
We acknowledge the Darug and Gundugarra people, the traditional custodians of this land and pay our respects to elders both past and present. 

Today’s Readings:  Is 55:1-11 or Is 42:1-4, 6-7; 1 Jn 5:1-9 or Acts 10:34-38; Mk 1:7-11 

 Entrance Antiphon:  After the Lord was baptised, the heavens were opened, and the Spirit descended upon him like a 

dove, and the voice of the Father thundered: This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased. 

 Responsorial Psalm: Isa 12:2-6. R. v. 6  

R. You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.  

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, Alleluia! John saw Jesus approaching him, and said: 

Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. Alleluia! 

Communion Antiphon:  Behold the One of whom John said: I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God. 

Next Week: ORDINARY TIME  -  1 Sam 3:3-10,19; 1 Cor 6:13-15, 17-20; Jn 1:35-42 
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St Thomas Aquinas Parish Bulletin 168 Hawkesbury Road, Springwood, NSW, 2777 

 PO Box 4410, Winmalee, NSW 2777 

 Phone: 02 4754 1052  

 Email: springwood@parracatholic.org 

   Parish Website:  www.stachurchspringwood.org.au 

   Parish Facebook Page:  St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Community Springwood 

   Parish Priest:  Fr Paul Slyney - 4754 1052  Emergency ONLY: 0418 461 316 

   Assistant Priest:   Fr Shinto Francis - 4754 1052  Emergency ONLY: 0415 077 969 

   Parish Pastoral Council:   Email - springwoodppc@gmail.com 

   Parish Office Hours:  Tuesday to Friday 8.30 am - 3.30 pm 

Weekend Masses: Saturday Vigil Mass 5.00 pm, Sunday 8.00 am and 9.30 am 

Weekday Mass: Tuesday - Saturday 9.30 am 

Rosary & Devotions: Tuesday - Saturday 9.00 am    

Adoration, Rosary & Chaplet: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of every month, 7.30 - 8.30 pm 

Intercession & Adoration: None until further notice 

Baptisms: 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month - 10.30am and by appointment  

Reconciliation: By request 

Weddings: By appointment - restricted numbers 

Funerals: By appointment - restricted numbers 

 

       THE GOSPEL 
        Mark 1:7-11 

 He saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit, like a dove, 
descending upon him. And a voice came from the heavens, 
     “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”  

 
 John baptised Jesus with water. 

 

The Spirit broke through Earth’s boundaries, 
rushed into the world of time, and 

told our universe again 
that 

God is with us. 
 

Spirit, 
tear open 

 the heavens. 
 Break through our 

set-in-stone boundaries, 
and descend into the depths 

 of our hearts. 
 

Pour rivers of grace on all of us. 
 

Anne Osdieck 

 

Reflection  —   The Covenant 
 
That water must have felt good. 
 

Granted, the Jordan river was murky and teeming with various pungent smells of desert growths, scuttling creatures, 
dry dust, and of course the unbathed bodies of ordinary people. Still it felt good. John the Baptist’s voice boomed out 
over the waiting crowd. “Repent!” 

 

Maybe you remember your own river swims as a kid, how it felt to sink into thick muddy water, how the mixture could 
go up your nose and, uck, into your mouth. And you can recall how it sounded when you dove up through the water-
surface again. 
 

Here in the desert, people had come to the water for baptism. The river must have been a potent symbol for them, 
since their means of cleanliness were limited. 
 

Jesus was one of people. He entered John’s baptism just like the others, entirely submerging his road-weary body when 
told to.   But when he came up from underwater, a great surprise waited for him. The New American Bible translates it 
this way: the heavens were “torn open.” Out of the torn sky came the voice of the Holy Spirit, to announce to the world 
that God’s ancient covenant of love now was before them in person, in the flesh—dirty and wet, just as they were. 
Covenant. 
 

What is a covenant? To put it simply, an agreement. God said, “I agree to be your God and you agree to be my people.” 
This proposal was re-stated many times in ancient scripture, with varying degrees of success. But now Jesus had come 
into the world to actually become this covenant. He was the most profound agreement possible of God and humanity. 
He was both halves of the covenant, God’s and humans’. 
 

Many centuries earlier, the book of Isaiah had predicted this moment. The following words were uttered during the ex-
ile of Israel in Babylon: 
 

Here is my servant whom I uphold, my chosen one with whom I am pleased, upon whom I have put my spirit.  
He shall bring forth justice to the nations. (First Reading) 

 

After so many centuries had passed, the Holy Spirit was descending now upon Jesus, and a voice was saying, 
“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

 

The time had come, after such a long anticipation. 
 

