
We acknowledge the Darug and Gundugarra people, the traditional custodians of this land and pay our respects to elders both past and present. 

Today’s Readings:  4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT, Year B  2 Sam 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16; Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38 

 Entrance Antiphon:  Drop down dew from above, you heavens, and let the clouds rain down the Just 

One; let the earth be opened and bring forth a Saviour. 

 Responsorial Psalm: Ps 88:2-5, 27, 29. R. cf. v. 2 

R.  For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, Alleluia! I am the servant of the Lord: may his will for me be done. Alleluia! 

Communion Antiphon:  Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son; and his name will be called 

Emmanuel. 

Next Week:  The HOLY FAMILY of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

Fourth Sunday in ADVENT, Year B  20 December 2020 Fourth Sunday in ADVENT, Year B  20 December 2020 

THE GOSPEL 
Luke 1:26-38 

But she was greatly troubled at what was said 
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 

Angel and maiden. 
Their eyes 

met. 
 

They were unnerved! 
Unnerved! 

Both. 

 

She saw heaven in his face, 
he saw earth in 

hers. 
“Yes.” 

 

She said it for all of us. 

 

“Yes.” 

 

Let us say it, 
every year after year, 

summer, fall, winter and spring, 
every ordinary minute of every ordinary day. 

 

Can Jesus be at home in our flesh as he was in Mary’s? 
Anne M. Osdieck 
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Reflection -  This is My Body 

 
 
Where is the proper place for God to abide? Where can we find the Most High? Perhaps these were the questions that David asked of himself and his 
adviser Nathan, because the King was disturbed to be living in a cedar palace while God’s ark was confined in a tent. Although Nathan assured David 
that God was with him no matter where he might go, it was only Nathan’s night-time revelation from God that could make the case: “Why should you 
build a house for me? I have been with you no matter where you have been. And I will build an even greater house for you.” 

 

What are these readings getting at? What is the mystery—“kept secret for long ages,” Paul writes in Romans—that is now manifested through Jesus? 
What is the upshot of this talk of God’s temple and dwelling place—especially in the light of Advent and the promise of Christmas? 

 

The pre-infancy narrative in Luke provides the central clue. It may even suggest a paradoxical answer to one of the more troublesome issues in our 
contemporary church.  Mary is told by the angel Gabriel, the messenger of God, that the Lord is with her. Much more intimate than God’s presence to 
David, the Lord is literally with her. She is the dwelling place. She is the new ark, beyond all our reasonable expectations. She is tent and temple. God is 
literally, physically in her, conceived as human, her very flesh, great with dignity, by the power of the Most High. And she is the temple. She is the 
greater house, the promise to David. 

 

It is Mary’s very acceptance of the “mystery hidden for ages,” her utter openness to the promise of God’s intimacy with us, that yields her pregnancy. 
She believed that God could take human flesh in her, become one with her very body. Herein, she was fertile to bear forth the Most High into the 
world. 

 

This is the heart of the Incarnation mystery: that the ineffable and unnameable God could take human flesh, could become one with us, could be a 
human baby. 

 

Her “yes,” her “fiat,” is, of course, momentous in the drama of the world, an axial point of history. The willingness of Mary to open her life utterly to 
God is a model of our humanity as well as of our church and sacraments. 

 

And this is what brings us to a conundrum for our times. 

 

How does Mary reveal the place of women in the “Mystical Body of Christ”? How do women fit into the church? 
 

We have named Mary not only the mother of Jesus, but the “mother” of divine grace, most pure, inviolate and undefiled. We have designated 
her amiable, admirable, counsellor, prudent, venerable, most powerful, merciful, and faithful. She is the mirror of justice, seat of wisdom, singular 
vessel of devotion, the tower of David. She is the house of gold, a gate of heaven, healer of the sick, a refuge of sinners, and comforter of the afflicted. 

 

Does not a question suggest itself? If Mary—the mother of Jesus Christ, the very Word of God made flesh—is all of that, could she be a priest? 

There are those who think that women should be ordained. There are those who think otherwise. But who among them appeals to the revelation of 

Christ, rather than enlightened self-interest, merely human traditions, or ideology? Who among them humbly considers the Word of God,  

willing to say, “Let it be done according to your word”? 

