Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A 25 October 2020

The below is an article from the Vatican Catholic Weekly which explores Pope Francis’ new encyclical - “Fratelli
Tutti: on Fraternity and Social Friendship”.

| implore you to read the encyclical in its entirety which you can find online (w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/
en/encyclicals). The new encyclical is a very thought provoking document which | hope will entice discussion.

Fr Michael Gathuku

. Continuation..... Week two.......

Building on the social teachings of his predecessors, Pope Francis’ document once again strongly condemns
the death penalty and makes an initial approach to declaring that the conditions once used to accept a “just
war” no longer exist because of the indiscriminately lethal power of modern weapons.

GOD GAVE THE EARTH TO THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE FOR THE SUSTENANCE OF ALL ITS
MEMBERS, WITHOUT EXCLUDING OR FAVOURING ANYONE

St. John Paul Il in “The Gospel of Life,” published in 1995, cast doubt on whether any nation needed to resort
to capital punishment today to protect its people; developing that teaching, Pope Francis in 2018 authorised a
change to the Catechism of the Catholic Church to make clear that “the death penalty is inadmissible.”

Signalling the start of a similar effort to respond to the current reality of warfare, Pope Francis in the new
encyclical raised the question of “whether the development of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons, and
the enormous and growing possibilities offered by new technologies, have granted war an uncontrollable
destructive power over great numbers of innocent civilians.”

“We can no longer think of war as a solution because its risks will probably always be greater than its
supposed benefits,” one of the main criteria of just-war theory, he said. “In view of this, it is very difficult
nowadays to invoke the rational criteria elaborated in earlier centuries to speak of the possibility of a ‘just
war.” Never again war!”

At the heart of the new encyclical’s appeal to Catholics is a meditation on Jesus’ parable of the good Samaritan
and particularly on how Jesus takes a legal scholar’s question, “Who is my neighbour,” and turns it into a
lesson on being called not to identify one’s neighbours but to become a neighbour to all, especially those most
in need of aid.

“The parable eloquently presents the basic decision we need to make in order to rebuild our wounded world.
In the face of so much pain and suffering, our only course is to imitate the good Samaritan,” the Pope said.
“Any other decision would make us either one of the robbers or one of those who walked by without showing
compassion for the sufferings of the man on the roadside.” “The parable,” he continued, “shows us how a
community can be rebuilt by men and women who identify with the vulnerability of others, who reject the
creation of a society of exclusion, and act instead as neighbours, lifting up and rehabilitating the fallen for the
sake of the common good.”

I [

Pope Francis used the encyclical “to consider certain trends in our world that hinder the development of
universal fraternity” and acting as a neighbour to one another, including racism, extremism, “aggressive
nationalism,” closing borders to migrants and refugees, polarisation, politics as a power grab rather than a
service to the common good, mistreatment of women, modern slavery and economic policies that allow the
rich to get richer but do not create jobs and do not help the poor.

“The pain, uncertainty and fear, and the realisation of our own limitations, brought on by the pandemic have
only made it all the more urgent that we rethink our styles of life, our relationships, the organisation of our
societies and, above all, the meaning of our existence,” he said.

...To be continued
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Email: sta@internode.on.net / springwood@parracatholic.org
Parish Website: www.stachurchspringwood.org.au
Parish Facebook Page: St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Community Springwood
Parish Priest: Fr Paul Slyney - 4754 1052 Emergency: 0418 461 316
Assistant Priest: Fr Michael Gathuku - 4754 1052 Emergency: 0474 272 605
Parish Pastoral Council: Email - springwoodppc@gmail.com
Parish Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday 8.30 am - 3.30 pm

Saturday Vigil Mass 5.00 pm, Sunday 8.00 am and 9.30 am
Tuesday - Saturday 9.30 am

Weekend Masses:
Weekday Mass:

Rosary & Devotions:
Adoration, Rosary & Chaplet:
Intercession & Adoration:

Tuesday - Saturday 9.00 am
2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 7.30 - 8.30 pm
None until further notice

Baptisms: 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month - by appointment
Reconciliation: By appointment

Weddings: By appointment - restricted numbers

Funerals: By appointment - restricted numbers

« Reflection =

In our First Reading, we hear a small section from a larger part of the Book of Exodus which deals with very practical issues of Jewish
tribal life. The chapter from which today’s reading comes, deals with other such matters as violating young women, repayments and
what is to be done with the first fruits of the harvest. God, through the writings of Moses did not leave much to chance.