What would this brand new covenant life in God be like? It would be gentle (“not crying out, not shouting, not 
making his voice heard in the street”). It would deliver God’s love to the unkempt, the dripping wet, the honest 
(and dishonest), the alluring (and repulsive) people of everyday life. Instead of excluding them, Jesus, who had 
become the covenant, would invite people down from trees where they scrambled to see him. He would say “of 
course I do” in answer to “Lord if you want to you can cure me.” He will pity the soldiers who were ordered to kill 
him. He will agree to the shrewd thief’s cry for pity. 
 

We cannot doubt that he will reach into the heart and soul of each of us, even into the parts that so shame and 
embarrass us. 
 

Most of us have already swum in this particular river, now known as baptismal water. It washes us clean, washes 
us free so that today we may surge up and out of our sin and reluctance, so that we may be surprised by the 
great words Jesus now says to each and every of us: 
 

  “You are my beloved; in you I am well pleased.” (Gospel) 
 

John Foley, SJ 
 

Fr. John Foley, SJ, is a composer and scholar at St. Louis University   

 

 

A Poem to sit with 

Here is my servant whom I uphold, 
my chosen one with whom I am pleased, 

upon whom I have put my spirit. 
(Isaiah 42:1)  

 
 

Christ Our Earth 
 

“I have come that 
you might have life 

and have it more abundantly 
 

do not fear my little children 
 

I have overcome the darkness 
 

the water that I shall give 
will  turn into a spring 

inside you welling 
up to eternal life” 

 
J.Janda 

We will be 

back next 

Tuesday, 12th 

January 2021 

at 8.30am  
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https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/011021.cfm
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https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/42?1
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 Recently Deceased:    Leila Baker 

 

Sick:      Luca Hurley and all Private Intentions. 
Due to the strict privacy laws, names of the deceased and sick can only be included in the Bulletin with the express permission 

of the immediate family. Thank you. 

“The Lord will 

bless his people 

with peace”. 

 

 

News Update for St Thomas Aquinas Parish 
 

 As of midnight 2nd January 2021, Masses will only be able to hold 100 people at one time. 
 
 If you have previously booked in for a weekend Mass you will still be on our list.  We are 

unable to take walk-ins at other weekend Masses so if you miss your time-slot, then you 
will have to wait for the following week’s Mass. 

 
 Face masks are mandatory at places of worship from midnight 2nd January 2021. From 

Monday 4th January 2021, non-compliance with wearing face masks will attract a $200 on-
the-spot-fine for individuals. Please bring along your own face masks.  Children under 
12 are exempt but are encouraged to wear masks where practicable.  

 
 To book a place for a weekend Mass please phone, email or Facebook message the 

Parish office and we will make sure your name is on the Mass list.   
 
 We would like to remind our Parishioners that we are liable for a $26,000 fine for not 

complying with our Covid-19 Safety Rules.  Please help us to keep our community safe.   
 
 Please respect the Covid-Safety Office/Usher and listen to their advice.  Thank you. 

 
E: springwood@parracatholic.org 

P: 02 4754 1052 
FB: St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Community Springwood 

 

**NEW**  TAP and GO Donation Machine 

*  Make a Cashless Contribution  * 

On guidance from the Diocese we have received a new Tap and Go  

Donation Machine. 

This is for the second planned giving collection  

(You may still give via our Offertory Boxes) 

SIMPLY tap on the device near the contactless logo 

The machine has been pre-set at $10.00 per transaction 

THE FIRST READING 
Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 or Isaiah 55:1-11 

 

All you who are thirsty, come to the water. 
 

We spend money 
on foods that don’t satisfy. 

 

We drink and we still thirst. 

 

O God, 
you are the water that quenches; 

the food that delights. 

 

Help us all come to the water; 
let us seek and find you. 

 

Bless our thirst. 

 

Let us drink. 

 

 
Anne Osdieck  

“Peace begins with a smile.”  
Mother Teresa 

We will be 

back next 

Tuesday, 12th 

January 2021 

at 8.30am  

Worship Wednesday:  Each week young Catholic musicians who serve parishes, schools 

and movements with their musical gifts across Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains 

invite us into their home for LIVE, un-edited praise and worship. Worship Wednesday is 

a powerful tool to reach all of God’s people and spread a little joy and hope. Anthony   

Silvestrini, one of our very talented Parishioners, is at the forefront of Worship Wednes-

day and we recommend you tune in to this wonderful musical experience. 

https://thewell.org.au/categories/prayer-worship 

Office For Worship 2021 Liturgical Ministry Formation Course 
  

The Office for Worship’s Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses will be held again in February 2021. 

This course is for anyone interested in serving in the Liturgical Ministries of Readers, Extraordinary 

Ministers of Communion, Communion to the Sick and Dying and Ministers at the Altar at your parish. 

If you are interested or would like more information please contact the Office for Worship on 02 8838 

3456 or anne.alimangohan@parracatholic.org. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/011021.cfm
mailto:anne.alimangohan@parracatholic.org