 

Blessed Isaac of Stella, in the readings of the Liturgy of the Hours for Saturday of the second week of Advent, portrays the reality of Mary that we must 
all assume. 

 

In a way, every Christian is also believed to be a bride of God’s Word, a mother of Christ, His daughter and sister, at once virginal and fruitful. These 
words are used in a universal sense of the church, in a special sense of Mary, in a particular sense of the individual Christian. Christ dwelt for nine 
months in the tabernacle of Mary’s womb. He dwells until the end of the ages in the tabernacle of the church’s faith. 

 

This observation of Blessed Isaac is a challenge to those of us who might think that a woman does not appropriately image Christ or adequately sym-
bolise the incarnate mystery. 

 

The Blessed Virgin Mary was the first human person who could say of Jesus, “This is my body, this is my blood.” She was the first altar of the Incarna-
tion’s mystery. Her body a fitting temple, she was the prime analogate for those who know and live the mysteries of transubstantiation. 

 

Was she not, then, the first priest, the first minister of the sacrament of the real presence? 

 

How might those who hold that women are symbolically inadequate for the priesthood think about this? What might some feminists, who seem only 
ashamed of Mary, the mother of God, find by entering the mystery of her being? What might we all learn of her utter openness to the presence of 
God? That we, too, are called to make the Word our flesh? 

John Kavanaugh, SJ 

  

A Poem to sit with 
 

Shalom 

 

Your voice 
has blessed 

my day 

and though 
we must pass 

the trees 
will not 
forget 

they were 
listening 

others will 
hear your 
blessing 

in their 
voices and 

 

not be 
afraid. 

 

J. Janda 

We will be closed 

from 1.00pm      

Wednesday, 23rd 

December until 

8.30am Tuesday, 

12th January 2021 

At Christmas time and throughout the year, may God’s love touch everything you do and remind you you’re forever blessed. 

Have a blessed and safe Christmas with your family and friends and we look forward to seeing you all in 2021. 

If we keep Christ in our heart, Christmas has no end. 

Merry Christmas from Fr Paul, Fr Shinto, Chris and Debbie. 

We will be closed from 1pm Wednesday, 23rd December until 8.30am Tuesday, 12th January 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/122020.cfm


THE WEARING OF MASKS - FOR OUR COMMUNITY’S SAFETY, WE HIGHLY 
RECOMMEND WEARING A MASK TO MASS  

 

HOUSES TO HOMES — St Thomas Aquinas Parish Christmas Appeal.  All of the wonderful items that our Parish has donated 

to Houses to Homes will be delivered on Monday, 21st December.  It is with a grateful heart and plenty of love that they will be 
delivered.  Thank you to our wonderful, kind and generous Parish community. 
 

ST VINCENT de PAUL THANK YOU  -  The members of St Vincent de Paul, and the families we support, are 

overwhelmed by the response of our parishioners to our Christmas appeal again this year.  $4,500 was collected at 

Masses over three weekends and with hampers donated, we have been able to bring joy and love to over 40 families 

this Christmas.  Included with one donation was a letter, part of which we would like to share with you.                                                      

“Domestic violence, divorce and homelessness took away my ability to dream. But in all the trauma the people of 

St. Vincent de Paul were able to give me and my children a glimmer of hope. It was their hand up that got me and 

the kids out of homelessness. Early this year we were in a position where we were no longer struggling to make 

ends meet and in a home. Then the Coronavirus hit Australia and the economic impact meant my hours and pay at 

work have been reduced. I don’t know what the future holds for us without Job keeper. It’s just devastating. My 

biggest concerns are the rent, school fees and the kids’ medical bills. The lovely people from Vinnies are keeping in 

contact and have offered to help us out financially during these tough times.   Thank you kindly.”                                                                                                          

Your continued support of the work of St. Vincent de Paul enables us to put our faith, yes your faith as well as ours, 

into action.   May God bless you abundantly during this wonderful Christmas season and throughout 2021.                                                                                 

JESUIT REFUGEE SERVICE’S CHRISTMAS GIFT CARD DRIVE  -  The Jesuit Refugee Service and House of Welcome are 

dealing with a 400% increase in emergency assistance calls and are needing to feed over 1,000 people facing destitution each 
week.  Please consider supporting refugees and people seeking asylum by donating gift cards this Christmas.  Please email 
anne.nesbitt@jrs.org.au or zoe.grant@jrs.org.au if you are able to help.   