Widows and orphans were often mentioned in the Hebrew Scriptures, because of the importance of family solidarity. Widows and
orphans needed to be taken care of as members of the larger communal family. Strangers and foreigners are to be welcomed and
cared for as well, for they are reminders to the Jewish community that they too were once wanderers.

Lending and extortion is an important legal and religious area for care. The God of Israel is compassionate and so those under the
covenantal care of God must reveal that same compassion even to the returning of a person’s coat which has been given as
collateral. All these little and large prescriptions of the Law were given so as to make visible and present, the particular and practical
love which God has had for the people of Israel.

The Gospel is a question-and-answer session between the Jewish men of the law and Jesus the fullness of that law. Jesus is asked
about how he reads the law and especially which of the laws does he consider the greatest or most important. In great simplicity
Jesus answers that loving God and loving one’s neighbour are similar and the greatest. All the prophets and all the other laws
depend on these two to be alive in the Jewish community. After this answer the court seems to be in recess.

We are confronted once more with the ancient problem of the true meaning of loving ourselves and that of what it means to love God
with all our hearts and minds. To love God and to love our neighbour and to love ourselves, these are not easy for us. We love
ourselves for the amount of good we find ourselves doing. None of us does the good we desire enough so as to love the self that God
does. Jesus will warn the Pharisees and ourselves next Sunday about grasping at our true identities from outside. He came to save us
by coming inside and asking us to believe in Him by believing what he says we are.

Loving God then is letting God love us from the inside out and the ’out’ is loving Jesus’ sisters and brothers from the outside in.
Allowing God to be our personal creator is prelude to allowing Jesus to be our personal and collective saviour as well. In this, we love
the Artist and the art works including the self which may have less quantity, but abounds in graceful quality.

The ‘Great Commandment’ then is to allow God to be God in our lives and allow ourselves to be a mystery whose quality and quantity
are gifts to be accepted and then shared.
Larry Gillick, S.J.

Today’s Readings: Ex 22:20-26; 1 Thess 1:50-10; Mt 22:34-40
Entrance Antiphon: Let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; constantly seek his face.
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 17:2-4, 47, 51. R. v. 2
R. I love you, Lord, my strength.
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia! All who love me will keep my words, and my Father will love them and we will
come to them. Alleluia!
Communion Antiphon: We will ring out our joy at your saving help and exult in the name of our God.
Next Week: Apoc 7:2-4, 9-14; 1 Jn 3:1-3; Mt 5:1-12 All Saints Day

We acknowledge and pay respect to the Darug and Gundugarra People and their elders - the traditional custodians of the land on which we gather
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Sick: q Kay Bonomini, Michael Mercieca, Diana Donnelly, Pamela Pereira,
Melissa Baxter, Mary Ellen Schell, Sue Downes, Joan Eastwood, Gwen Daly, Kerry
Aitken, Anthony O’Connell, Wal & Anne Knoke, Angela Brown, Lea Dardenne, Francisco| Parish Office if
Robles, Teresita Robles, Susie Ziino, Patricia Duffy, Sarah Walke, Jackie Davies,
Kimberly Cusack, Margaret Healy, Colleen Lusty, Lorna Lyons, Christopher Coombs,
Lucinda Goodwin, Angela Coombs, Leila Baker, Mary Coombs, Slawcia Pisarska, Luca member is no
Hurley, Joan Lohrey, Sarah & Thomas McGoram, Frances Hinder, Shirley Anderson,
Peter Doherty, Val Hardy, Carmel Chetcuti, Emile Amine, Janice Glassington, Helen
Meville, Susan Solomon, Thomas Glavas,
and all Private Intentions.

your family

longer required
to be on the sick
list. Thank you.

Due to the strict privacy laws, names of the deceased and sick can only be included in the Bulletin with the
express permission of the immediate family. Thank you.

Please advise the

SCHOOLS IN OUR PARISH
Dear God,

Lk
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I want to take a minute to not
St Thomas Aquinas Primary School

aSk anythlng OfyOU but to Principal - Ms Marina Hardy 4723 3800

simply say thank you for all I ShSouMaAs
have. w

&

ACT JUSTLY

Amen' St Columba’s Catholic College
Principal - Mr Paul Ryan 4754 8900

PARISH COLLECTION ENVELOPES:
Your Parish collection envelopes are available at the back of the church. Please collect if you have not already done
so. Thank you.

