lives in a humble 
way.  

One tendency we can all have is to spend excessive time and energy trying to “figure out God’s will.”  We can think, and 
think and think, talk and talk and talk, and in the end remain in confusion about this or that.  If you find yourself in this 
situation, of thinking too much and ending in confusion, then this is a sign that you may not be properly discerning the will 
of God and may not be allowing yourself to properly hear Him speak. 

God speaks to us simply, clearly and only what we need to know, when we need to know.  Therefore, it’s important to 
always approach our Lord in a humble and simple way, waiting for Him to speak the simple and profound truth we need 
to hear in His time.  Ultimately, it comes down to patience with our Lord. 

Reflect, today, upon whether you find yourself spending excessive time thinking about the mysteries of life only to be left 
confused.  If so, seek to grow in humility so as to allow the Lord to reveal the simple yet profound truths He desires to 
reveal.  Strive to be childlike in God’s eyes and you will become wiser and more learned than you could ever become on 
your own. 

Dear Lord, help me to have a simple and childlike faith in You and, through this simple faith, come to know the 
beautiful mysteries You desire to reveal to me.  Give me wisdom and knowledge, dear Lord, beyond what I could ever 
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Lord, have mercy on us Lord, have mercy on us 
Christ, have mercy on us Christ, have mercy on us 
Christ, hear us Christ, graciously hear us 
God the Father of Heaven Have mercy on us 
God the Son, Redeemer of the world Have mercy on us 
God the Holy Spirit Have mercy on us 
Holy Trinity, One God Have mercy on us 
Blood of Christ, only-begotten Son of 
   the Father Save us 
Blood of Christ, Incarnate Word of God Save us 
Blood of Christ, of the New and Eternal 
   Testament Save us 
Blood of Christ, falling upon the earth in  
   the Agony Save us 
Blood of Christ, shed profusely in the 
   Scourging Save us 
Blood of Christ, flowing forth in the 
   Crowning of Thorns Save us 
Blood of Christ, poured out on the Cross Save us 

Blood of Christ, price of our Salvation Save us 

Blood of Christ, without which there is no  
   forgiveness Save us 
Blood of Christ, Eucharistic drink and 
   Refreshment of souls Save us 
Blood of Christ, stream of mercy Save us 
Blood of Christ, victor over demons Save us 

Blood of Christ, courage of martyrs Save us 

Blood of Christ, strength of confessors Save us 
Blood of Christ, bringing forth virgins Save us 
Blood of Christ, help of those in peril Save us 
Blood of Christ, relief of the burdened Save us 
Blood of Christ, solace in sorrow Save us 
Blood of Christ, consolation of the dying Save us 
Blood of Christ peace and tenderness of hearts Save us 
Blood of Christ, pledge of Eternal Life Save us 
Blood of Christ, freeing souls from Purgatory Save us 
Blood of Christ, most worthy of all glory  & honour Save us 
Lamb of God, Who takes away the sins of the world 
 Spare us, O Lord 
Lamb of God, Who takes away the sins of the world 
 Graciously hear us, O Lord 
Lamb of God, Who takes away the sins of the world 
 Have mercy on us 
V.  You have redeemed us, O Lord, with Your Blood. 

R.  And made of us, a kingdom for Our God. 

Let us pray -  
Almighty and Eternal God, You have appointed Your only-
begotten Son the Redeemer of the world and willed to be 
appeased by His Blood.  Grant, we beg of You, that we may 
worthily adore this price of our salvation and through its pow-
er, be safeguarded from the evils of the present life, so that 
we may rejoice in its fruits forever in heaven, through the 
same Christ Our Lord.  Amen. 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Matt%2011.25


Congratulations to Fr Michael on reaching his Silver Jubilee of Ordination to the Priesthood !! 
 

Thank you, Fr Michael, for your many years service to the people of God and especially here in our Parish of St 

Thomas Aquinas.  May you continue to be sustained by His grace and may your life in God’s service be always filled 

with joy.  Congratulations on your 25th Anniversary as a Priest. 

Food Drive - Can You Help? 

Our Parish is holding a Food Drive to collect non-perishable food, toiletries and new winter blankets 

for refugees during this COVID-19 crisis.  Refugees and their families are excluded from Jobseeker, 

Jobkeeper and even Medicare.  Most have lost their employment and are facing destitution. To help in 

this crisis we are all asked to support this food drive by donating some of the items to the parish office 

over the coming weeks. Please put the items in strong recycled shopping bags. 
 

Items can be left at the parish office during the week (Tuesday-Friday 8.30am-3.30pm) or brought to Mass 

at the weekend.   The Food Drive is the support network of the Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) and is 

endorsed by the Diocese of Parramatta.  For more information see the flyer on our website or contact Vic 

and Liz O’Callaghan (0412 703 377).  All items will be delivered to the JRS Centre in Westmead. 
 

Parish Centre 

Due to ongoing COVID-19 restrictions and regulations, please note that the meeting rooms in the Parish Centre 

continue to be out of use until the restrictions are lifted by the NSW Government. 

Tax Receipts 

Tax Receipts for donations to Caritas and other contributions are now available.  Please contact the Parish Office 

should you require these. 

