
We acknowledge and pay respect to the Darug and Gundugarra People and their elders - the traditional custodians of the land on which we gather 

Today’s Readings:  Ezek 34:11-12, 15-17; 1 Cor 15:20-26, 28: Mt 25:31-46 

 Entrance Antiphon:  How worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and divinity, and wisdom and 

strength and honour.  To him belong glory and power for ever and ever.  

 Responsorial Psalm: Ps 22:1-3, 5-6. R. v. 1 

R.  The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, Alleluia! Blessings on him who comes in the name of the Lord!  Blessings on the 

coming kingdom of our father David! Alleluia! 

Communion Antiphon:  The Lord sits as King for ever.  The Lord will bless his people with peace. 

Next Week: FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT, Year B  Is 63:16-17, 64:1, 3-8; 1 Cor 1:3-9; Mk 13:33-37 
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 PO Box 4410, Winmalee, NSW, 2777 

 Phone: 02 4754 1052  
 Email: sta@internode.on.net / springwood@parracatholic.org 

   Parish Website: www.stachurchspringwood.org.au 

   Parish Facebook Page: St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Community Springwood 

   Parish Priest: Fr Paul Slyney - 4754 1052  Emergency ONLY: 0418 461 316 

   Assistant Priest:  Fr Michael Gathuku - 4754 1052  Emergency ONLY: 0474 272 605 

   Parish Pastoral Council:  Email - springwoodppc@gmail.com 

   Parish Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday 8.30 am - 3.30 pm 

Weekend Masses: Saturday Vigil Mass 5.00 pm, Sunday 8.00 am and 9.30 am 

Weekday Mass: Tuesday - Saturday 9.30 am 

Rosary & Devotions: Tuesday - Saturday 9.00 am    

Adoration, Rosary & Chaplet: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 7.30 - 8.30 pm 

Intercession & Adoration: None until further notice 

Baptisms: 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month - 10.30am and by appointment  

Reconciliation: By appointment 

Weddings: By appointment - restricted numbers 

Funerals: By appointment - restricted numbers 

              THE GOSPEL 

               Matthew 25:31-46 
 

For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me drink. 

O Jesus, 
King of Creation, 

you came from glory, 
to the rough roads of Galilee; 

you took a crown of sharp thorns, 
  and received a killing cross for your throne 

You put on poverty, to be like us, 
so that we might be holy 

like you are 
holy. 

So 
let us care 

 for your creation that is ill, 
 welcome the stranger, 

visit him in prison, 
feed her and 

clothe 
her, and slake 

your deepest thirst. 
 

Anne M. Osdieck 

 

Reflection -  Make Your Choice 

 

This is the last Sunday of the Church year, which year, as you know, is different from the calendar one. Next 
week we will begin the new year, starting with Advent, our waiting for the birth of Jesus into the world. On 
this last Sunday of the year, the Church appropriately celebrates the feast of Christ the King. 
 

Here is the story of this king of ours. 
 

First, God continually sought out his people throughout history, inviting them to a covenant relationship. But 
the “shepherds of Israel” let God’s sheep scatter over the face of the earth. They actually made meals of the 
sheep instead of feeding them. So God said the words of the First Reading. “I myself will look after and tend 
my sheep. The injured I will bind up, the sick I will heal.” 
 

God’s care for his people is exquisite, and it is the foundation of all our belief. He shepherds us today in the 
same way. 
 

The Responsorial Psalm, “The Lord is My Shepherd,” is used here simply as a reply to the First Reading. To 
paraphrase, “We see that God is shepherding us, as he promised. Goodness and kindness are given abun-
dantly. God lets us walk beside restful waters, through green pastures.” We are filled with gratitude. 
 

People of different generations sometimes remember and sometimes forget God’s love. The ones who for-
get it fill their lives with other gods, whichever seemed most attractive. Idols, these are called. 
 

So, in the Second Reading, St. Paul tells us about Christ, who is God’s shepherding made flesh. Although 
death and sorrow and sin have been on the rampage, Christ brings the First Reading’s light and peace and 
wholeness.  Then the Gospel tells us in a parable who will receive this light and peace. Not everyone can be 
counted among God’s beloved sheep. Some people have been goats instead. 
 

