
We acknowledge and pay respect to the Darug and Gundugarra People and their elders - the traditional custodians of the land on which we gather 

Today’s Readings:  Is 45:1, 4-6;  1 Thess 1:1-5;  Mt 22:15-21 

 Entrance Antiphon:  To you I call; for you will surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear my words. 

Guard me as the apple of your eye; in the shadow of your wings, protect me. 

 Responsorial Psalm: Ps 95:1, 3-5, 7-10. R. v. 7 

R.  Give the Lord glory and honour. 

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, Alleluia! Shine on the world like bright stars; you are offering it the word of life. Alleluia! 

Communion Antiphon: The Son of Man has come to give his life as a ransom for many. 

Next Week: Ex 22:20-26; 1 Thess 1:50-10; Mt 22:34-40 
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 Email: sta@internode.on.net / springwood@parracatholic.org 

   Parish Website: www.stachurchspringwood.org.au 

   Parish Facebook Page: St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Community Springwood 

   Parish Priest: Fr Paul Slyney - 4754 1052  Emergency: 0418 461 316 

   Assistant Priest:  Fr Michael Gathuku - 4754 1052  Emergency: 0474 272 605 

   Parish Pastoral Council:  Email - springwoodppc@gmail.com 

   Parish Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday 8.30 am - 3.30 pm 

Weekend Masses: Saturday Vigil Mass 5.00 pm, Sunday 8.00 am and 9.30 am 

Weekday Mass: Tuesday - Saturday 9.30 am 

Rosary & Devotions: Tuesday - Saturday 9.00 am    

Adoration, Rosary & Chaplet: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 7.30 - 8.30 pm 

Intercession & Adoration: None until further notice 

Baptisms: 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month - by appointment  

Reconciliation: By appointment 

Weddings: By appointment - restricted numbers 

Funerals: By appointment - restricted numbers 

Reflection   -   What Belongs to God? 
 

The answer given by Jesus to those who questioned him in an attempt to entrap him sounds like a clever way 
out of a no-win situation.  If Jesus says that taxes should be paid, he is a friend of the Romans.  If he says that 
taxes should not be paid, he is a trouble maker.  The famous “repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to 
God what belongs to God” then appears as a convenient dodging of the question.  

 

When we apply the phrase to our current world, we see the Caesar part rather clearly:  obviously, the coin has 
Caesar’s image and inscription on it—so it’s his!  Therefore: taxes should be paid, governments have a 
legitimate role in Christian life, etc.  But resting in the first part of the phrase may blind us to the question that 
lies hidden in the second part:  What exactly “belongs to God”?  What does it mean to “repay to God what 
belongs to God?” 

 

Today’s psalm supplies an answer:  “Give the Lord glory and honour . . . the glory due his name.”  What does 
it mean to give God glory and honour?  It means acknowledging all that God has done through Jesus:  the 
creation of all that is, relentlessly pursuing us in Jesus so that we might be in union with him, opening our eyes 
to his healing power, promising us greater life here and eternal life hereafter.  To give God glory and honour is 
to acknowledge our poverty, our frailty, our “nothingness” before him.  And to acknowledge that ALL is gift! 

 

“Caesars” inevitably come and go.  Governments and political systems, as necessary as they may be, rise and 
fall.  To give God glory and honour acknowledges that, though Caesar ought to receive his due, One greater 
than Caesar exists.  Do we give to God what belongs to God?  Do we give the Lord glory and honour?  Do we 
actively thank and praise God for all that we have received? Do we acknowledge our “nothingness” before 
him?  All this belongs to God!                                                                            

                              Rev. Richard Gabuzda 

The below is an article from the Vatican Catholic Weekly which explores Pope Francis’ new encyclical - “Fratelli 
Tutti: on Fraternity and Social Friendship”.    
 
I implore you to read the encyclical in its entirety which you can find online (w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/
en/encyclicals).  The new encyclical is a very thought provoking document which I hope will entice discussion.   

 

Fr Michael Gathuku 
 
 The article is lengthy so will it be brought to you over the next few weeks.   

 
Professing faith in God as the creator of all human beings, or even simply recognising that all people possess 
an inherent dignity, has concrete consequences for how people should treat one another and make decisions 
in politics, economics and social life, Pope Francis wrote. 
 
“Human beings have the same inviolable dignity in every age of history and no one can consider himself or 
herself authorised by particular situations to deny this conviction or to act against it,” the Pope wrote in his 
encyclical – Fratelli Tutti: on Fraternity and Social Friendship.”  Pope Francis signed the encyclical Oct. 3 after 
celebrating Mass at the tomb of St. Francis of Assisi, and the Vatican released the more than 40,000-word text 
the next day. 
 