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FOR THE DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL:

Bishop Vincent is calling for nominations for the Diocesan Pastoral Council. Working with the Bishop, the Diocesan
Pastoral Council assists with the pastoral governance of the Church. The Council are seeking a cross-section of people
from across the Diocese with different backgrounds and experiences. For more information, or to fill out the
nomination form, please visit parracatholic.org/advisorycouncils/ or from the Parish office. Applications close
Monday 2 November.

DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA, COVID-19 UPDATE:

Parishes across Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains have COVID-Safety plans in place requiring social distancing,
maximum attendance figures and other safety measures. We also highly recommend wearing masks to Mass and
other services. You are encouraged to check with your parish on what measures they have in place before attending.
For more information, please visit the Diocesan website www.parracatholic.org/covid19 Please refer to the below.

RCIA INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW WORKSHOP - 26 October:

The Office for Worship will be running a workshop: “RCIA: An Introduction and Overview of the RCIA Process” for
RCIA coordinators and teams on the evening of Monday 26 October at the Institute For Mission, Blacktown. To RSVP
by 22 October, or if you would like more information, please contact the Office for Worship on (02) 8838 3456
or anne.alimangohan@parracatholic.org. Please note, there will be limited spacing due to social distancing.

ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL ALL SOULS’ DAY MASSES - 2 November:

To commemorate All Souls’ Day on 2 November, Mass will be celebrated at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta at
6.30am, 12.30pm and 7pm. A special Mass will also be held at St Patrick’s Cemetery in North Parramatta at 6pm. For
more information, contact the Cathedral Parish on (02) 8839 8400.

CATHOLIC ENGAGED ENCOUNTER WEEKEND - 21 —22 February 2021:

UPCOMING MASSES in our CHURCH - Remembering our Loved Ones

“May perpetual light shine upon them.”

Catholic Women’s League Deceased Members Annual Mass:
We will be holding our annual Mass for the Catholic Women’s League Deceased Members on Friday, 6™ November,
9.30am. Everyone is welcome.

Deceased Family and Friends Annual Mass:

All parishioners are invited to attend a Mass which will be celebrated to the Repose of the Souls of family members
commencing at 7.00pm on Wednesday, 18" November.

A candle ceremony will be part of the celebration of the Mass so if you would like your loved one remembered by lighting
a candle, which your family member will place on the sanctuary, please contact the Parish centre by the week ending, 4™
November 2020.

A framed photo of your loved one could be placed on the sanctuary before the commencement of Mass (prior to 7pm).

If any parishioner requires transport, please contact Molly Hurley on 4751 2167.

NOVEMBER - Remembering the Dead:

November is the month of the year that we remember the dead. During this time we continue to pray for those who
have gone before us in faith and that they will be embraced by God.

If you would like to place the name of your loved one in to the BOOK OF SAINTS please print their name clearly on to an
envelope and place in to the collection box at the back of the church.

How prepared are you for marriage? Engaged Encounter provides you with deeper insights into each other and into
married life. We give you a chance to spend time together to strengthen and enrich your relationship. The next
Engaged Encounter Weekend will be held on 21 — 22 February 2021 at St Joseph’s Baulkham Hills. For further
information and to register, visit www.engagedencounter.org.au/

WEEKEND MASSES - PLEASE BOOK

Dear Parishioners,

We implore you to please follow the COVID-Safety Plans we have in place at our Parish and
book for our weekend Masses. We will be moving in to our busiest time of the year and if you
have not pre-booked for the weekends, and the numbers go over 150, we will have no choice
but to refuse you entry.

We have noticed that Parishioners are leaving the Church who have not signed in. We as a
Parish made a pledge to the NSW Government that we would adhere to all of the guidelines set
out before us, so please sign_in_upon arrival. This only takes a few seconds of your time. If
you are running late for Mass, take a breath, sign in and then take a seat quietly. You will other-
wise be asked to leave your seat to sign in.

These plans have been put in to place for your safety and for us to be allowed to open our doors
for you.

Please help us to help you.
PLEASE PHONE during office hours: Tuesday - Friday, 8.30am - 3.30 pm
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