
We acknowledge and pay respect to the Darug and Gundugarra People and their elders - the traditional custodians of the land on which we gather 

Today’s Readings:  Apoc 7:2-4, 9-14; 1 Jn 3:1-3; Mt 5:1-12      All Saints Day  

 Entrance Antiphon:  ‘Let us all rejoice in the Lord, as we celebrate the feast day in honour of all Saints, at whose festival 

the Angels rejoice and praise the Son of God.’  

 Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 23: 1-6 

R.  Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face. 

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, Alleluia! Come to me, all you that labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest, says 

the Lord.  Alleluia! 

Communion Antiphon:  ‘Blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall see God.  Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be 

called children of God.  Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Next Week: Wis 6:12-16; 1 Thess 4:13-18; Mt 25:1-13 
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St Thomas Aquinas Parish Bulletin 168 Hawkesbury Road, SPRINGWOOD NSW 2777 

 PO Box 4410, WINMALEE NSW 2777 

 Phone: 4754 1052  
 Email: sta@internode.on.net / springwood@parracatholic.org 

   Parish Website: www.stachurchspringwood.org.au 

   Parish Facebook Page: St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Community Springwood 

   Parish Priest: Fr Paul Slyney - 4754 1052  Emergency ONLY: 0418 461 316 

   Assistant Priest:  Fr Michael Gathuku - 4754 1052  Emergency ONLY: 0474 272 605 

   Parish Pastoral Council:  Email - springwoodppc@gmail.com 

   Parish Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday 8.30 am - 3.30 pm 

Weekend Masses: Saturday Vigil Mass 5.00 pm, Sunday 8.00 am and 9.30 am 

Weekday Mass: Tuesday - Saturday 9.30 am 

Rosary & Devotions: Tuesday - Saturday 9.00 am    

Adoration, Rosary & Chaplet: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 7.30 - 8.30 pm 

Intercession & Adoration: None until further notice 

Baptisms: 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month - 10.30am and by appointment  

Reconciliation: By appointment 

Weddings: By appointment - restricted numbers 

Funerals: By appointment - restricted numbers 

All Saints’ Homily 
 

All Saints Day is the day we honour all who have come to share in the heavenly life – and not just those that the Church has declared to be saints. 

 

All Saints Day -- is so that those who are not among the hundreds that the Church has declared to be saints can also be honoured.  This is primarily 
the day of the unknown saint – that is, those who are not known by the whole Church. 

 

Let us focus by “the honouring of the unknown saints” -- because I believe that many of those saints who are not known by the whole Church have 
been known by us.  The Gospel of today gives us a pretty good idea of who it is that makes it into the company of the saints, I have good reason to 
believe that many of my family members and friends are among them.   And I am sure that many of yours are too. 

 

When I attend funeral services and eulogies are read, I truly hear hundreds of such people:  We have known and heard of the blessed poor in spirit – 
Those who were not obsessed with worldly wealth because they knew their lives depended on God. 

 

We have known the blessed mourners – Those who were grieved by the many ways that people have turned away from God and have done hurtful 
things and have committed evils to other human beings.  We have known the blessed meek – Those who lived lives of humble service even though 
others may have taken advantage of their goodness at times. 

 

We have known the blessed ones who hungered and thirsted for righteousness – Those who had such a strong desire to live in a relationship with God 
and God’s people.  We have known the blessed merciful – Those who were always supportive of those that many had given up on and wanted justice 
on them.  We have known the blessed pure of heart – Those whose moral uprightness seemed to extend to the very depths of their being and was 
reflected in the many good things they did and said. 

 

We have known the blessed peacemakers – Those who were always trying to help people get along with one another and to bring people into the 
wholeness and harmony that God desires for all.  And we have known the blessed persecuted – Those who were treated badly by others because they 
chose to bear witness to their faith in Christ, yet still had a joy about them because they trusted in the promises of God. 

 

We have all known such people, though perhaps they lived the beatitudes in ways that were a bit more perceptive than many of those the Church 
has declared to be saints. 
 