COVID-19 News in Brief 

Church attendance has now increased to a limit of 150 people.  Please continue to book in for weekend Masses, 

however, on weekdays just sign in on the sheets provided.  Social distancing still applies. 
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Recently Deceased:  Margaret Sibbald 

Sick:  Kate Moore, Eva Fitzgerald, Pamela Pereira, Nicholas Zdon, Melissa Baxter, Mary Ellen Schell, Sue 

Downes, Joan Eastwood, Gwen Daly, Kerry Aitken, Anthony O’Connell, Wal & Anne Knoke, Angela Brown, Lea 

Dardenne, Matthew Christie, Nathan Duffy, Francisco Robles, Teresita Robles, Susie Ziino, Patricia Duffy, 

Sarah Walke, Jackie Davies, Kimberly Cusack, Carole & Brian Proops, Margaret Healy, Colleen Lusty, Lorna 

Lyons, Christopher Coombs, Lucinda Goodwin, Angela Coombs, Leila Baker, Mary Coombs, Slawcia Pisarska, 

Luca Hurley (Child), Joan Lohrey, Sarah & Thomas McGoram, Frances Hinder, Shirley Anderson, Peter 

Doherty, Val Hardy, Carmel Chetcuti, Liz Miles, Emile Amine, Taunu Gaitau, Janice Glassington, Helen Meville, 

Susan Solomon, Thomas Glavas,  

and all Private Intentions. 

Due to the strict privacy laws, names of the deceased and sick can only be included in the Bulletin with the permission of the immediate family. Thank you. 

Schools in our Parish 

  

 

 

St Thomas Aquinas Primary School 

Principal - Ms Marina Hardy 4723 3800 

 

 

 

Principal - Mr Paul Ryan 4754 1022  

Prayer for the Holy Souls in 

Purgatory 
 

Eternal Father, 
I offer Thee the most precious    
blood of Thy Divine Son, Jesus, 
in union with the Masses said 
throughout the world today, 
for all the Holy Souls in 
Purgatory, for sinners 
everywhere, for sinners in the 
universal Church, for those in my 
own home, and those within my 
family. Amen. 

July - Month of  the Precious Blood 

The month of July is dedicated to the Most Precious Blood. The feast of the Precious Blood of 

our Lord was instituted in 1849 by Pius IX, but the devotion is as old as Christianity. The early 

Fathers say that the Church was born from the pierced side of Christ, and that the sacraments 

were brought forth through His Blood. 

"The Precious Blood which we worship is the Blood which the Saviour shed for us on Calvary 

and reassumed at His glorious Resurrection; it is the Blood which courses through the veins of 

His risen, glorified, living body at the right hand of God the Father in heaven; it is the Blood 

made present on our altars by the words of Consecration; it is the Blood which merited 

sanctifying grace for us and through it washes and beautifies our soul and inaugurates the 

beginning of eternal life in it."                                           (Catholicculture.org) 
 

Devotion to the Precious Blood 

Devotion to the Precious Blood is not a spiritual option, it is a spiritual obligation, and that not only for priests, but for 

every follower of Christ. I really believe that one of the symptoms of modern society (and I would even include, sadly, 

modern Catholic society) one of the symptoms of a growing, gnawing secularism is the lessening and the weakening of 

devotion to the Precious Blood. Devotion, as we know, is a composite of three elements: It is first - veneration, it is 

secondly - invocation, and it is thirdly - imitation. In other words, devotion to the Precious Blood of Christ, the Lamb of 

God who was slain, is first of all to be veneration on our part, which is a composite of knowledge, love and adoration. 

We are to study to come to a deeper understanding of what those two casual words, Precious Blood, really mean. 

I found this passage in the oldest document, outside of sacred scripture, from the first century of the Christian era – to 

be exact, from Pope St. Clement I, dated about 96 A.D. Says Pope Clement: "Let us fix our gaze on the Blood of Christ 

and realize how truly precious It is, seeing that it was poured out for our salvation and brought the grace of conversion 

to the whole world." 

To understand the meaning of the Precious Blood we must get some comprehension of the gravity of sin, of the 

awfulness of offending God, because it required the Blood of the Son of God to forgive that sin. We are living in an age 

in which to sin has become fashionable. 

This veneration of the Precious Blood, which is the first element in our devotion to the Precious Blood means that we 

have a deep sensitivity to the awfulness of sin. Sin must be terrible. It must be awful. It must be the most dreadful thing 

in the universe. Why? Because it cost the living God in human form the shedding of His Blood. 

Lord Jesus, You became Man in order by your Passion and Death and the draining of your Blood on the Cross, might 

prove to us how much You, our God, love us. Protect us, dear Jesus, from ever running away from the sight of blood. 

Strengthen our weak human wills so that we will not only not run away from the cross, but welcome every 

opportunity to shed our blood in spirit in union with your Precious Blood, so that, dying to ourselves in time we might  

     live with You in Eternity. Amen  Excerpted from The Precious Blood of Christ, Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J. 
 

Pope Saint John XXIII stated:  “The world can still set itself right and always will be able to, because the voice and Blood 

of Christ cry out for pity and mercy…  Devotion to the Precious Blood is the devotion of our time…  It is a devotion for all 

souls, for the whole world.” 

Petition in Honour of the Precious Blood 

Precious Blood of Jesus, shed in the circumcision, make me pure of mind, heart and body. 

Precious Blood, oozing from every pore of Jesus in the Agony, enable me to love God’s holy Will above 

all. 

Precious Blood, flowing from the scourging at the pillar, inspire me with a sorrow for my sins, and a 

tolerance for suffering. 

Precious Blood, falling in profusion from the crown of thorns, grant me a ready acceptance of humiliations. 

Precious Blood, shed profusely in the crucifixion of Our Lord, make me die entirely to self-love. 

Precious Blood, shed to the very last drop by the opening of Christ’s Sacred Heart, give me that generous love which 

sacrifices all for God. 

Precious Blood, sacred price of my redemption, apply to me Your infinite merits. 

Precious Blood, I adore You from the depths of my heart, I invoke You ardently, for You are my salvation and by You I 

hope to obtain the joys of heaven.  Amen. 

http://www.therealpresence.org/archives/Christology/Christology_013.htm