How do you know which you are? The standard is extremely clear. Have you cared for the hungry? Have 
you given water to the thirsty? What about welcoming the stranger, and giving clothes to those who have 
none and what about visiting people in prison? This is what God did in the First Reading. It is what Jesus did 
in his life on earth. It is the loving duty he has entrusted to us who are his body, his band of shepherds. If 
you have joined this group, then you are one of the sheep who have received Christ's love and who are very 
grateful.  But maybe you or I have never taken time to care for Christ’s least brother or sister. Maybe we are 
goats. 

 

If we keep on that way, we should not be surprised when God says at the end of time, You never did pass 
on to others the care I gave to you. You did not let me into their lives. If you had, your gratitude for my love 
would have led you to them! I care to shepherd you even now, but all I can do is affirm the choice you have 
made with your life. You have chosen to live without me, your God, and I must respect your choice. 
 

This is how a real King acts. He respects and honours his subjects’ needs and desires. We have to ask our-
selves in freedom which side we are on right now. 

Before it is too late.                                                                                                                   John Foley, S.J. 

A parishioner's reflection on Fratelli Tutti "Brothers and Sisters all" 

Continuation….. 
3. I was reading Chapter 5 (A Better Kind of Politics) on Sunday 4th November when President-elect Biden made a hope-filled address 
to the nation/world. Being an active Catholic Mr. Biden may well have read and echoed Fratelli Tutti. To give you a flavour of Francis' 
thoughts on politics I will quote from paragraph 186: 
'There is a kind of love which is 'elicited': its acts proceed directly from the acts of charity and are directed to individuals and peoples. 
There is also 'commanded love', expressed in those acts of charity that spur people to create more sound institutions, more just regula-
tions, more supportive structures ...so that one's neighbour will not be found in poverty. It is an act of charity to work to change the 
social conditions that cause his or her poverty. If someone helps an elderly person cross a river that is a fine act of charity. The          
politician, on the other hand, builds a bridge. While one person can help another by providing something to eat, a politician creates a 
job for that person....' 
 

My limited capacities - both in typing and mind - prevent me from summarising the whole encyclical but I will just brainstorm some of 
the issues that Pope Francis discusses in the other chapters: 
Chp 1: Dark Clouds over a Closed World - aggressive nationalism, cultural colonisation, a throwaway world, abuse of human rights, 
globalisation, Covid, migration, refugees, 'information without wisdom' 
Chp 3: Envisaging an Open World - authentic relationships, hospitality, integration of handicapped and elderly, intrinsic worth of indi-
viduals, social role of property, solidarity, international relationships 

(Copy of Fratelli Tutti is currently available for loan in Parish Office) 

A Poem to sit with 
 

The Anointed Ones 
 

Called to disgust 
 

their honours are 
accolades of abuse 

and ridicule 
 

their acknowledgment 
a dime or quarter 

 

their burden 
to live Truth 
in passing 

 

Truth—hidden and dumb 
speechless as marrow 

 

at Baptism 
branded by 
the Trinity 

 

before they were 

born—Yhwh pro- 

nounced their name 

 

J.Janda 
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SINGING IN CHURCH - Chris Wilson will be singing this weekend at our Mass for Christ the King.  
We would like to remind our Parishioners that it is for the singers only, Parishioners are still 
unable to participate due to COVID-19 restrictions.  Thank you for your consideration and 
keeping everyone around you safe. 

 

THE WEARING OF MASKS - On consideration of the most recent NSW Health advice, the Diocese of 
Parramatta highly recommends all worshippers at Masses in the Diocese to wear a mask to, during and 
from Mass and other services.  We understand the inconvenience masks may pose, but the health of our 
parishioners and the wider community is our highest concern.  We sincerely thank you for your 
understanding, and for playing your part in keeping our community safe. 

 

THANK YOU to Simone Smith for her contribution to the Western Sydney Vinnies Community Sleepout.  Simone 
has managed to raise over $3,000.  Absolutely remarkable.  Thank you Simone.  (St Vincent de Paul Society, 
Springwood). 

 

ST PATRICK’S GIFT SHOP - If you haven’t visited the Giftshop they are located in Murphy House, within the 
Cathedral precinct.  You could also visit their website  on https://www.stpatricksgiftshop.com to have a look at their 
great Christmas Sale which is happening from Saturday 21st November to Friday 27th November. 

