
We acknowledge and pay respect to the Darug and Gundugarra People and their elders - the traditional custodians of the land on which we gather 

THE WEARING OF MASKS 

On consideration of the most recent NSW Health advice, the Diocese 
of Parramatta highly recommends all worshippers at Masses in the 
Diocese to wear a mask to, during and from Mass and other services. 

We understand the inconvenience that masks may pose, but the health 
of our parishioners and the wider community is our highest 
concern.  We sincerely thank you for understanding, and for playing 
your part in keeping our community safe.  

 

BOOKING FOR WEEKEND MASSES 

WEEKEND Masses MUST be booked via the Parish Office on 4754 1052 during office hours 
Tuesday - Friday 8.30am—3.30pm.    Our numbers are increasing and our maximum numbers 
have almost been reached.  If reached we would have to turn Parishioners away.  We would 
be terribly sorry if this was to happen but please understand that we have to work with the 
guidelines as set out to us by the NSW Government or we would be left with a hefty fine of 
up to $26,000. 

 
ST MARY OF THE CROSS MACKILLOP FEAST DAY - Saturday 8th August 2020 

Let us celebrate Mary Mackillop’s Feast Day by recognising what a 
remarkable woman she was who inspired many in her time, and 
continues to do so today. Love was at the very heart in all that Mary 
did. Mary MacKillop lived her life with an unwavering sense of 
gratitude and confidence who raised the powers of love in her time. 

Mary MacKillop Prayer 
(courtesy of the Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart) 

Ever generous God, 
You inspired Saint Mary MacKillop to live her life faithful to the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ and constant in bringing hope and encouragement to those 
who were disheartened, lonely or needy. 
With confidence in your generous providence and through the intercession of Saint Mary MacKillop we ask that you grant 
our request………………. 
We ask that our faith and hope be fired afresh by the Holy Spirit so that we too, like Mary MacKillop, may live with 
courage, trust and openness. 
Ever generous God, hear our prayer. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL FOR RETIRED PREISTS - FATHER’S DAY APPEAL 2020 

Owing to COVID19 pandemic and its social and financial impact on families, communities and Churches, the Clergy Support 
Foundation of the Diocese of Parramatta will not be holding its Annual Bishop’s Collection for Retired Priests, i.e. the Father’s Day 
appeal, this September. Like many other organisations, the CSF will use its own resources to support the retired priests in this 
financial year. Donations will always be accepted, however, via our BPOINT portal at www.parracatholic.org/csf  or electronic funds 
transfer to BSB 067950 Account No 00001691 Account Name CSF No 1 with Reference your name. IF you would like a tax deductible 
receipt for your donation, please send email to csf@parracatholic.org with your name and address details. 

The CSF Committee thanks you for your support of the Clergy Support Foundation over the last 15 years. May God bless you at this 
difficult time in all our lives. 
 

 

Today’s Readings:  1 Kg 19:9, 11-13; Rom 9:1-5; Mt 14:22-33 

 Entrance Antiphon:  Look to your covernant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your poor ones for 

ever.  

Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and forget not the cries of those who seek you. 

 Responsorial Psalm: PS 84:9-14. R.v.8 

R.  Lord show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation. 

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, Alleluia! I hope in the Lord, I trust in his word. Alleluia. 

Communion Antiphon: O Jerusalem, glorify the Lord, who gives you your fill of finest wheat. 

Next Week: Is 56:1,6-7; Rom 11:13-15,29-32; Mt 15:21-28. 
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Weekend Masses: Saturday Vigil Mass 5.00 pm, Sunday 8.00 am and 9.45 am 

Weekday Mass: Tuesday - Saturday 9.30 am 

Rosary & Devotions: Tuesday - Saturday 9.00 am 

Adoration, Rosary & Chaplet: No Adoration or Devotions until further notice 

Intercession & Adoration: None until further notice 

Baptisms: 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month - by appointment  

Reconciliation: By appointment 

Weddings: By appointment - restricted numbers 

Funerals: By appointment - restricted numbers 

This Sunday most of us will notice mainly the story of Jesus walking on water, together with Peter sinking 
into it. But there is another very interesting spiritual dimension that I would like to suggest. What do you 
think was going on in Jesus’ own heart and soul during these events?                                                                                                                                        
We know that Jesus had emotions. We have seen them before, as when Lazarus died. In last week’s Gospel, 
Jesus had been hit hard by news of John the Baptist’s death. So he had taken a boat to a deserted place in 
order to grieve, quietly, by himself. But the crowd got there first and immediately pressed him into service 
when he arrived. Instead of the hushed time for grief he needed, Jesus’ heart had been moved by the needs 
of the suffering people before him. He spent hour after hour, healing and curing and feeding people. He 
then climbed up the mountainside and took his own time to commune with his heavenly Father. 
The Gospel says that by now it was evening, and that Jesus prayed well into the night. A gusty wind came 
up. Jesus on the mountain-side heard this voice. But what did he feel?     He opened his bruised trust to the 
Father, and lay this trust alongside his very personal loss. Perhaps the Father reassured him that even 
against the evidence all human beings have to rely on God, especially when it seems that tragedy has the 
upper hand. Jesus was divine, but divine consciousness and knowledge rested only in the deepest realm of 
his soul, and needed this silent time to emerge. In prayer, Jesus returned to his normal level of trust in God, 
but stronger now. In the same way that he “learned obedience through what he suffered” (Hebrews 5:8), 
maybe he had to learn a higher level of trust through loss. Trusting is not a sheer act of the will, not simply a 
blind decision, but a quiet re-emergence of God’s faithful love. Then, at last, Jesus does walk on water. How 
must it feel to leave the solid ground and walk on slushy liquid? Perhaps this walking was symbolic of the 
trust he had come to in his night of pray. Maybe trust feels like walking on water.                                                                                                                                    
John Foley, SJ 

http://www.parracatholic.org/csf
mailto:csf@parracatholic.org
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/080220.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/080920.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/hebrews/5:8


Office for Worship Resources available   The Office For Worship has a range of resources available for 
purchase for individuals and parishes. Resources such as parent material for a child’s baptism and a collation of 
prayers can be purchased from the Office For Worship by contacting (02) 8838 3457. 