The Pope had been rumoured to be writing an encyclical on nonviolence; and, once the COVID-19 pandemic 
struck, many expected a document exploring in depth his repeated pleas for the world to recognise the 
inequalities and injustices laid bare by the pandemic and adopt corrective economic, political and social 
policies. 

THE ENCYCLICAL TAKES ITS TITLE FROM ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
 
Fratelli Tutti combines those two elements but does so in the framework set by the document on human 
fraternity and inter-religious dialogue that he and Sheikh Ahmad el-Tayeb, Grand Imam of Al-Azhar Mosque in 
Cairo, Egypt, signed in 2019.  In fact, in the new document Pope Francis wrote that he was “encouraged” by his 
dialogue with the Muslim leader and by their joint statement that “God has created all human beings equal in 
rights, duties and dignity, and has called them to live together as brothers and sisters.” 
 
The encyclical takes its title from St. Francis of Assisi and is inspired by his “fraternal openness,” which, the 
Pope said, calls on people “to acknowledge, appreciate and love each person, regardless of physical proximity, 
regardless of where he or she was born or lives.”  The title, which literally means “all brothers and sisters” or 
“all brothers,” are the words with which St. Francis “addressed his brothers and sisters and proposed to them 
a way of life marked by the flavour of the Gospel,” the Pope wrote. 
 
That flavour, explained throughout the document, involves welcoming the stranger, feeding the hungry, 
listening to and giving a hand up to the poor, defending the rights of all and ensuring that each person, at 
every stage of life, is valued and invited to contribute to the community, he said. It also means supporting 
public policies that do so on a larger scale. 
 
Archbishop Jose H. Gomez of Los Angeles, president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, welcomed the 
encyclical as “an important contribution to the church’s rich tradition of social doctrine.”  “Pope Francis’ 
teaching here is profound and beautiful: God our father has created every human being with equal sanctity 
and dignity, equal rights and duties, and our creator calls us to form a single human family in which we live as 
brothers and sisters,” the Archbishop said in a statement. “God’s plan for humanity, the Pope reminds us, has 
implications for every aspect of our lives — from how we treat one another in our personal relationships, to 
how we organise and operate our societies and economies.” 
 

...To be continued 



UPCOMING MASSES in our CHURCH - Remembering our Loved Ones 
 

“May perpetual light shine upon them.” 
 

Catholic Women’s League Deceased Members Annual Mass: 
We will be holding our annual Mass for the Catholic Women’s League Deceased Members on Friday, 6th November, 
9.30am.  Everyone is welcome. 

 

Deceased Family and Friends Annual Mass: 
All parishioners are invited to attend a Mass which will be celebrated to the Repose of the Souls of family members 
commencing at 7.00pm on Wednesday, 18th November. 
A candle ceremony will be part of the celebration of the Mass so if you would like your loved one remembered by lighting 
a candle, which your family member will place on the sanctuary, please contact the Parish centre by the week ending, 4th 
November 2020. 
A framed photo of your loved one could be placed on the sanctuary before the commencement of Mass (prior to 7pm). 
If any parishioner requires transport, please contact Molly Hurley on 4751 2167. 
 

NOVEMBER - Remembering the Dead:                                               

November is the month of the year that we remember the dead.  During this time we continue to pray for those who 
have gone before us in faith and that they will be embraced by God.   

If you would like to place the name of your loved one in to the BOOK OF SAINTS please print their name clearly on to an 
envelope and place in to the collection box at the back of the church.    

 

Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A       18 October 2020 Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A       18 October 2020 

 

Sick:  Michael Mercieca, Diana Donnelly, Pamela Pereira, Melissa Baxter, 

Mary Ellen Schell, Sue Downes, Joan Eastwood, Gwen Daly, Kerry Aitken, Anthony 

O’Connell, Wal & Anne Knoke, Angela Brown, Lea Dardenne, Francisco Robles, 

Teresita Robles, Susie Ziino, Patricia Duffy, Sarah Walke, Jackie Davies, Kimberly 

Cusack, Margaret Healy, Colleen Lusty, Lorna Lyons, Christopher Coombs, Lucinda 

Goodwin, Angela Coombs, Leila Baker, Mary Coombs, Slawcia Pisarska, Luca Hurley, 

Joan Lohrey, Sarah & Thomas McGoram, Frances Hinder, Shirley Anderson, Peter 

Doherty, Val Hardy, Carmel Chetcuti, Emile Amine, Janice Glassington, Helen Meville, 

Susan Solomon, Thomas Glavas,  

and all Private Intentions. 

Due to the strict privacy laws, names of the deceased and sick can only be included in the Bulletin with the 

express permission of the immediate family. Thank you. 