Today we remember them, pray with them and appreciate them. There are so many and we are invited today to not only remember them, but to 
imitate them. 

With gratitude let us join them in Holiness. 

The below is an article from the Vatican Catholic Weekly which explores Pope Francis’ new encyclical - “Fratelli 
Tutti: on Fraternity and Social Friendship”.    
 
I implore you to read the encyclical in its entirety which you can find online (w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/
en/encyclicals).  The new encyclical is a very thought provoking document which I hope will entice discussion.   

 

Fr Michael Gathuku 
 
 Continuation…..    Week three and final week….. 

 

Anna Rowlands, a British theologian invited to help present the document at the Vatican, told Catholic News 
Service the text’s “golden thread” is about discerning “what gives life” and helps everyone to develop their full 
potential and flourish. 

 

“The whole theme of the document is about the way in which we’re called to attend to the world as Christ 
attended to the world,” paying attention to reality rather than “evading it and avoiding it,” and praying for the 
grace to respond as Jesus would. 

 

When people ask, “Who is my neighbour?” often what they really want to know is “Who is not my 
neighbour?” or “Who can I legitimately say is not my responsibility,” Rowlands said. 

 

Pope Francis called for catechesis and preaching that “speak more directly and clearly about the social 
meaning of existence, the fraternal dimension of spirituality, our conviction of the inalienable dignity of each 
person and our reasons for loving and accepting all our brothers and sisters.”  He also used the encyclical to 
strongly reassert a traditional tenet of Catholic social teaching: “the universal destination of goods” or “the 
common use of created goods,” which asserts, as St. John Paul said, that “God gave the earth to the whole 
human race for the sustenance of all its members, without excluding or favouring anyone.” 

 

The right to private property, and the benefits to individuals and society of protecting that right, Pope Francis 
wrote, “can only be considered a secondary natural right.” “The right of some to free enterprise or market 
freedom cannot supersede the rights of peoples and the dignity of the poor, or, for that matter, respect for the 
natural environment,” the Pope said. “Business abilities, which are a gift from God, should always be clearly 
directed to the development of others and to eliminating poverty,” especially through the creation of jobs that 
pay a living wage. 

 

Pope Francis, Rowlands said, “wants to rehabilitate this idea of social friendship and social peace in the face of 
an all-pervasive social violence, which he sees running through the economy, running increasingly through 
politics, running through social media.” 

 

The Pope is not despairing, she said, but realistic. “He wants to offer a vision of how you begin from the most 
local, most every day and most concrete realities to build a culture of peace at every level.” 
 

 

 The Springwood Parish has a printed and bound copy of the “Fratelli Tutti: On Fraternity and Social Friendship” available 

for reading.   

(NB: currently on loan). 



UPCOMING MASSES in our CHURCH - Remembering our Loved Ones 
 

“May perpetual light shine upon them.” 
 

Catholic Women’s League Deceased Members Annual Mass: 
We will be holding our annual Mass for the Catholic Women’s League Deceased Members on Friday, 6th November, 
9.30am.  Everyone is welcome. 

 

Deceased Family and Friends Annual Mass: 
All parishioners are invited to attend a Mass which will be celebrated to the Repose of the Souls of family members 
commencing at 7.00pm on Wednesday, 18th November. 
A candle ceremony will be part of the celebration of the Mass so if you would like your loved one remembered by lighting 
a candle, which your family member will place on the sanctuary, please contact the Parish centre by the week ending, 4th 
November 2020. 
A framed photo of your loved one could be placed on the sanctuary before the commencement of Mass (prior to 7pm). 
If any parishioner requires transport, please contact Molly Hurley on 4751 2167 or Liz Farrer on 4751 7096. 
 

NOVEMBER - Remembering the Dead:                                               

November is the month of the year that we remember the dead.  During this time we continue to pray for those who 
have gone before us in faith and that they will be embraced by God.   