 

The steps that you take today, prepare you for tomorrow 
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   Sick:      Victor Gresser (aged 2), Kay Bonomini, Michael Mercieca, Diana Donnelly,         

Pamela Pereira, Melissa Baxter, Mary Ellen Schell, Sue Downes, Joan Eastwood, Gwen Daly, Kerry Aitken, 

Anthony O’Connell, Wal & Anne Knoke, Angela Brown, Lea Dardenne, Francisco Robles, Teresita Robles, 

Susie Ziino, Patricia Duffy, Sarah Walke, Jackie Davies, Kimberly Cusack, Margaret Healy, Colleen Lusty, 

Lorna Lyons, Christopher Coombs, Lucinda Goodwin, Angela Coombs, Leila Baker, Mary Coombs, Slawcia 

Pisarska, Luca Hurley, Joan Lohrey, Sarah & Thomas McGoram, Frances Hinder, Shirley Anderson, Peter 

Doherty, Val Hardy, Carmel Chetcuti, Emile Amine, Janice Glassington, Helen Meville, Susan Solomon, 

Thomas Glavas,  and all Private Intentions. 
Due to the strict privacy laws, names of the deceased and sick can only be included in the Bulletin with the express permission of the 

immediate family. Thank you. 

Schools in our Parish 

  

 

                                                   

St Thomas Aquinas Primary School 

Principal - Ms Marina Hardy 4723 3800 

 

 

 

St Columba’s Catholic College 

Principal - Mr Paul Ryan 4754 8900  

 

Please join us to farewell 
Fr Michael Gathuku on 
Sunday, 29th November 

after 9.30am Mass.   
 

Please keep in mind our 
COVID-19 Safety Restrictions 

and social distancing. 

 

This is the time of year when the St. Vincent de 

Paul Society members ask Parishioners to support 

families in need by providing Christmas Hampers 

or cash to purchase fruit and vegetable vouchers. 

We are aware that our Mass attendee numbers 

are well down, and that everyone has in some way been affected by COVID-19, so conference members have decided that this 

year our main area of support will be vouchers for food, fruit, vegetables and meat or fish. Envelopes for your donations are 

available on the table near Our Lady’s statue at the entrance to our church and conference  members will be at all Masses on the 

weekends of 28th / 29th November, 5th / 6th  and 12th /  13th December to accept all donations.   

If your family feels able to provide a hamper that would be wonderful.  Please make it suitable for a family of 2 adults and 2 chil-

dren. We have a priority list of families which, with your support, we will endeavour to fill.  

Many thanks for your ongoing support to Vinnies and the people we support.   Any inquiries may be made to Margaret  on       

4753 1031.  

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 2020: 
 

       Springwood     Lawson (OLN) 

 

Christmas Eve, Thurs 24th Dec  5.00pm Children’s Mass  5.00pm Children’s Mass 

       8.00pm VIGIL    8.00pm VIGIL 

Christmas Day, Fri 25th Dec  8.00am, 9.30am   8.00am, 9.00am    

Boxing Day, Sat 26 Dec   No Mass     No Mass 

Sun 27th December    8.00am, 9.30am   8.30am 

Tues 29th, Wed 30th Dec   9.30am     5.00pm 

Thurs 31st Dec     9.30am     9.00am 

Fri 1st January     9.30am     

Houses to Homes 
St Thomas Aquinas Parish Christmas Appeal 

In partnership with CatholicCare we are appealing to our Parishioners to help support young mothers and babies 

through the Houses to Home program. 

This amazing service is for pregnant girls or parenting young women who are homeless or at risk of homelessness.   The demand for 

this program has grown and we would like to be able to  present Houses to Homes with practical gifts i.e. nappies, wipes, baby 

clothes, small children’s toys (please not used toys due to COVID-19 regulations), toiletry items for women etc. 

            Please place your items under the Christmas Tree from Advent.   Thank you.                   

Booking for Christmas Masses: 
We have started to take bookings for all Christmas Masses as we are anticipating large numbers at each Mass.  

Please note that our numbers remain at 150 people per Mass and if you are not on our booking list then our 

Marshalls may refuse you entry.   

Our sincerest apologies but this is a Government regulation and out of our hands. 

https://www.stpatricksgiftshop.com