Schools in our Parish 

  

 

                                                   

St Thomas Aquinas Primary School 

Principal - Ms Marina Hardy 4723 3800 

 

 

 

St Columba’s Catholic College 

Principal - Mr Paul Ryan 4754 8900  

CELEBRATE YEAR 12, 2020 
 

JOIN US to Support this year’s Year 12 students 

This Sunday evening, 18th October at 8pm, via the Catholic 
Youth Parramatta’s Facebook page, Bishop Vincent, and a 
small team, will be hosting a livestream event. 

https://www.facebook.com/catholicyouthparra/
videos/263123708302585/ 

We aim to give Year 12 students, their families, and our 
Diocesan community a short window of opportunity to celebrate 
their dedication and perseverance during a difficult year before 
their first exam which begins on Tuesday, 20

th
 October. 

The livestream event will feature messages of support from 
Year 6 students and clergy, music, scripture, appearances by 
some Year 12 graduates, and a reflection and blessing from 
Bishop Vincent over a 25-minute period. 
 

FR MICHAEL GATHUKU on RETREAT - Tuesday, 20th October - Friday, 23rd October: 
Please note that Fr Michael will be on retreat during the above dates however we will have the Liturgy of the Word at 
9.30am Tuesday-Friday.  Our Mass schedule will resume on Saturday, 24th October at 9.30am.  Please pray for Fr 
Michael as he undertakes his retreat. 
 

CATHOLIC YOUTH PARRAMATTA - Engaging Young People: 
Catholic Youth Parramatta has established a dynamic schedule of networking opportunities, formation and resources 
to support ministry and engagement with young people of the Diocese in new ways. From inspiring quotes and 
scripture references on Mondays, to faith-filled live performances on Wednesday to launching new home-grown 
resources on Friday. Check out CYP’s Facebook and Instagram pages and https://www.parracatholic.org/cyp/ to 
download and share the resources. 

 

MARY MACKILLOP CANONISATION ANNIVERSARY: 

On Saturday 17th October, Australia celebrates the 10th anniversary of the canonisation of St Mary of the Cross 
MacKillop at St Peter’s Basilica in Rome. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, there will be no formal celebrations at Mary 
MacKillop Place in North Sydney for the anniversary, however, the Sisters of St Joseph invite you to celebrate this 
occasion by engaging with the resources available on www.sosj.org.au/10th-anniversary/.  

 

NOMINATIONS FOR DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL: 
Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv is calling for nominations to the Diocesan Pastoral Council. 

 

The Diocesan Pastoral Council is a vital aspect of communion with the Church. Considering the pastoral questions of 
our day and making appropriate recommendations to the Bishop, the members of the Diocesan Pastoral Council are 
imbued with a pastoral spirit to aid the Bishop with the pastoral governance of the Church.  The council seeks a cross-
section of people from different places in the Diocese and from different backgrounds and experiences.  

 

Parishioners are invited to nominate themselves or others. Nominations require the assent of the person being 
nominated, who needs to fill out the nomination form. In addition, a nomination also requires the endorsement of the 
person’s Parish Priest or another priest ministering in the diocese. 

 

Completed nominations are to be returned to the Pastoral Planning Office. Nominations close on Monday, 2nd 
November 2020.  All nominees are asked to set aside time on Saturday, 21st November 2020 from 9.30 am to mid-
afternoon. This will be the initial formation session for those nominees appointed to the Diocesan Pastoral Council.  
Please note that the information and nomination form are available from the Diocesan website: parracatholic.org/
advisorycouncils and also the Parish office. 
 

PARISH COLLECTION ENVELOPES: 
Your Parish collection envelopes are ready for collection.  Please collect from the back of the church if you have not 
done so already.  Thank you. 

 

A PRAYER FOR TEACHERS: 
Students returned to school this week and so it is timely to stop and say a prayer for our teachers, teachers aides, 

relief teachers, our very own scripture teachers and all those other silent angels who work in the education system.  
Keep these talented and patient educators in your prayers.   

 

Bless all Catholic School teachers and help them to nurture the faith of our children.  Give them the 

wisdom to pass on their own knowledge and experience and show our children your love.    Amen. 

Please advise the 

Parish Office if 

your family 

member is no 

longer required 

to be on the sick 

list.  Thank you. 

Please support one of our parishioners, who will be sleeping “rough” on 23rd October, in the Western      
Sydney Vinnies Community Sleepout. 

 

The funds will go towards Vinnies hubs in Western Sydney to help those experiencing or at risk of homeless-
ness due to domestic/family violence; leaving prison; loss of employment; difficulty finding employment.  

 

To donate visit: https://my.fundraise.vinniesnsw.org.au/vinnies-community-sleepout-western-sydney-

2020/simone-smith  

TREKTOBER (TREK FOR TIMOR):  If you haven’t already…….. sign up at www.trekfortimorbm.org.au and start     

organising your walks and sponsors.  Help raise funds for crucial education and development projects in Timor Leste. 
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