If you would like to place the name of your loved one in to the BOOK OF SAINTS please print their name clearly on to an 
envelope and place in to the collection box at the back of the church.    
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Recently Deceased:  Janice Teresa Brown, Grisel Rambukkana (Theresa) 

Sick:      Victor Gresser (aged 2), Kay Bonomini, Michael Mercieca, Diana Donnelly, Pamela Pereira, Melissa 

Baxter, Mary Ellen Schell, Sue Downes, Joan Eastwood, Gwen Daly, Kerry Aitken, Anthony O’Connell, Wal & 

Anne Knoke, Angela Brown, Lea Dardenne, Francisco Robles, Teresita Robles, Susie Ziino, Patricia Duffy, 

Sarah Walke, Jackie Davies, Kimberly Cusack, Margaret Healy, Colleen Lusty, Lorna Lyons, Christopher 

Coombs, Lucinda Goodwin, Angela Coombs, Leila Baker, Mary Coombs, Slawcia Pisarska, Luca Hurley, Joan 

Lohrey, Sarah & Thomas McGoram, Frances Hinder, Shirley Anderson, Peter Doherty, Val Hardy, Carmel 

Chetcuti, Emile Amine, Janice Glassington, Helen Meville, Susan Solomon, Thomas Glavas,  

and all Private Intentions. 

Due to the strict privacy laws, names of the deceased and sick can only be included in the Bulletin with the express permission of the 

immediate family. Thank you. 

Schools in our Parish 

  

 

                                                   

St Thomas Aquinas Primary School 

Principal - Ms Marina Hardy 4723 3800 

 

 

 

St Columba’s Catholic College 

Principal - Mr Paul Ryan 4754 8900  

 

 

ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL ALL SOULS’ DAY MASSES  -  2 November: 
To commemorate All Souls’ Day on 2 November, Mass will be celebrated at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta at 
6.30am, 12.30pm and 7pm. A special Mass will also be held at St Patrick’s Cemetery in North Parramatta at 6pm. For 
more information, contact the Cathedral Parish on (02) 8839 8400.  

 

ST FINBAR’S GLENBROOK ALL SOULS’ DAY MASS - 2 November: 
You are welcome to join the Parishioners at St Finbar’s Parish, Glenbrook for All Souls’ Day Mass, beginning at 
7.00pm.  Please phone Juliana in the Parish office to book your place on 4739 8929. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CATHOLIC ENGAGED ENCOUNTER WEEKEND  -  21 – 22 February 2021: 
How prepared are you for marriage? Engaged Encounter provides you with deeper insights into each other and into 
married life. We give you a chance to spend time together to strengthen and enrich your relationship. The next 
Engaged Encounter Weekend will be held on 21 – 22 February 2021 at St Joseph’s Baulkham Hills. For further 
information and to register, visit www.engagedencounter.org.au/  

 

PARISH COLLECTION ENVELOPES: 
Your Parish collection envelopes are available at the back of the church. Please collect if you have not already done 
so.  Thank you. 

 

DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA, COVID-19 UPDATE: 
Parishes across Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains have COVID-Safety plans in place requiring social distancing, 
maximum attendance figures and other safety measures. We also highly recommend wearing masks to Mass and 
other services. You are encouraged to check with your parish on what measures they have in place before attending. 
For more information, please visit the Diocesan website www.parracatholic.org/covid19      
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FR MICHAEL NEWS 

We wish to inform you that Fr Michael has been appointed at Our Lady of the Way Parish, Emu Plains 

from the 1st December 2020. 

Fr Michael has been with us for the last 2 years at Springwood/Lawson Parish and has formed many close 

relationships with our Parishioners.  He will be missed and we wish him well in his new position. 

We thank Fr Michael for his dedication and service.  We have been incredibly fortunate to have him serve 

our community with such grace and humility.   

Go well, go gently and God bless. 

ALL SOULS’ DAY MASS  
at St Thomas Aquinas Church 

Monday, 2nd November 2020, 9.30am 

 

Fr Michael welcomes you to join him: 

November is the month that we remember family and friends that have 

gone before us in faith.  We would like to honour those loved ones by    

saying a Mass on Monday morning, 9.30am.   

 

http://www.engagedencounter.org.au/
http://www.parracatholic.org/covid19