 

CHRISTMAS MASS AND RECONCILIATION TIMES  -  Christmas Mass and Reconciliation times from parishes across 

Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains are available now on the Diocese of Parramatta website www.parracatholic.org, on 
Catholic Outlook www.catholicoutlook.org and on our Diocesan social media channels.  Merry Christmas from the Diocese of 
Parramatta.  
 

THE EPIPHANY PILGRAMAGE 2021  -   The Epiphany Pilgrimage is a not-for-profit event of the Diocese of Parramatta and 

outreach of the Blue Mountains Deanery.  From 2 – 9 January, pilgrims walk through the beautiful Blue Mountains bushland and 
spend time in prayer and fellowship. Limited overnight registrations are available, and day walkers are welcome. For more 
information and to register, visit www.epiphanypilgrimage.org. To follow the journey see https://www.facebook.com/
epiphanypilgrimage/  

 

IMMACULATA MISSION SCHOOL 2021 —   5 days of Prayer, Adoration, talks, daily Mass, community friendship, 

recreation, praise and worship.  Featuring talks from Archbishop Julian Porteous, Fr Bob Galea, The Sisters of the Immaculata 

and Lay Community, Paul Elarde, James Parker plus more!  Cost is $220pp with basic shared accommodation, $170pp with no 

accommodation.  Includes food, speakers, activities and youth & children’s ministry.   Register at sistersoftheimmaculata.org.au/

ims, phone 0406 372 608 or email immaculatamissionschool@gmail.com. 
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          Sick:  Mary Ellen Schell, Joan Eastwood, Gwen Daly, Angela Brown, Patricia Duffy, Lorna 

Lyons, Lucinda Goodwin, Leila Baker, Mary Coombs, Luca Hurley, Shirley Anderson, Val Hardy, 

Thomas Glavas and all Private Intentions. 

 

Due to the strict privacy laws, names of the deceased and sick can only be included in the Bulletin with the express permission of the 

immediate family. Thank you. 

Please Note:  Our sick list will re-start in 2021 with no names.  If you wish to have a relative placed on to 

the sick list in January/February, please advise the Parish office. 

 
CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 2020: 

       Springwood     Lawson (OLN) 
 

Christmas Eve, Thurs 24th Dec  5.00pm Children’s Mass  5.00pm Children’s Mass 

       ** 8.00pm VIGIL    8.00pm VIGIL 

Christmas Day, Fri 25th Dec  8.00am, 9.30am   8.00am, 9.00am    

Boxing Day, Sat 26 Dec   9.30am Communion Service/Rosary No Mass 

Sun 27th December    8.00am, 9.30am   8.30am 

Tues 29th, Wed 30th Dec   9.30am     5.00pm 

Thurs 31st Dec     9.30am     9.00am 

Fri 1st January     9.30am  

5pm Children’s Mass will be held under the covered area at St Thomas   

Aquinas Primary School.   

Please bring along a chair or picnic blanket to sit on.   

You must sign in upon entry through the gates of  the school.  

**  8pm Vigil Mass will be held in the Church.   

The 2nd Rite of Reconciliation has been scheduled for Tuesday, 22nd December at 7:00 PM 

Fr Paul and Fr Shinto will be present on the evening 

**NEW**  TAP and GO Donation Machine 

*  Make a Cashless Contribution  * 

On guidance from the Diocese we have received a new Tap and Go  

Donation Machine. 

This will be for the second planned giving collection  
(You may still give via our Offertory Boxes) 

SIMPLY tap on the device near the contactless logo 
The machine has been pre-set at $10.00 per transaction 

http://www.epiphanypilgrimage.org
https://www.facebook.com/epiphanypilgrimage/
https://www.facebook.com/epiphanypilgrimage/