Office for Worship Liturgical Ministry Formation Course   The Office For Worship’s Liturgical Ministry 
Formation course will recommence in August at both the Institute for Mission, Blacktown and St Nicholas of 
Myra Parish, Penrith. Two workshops on Liturgical Ministry will also be provided in October at St Finbar’s 
Parish, Glenbrook. Note: due to restrictions there are limited places available. For more information, contact 
the Office for Worship on anne.alimangohan@parracatholic.org 

Out of School Hours Care accepting enrolments, The Diocese’s network of 27 Catholic Out of School Hours 
Care services are all open and accepting enrolments for children in Years K-6 for Term 3. Child care fees are 
being reintroduced from 13 July and significant subsidies are available depending on your family 
circumstances. For more information and bookings, please contact eyec@parra.catholic.edu.au 
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Recently Deceased:  Christopher Daines 

Sick:  Diana Donnelly, Kate Moore, Pamela Pereira, Nicholas Zdon, Melissa Baxter, Mary Ellen Schell, Sue 

Downes, Joan Eastwood, Gwen Daly, Kerry Aitken, Anthony O’Connell, Wal & Anne Knoke, Angela Brown, Lea 

Dardenne, Nathan Duffy, Francisco Robles, Teresita Robles, Susie Ziino, Patricia Duffy, Sarah Walke, Jackie 

Davies, Kimberly Cusack, Margaret Healy, Colleen Lusty, Lorna Lyons, Christopher Coombs, Lucinda Goodwin, 

Angela Coombs, Leila Baker, Mary Coombs, Slawcia Pisarska, Luca Hurley (Child), Joan Lohrey, Sarah & 

Thomas McGoram, Frances Hinder, Shirley Anderson, Peter Doherty, Val Hardy, Carmel Chetcuti, Liz Miles, 

Emile Amine, Taunu Gaitau, Janice Glassington, Helen Meville, Susan Solomon, Thomas Glavas,  

and all Private Intentions. 

Due to the strict privacy laws, names of the deceased and sick can only be included in the Bulletin with 

the express permission of the immediate family. Thank you. 

Schools in our Parish 

  

 

                                                 

 St Thomas Aquinas Primary School 

Principal - Ms Marina Hardy 4723 3800 

 

 

 

Principal - Mr Paul Ryan 4754 8900  

‘Never see a need 

without doing 

something about it’. 
Saint Mary MacKillop 

1842 - 1909 

Thought for This Week 

Finding intimacy with our Lord is not limited to people who can go away on a retreat. We can 
all be contemplatives in action, if only we can focus on our relationship with the Lord in the 
background, every day. This week we can feed on the words of life which Jesus gives us. And, 
we can ask for the graces we need, in the midst of our busy lives. With the celebration of the 
Assumption toward the end of the week, we can ask Mary to help us keep our consciousness 
on connecting our desires with the concrete details of our life this week. 

Throughout this week, we can wake up and go through our morning routine asking for the 
grace that God's mercy might flow through us this day. One day, I might take notice of those 
in my life who need my forgiveness. I might pay attention to the one who frustrates me or has 
hurt me or has hurt those I love -- real people I know (living or dead) or the anonymous 
people who represent the systems, institutions and structures that seem unjust or sinful. 
There are people who benefit from war, the poverty or slavery of others, the sacrilege against 
the dignity of life itself, the drug trade and the destruction of the environment. I can actually 
take the grace-filled moments of brief intimacy with Jesus this week to forgive! This week of 
mercy can be a powerful blessing for our whole lives. 

This can be a wonderful week for us to remember how many times we are called to forgive. 
And, we might want to take a few extra moments to reinforce this by re-reading the parable 
of the servant who has been forgiven himself but refuses to forgive. If we are really stuck in 
our struggle to forgive, we can find times to beg for the grace: "Dear Lord, you keep forgiving 
me, please let me experience the intimacy of forgiving as you have forgiven me. Give me the 
humility of a little child to remember how often I need to forgive others." 

Throughout this week, our hearts go out to little children and other "little ones" because we 
will be delighting in being one with him and his being one with us. And, we'll give thanks and 
praise. 

First Holy Communion 
This Saturday a lovely group of children from our Parish will be receiving their   

 First Holy Communion.  We pray for them and wish them God’s eternal Love. 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

I thank you for the gift of yourself in this great sacrament of the        
Eucharist. 

Help me to give myself each day, by serving other people, as you have 
taught us. 

Guide me in my life. 

Especially help me to know your plans for me. 

Be with my family and friends, and now I especially pray for…. 

Mary, Mother of the risen Lord, pray for me and everyone who will        
receive your Son in the Eucharist this Saturday. 

Amen. 

Please read the important notice on 

Booking for Weekend Masses 
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