
We acknowledge the Darug and Gundugarra people, the traditional custodians of this land and pay our respects to elders both past and present. 

Today’s Readings:  ORDINARY TIME  -  1 Sam 3:3-10,19; 1 Cor 6:13-15, 17-20; Jn 1:35-42 

 Entrance Antiphon:  All the earth shall bow down before you, O God, and shall sing to you, shall sing your name,        

O Most High! 

 Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 39:2, 4, 7-10  

R. Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will.  

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, Alleluia!  We have found the Messiah: Jesus Christ, who brings us truth and 

grace. Alleluia! 

Communion Antiphon:  You have prepared a table before me, and how precious is the chalice that quenches my thirst. 

Next Week: 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time - Jonah 3:1-5, 10; 1 Cor 7:29-31; Mk 1:14-20  
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St Thomas Aquinas Parish Bulletin 168 Hawkesbury Road, Springwood, NSW, 2777 

 PO Box 4410, Winmalee, NSW 2777 

 Phone: 02 4754 1052  

 Email: springwood@parracatholic.org 

   Parish Website:  www.stachurchspringwood.org.au 

   Parish Facebook Page:  St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Community Springwood 

   Parish Priest:  Fr Paul Slyney - 4754 1052  Emergency ONLY: 0418 461 316 

   Assistant Priest:   Fr Shinto Francis - 4754 1052  Emergency ONLY: 0415 077 969 

   Parish Pastoral Council:   Email - springwoodppc@gmail.com 

   Parish Office Hours:  Tuesday to Friday 8.30 am - 3.30 pm 

Weekend Masses: Saturday Vigil Mass 5.00 pm, Sunday 8.00 am and 9.30 am 

Weekday Mass: Tuesday - Saturday 9.30 am 

Rosary & Devotions: Tuesday - Saturday 9.00 am    

Adoration, Rosary & Chaplet: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of every month, 7.30 - 8.30 pm 

Intercession & Adoration: None until further notice 

Baptisms: 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month - 10.30am and by appointment  

Reconciliation: By request 

Weddings: By appointment - restricted numbers 

Funerals: By appointment - restricted numbers 

 

 THE GOSPEL 
John 1:35-42 

 

So they went and saw where Jesus was staying, 
and they stayed with him that day. 

 

 Jesus asked, 
“What are you looking for?” 

Uh, something. 
They weren’t sure what. 

 

So they answered with a question: 
“Where are you staying?” 

 “Come and see.” 

 

They came and 
stayed with him 

in his ordinary place. 
 

And they found 
what they had been 

seeking. 
 

Christ, take us too to your space. 
We want to spend our time with you. 

 

Let us find your radiance, 
right here, right now, 

always, in our everyday lives. 
Anne Osdieck 

 

Reflection  —   Called By Name 

 

Must it always be God or Jesus who calls our name in order for us to become ourselves? 
 
We now begin what the Church calls “Ordinary Time.” Christmas season is over, and we begin to see Jesus at work. 

 

We begin with a significant story, found in the First Reading for this Sunday. 

 

A young man named Samuel is sleeping in the temple. He wakes up instantly when he hears his name spoken out loud. He cries out, 
“Here I am!” and runs to his master, Eli, who is sleeping in another place in the temple. “You called me, what do you want?”   

 

“I didn’t call you,” Eli rasps. “Go back to sleep.” 

 

But the same thing happened again. Samuel runs to Eli, with the same result.  

 

On the third time, the old man at last understands. Wisely, he says “Samuel if this happens again, say these words: ‘Speak, Lord, 
your servant is listening.’” 

 

Samuel goes back to sleep. He hears his name again, “Samuel, Samuel”! Following instructions, he says, “Speak, Lord, your servant 
is listening!” God speaks, and Samuel grows up accompanied by the Lord’s presence. 

 

So much for the First Reading. Another naming is represented in the Gospel.  John the Baptist points to Jesus. Jesus is waiting for 
standers-by to notice him and get interested. They follow and Jesus says bluntly, “What are you looking for?” 

 

There are several layers to this question. The plain meaning is, “What’s up? Why are you following me?” But the depth charge is 
there too, the same one that finally shook Samuel loose: “Are you looking for God? Is that your hunger? Is there something about 
me that answers the deep desire of your heart?” 

 

They stammer. They give some kind of reply. “Well, uh, well, um, where, where are you staying?” Jesus replied as he does to you 
and me:  “Come and see.” 

 

They do go and see, spending the day with him. One of them, Andrew, runs to get his brother Simon, shouting, “we have found the 
Messiah”! They run back to Jesus and the most important event in Simon’s life takes place: Jesus gives him the 
name Cephas (Peter), a new deep identity for him. The word Cephas’ base meaning is “the rock.” Jesus must have seen innermost 
stability in him. 

 

Peter could never have become fully himself if someone had not named him all the way to his depths. The same goes for Samuel. 
God can call any of us by a name that reaches all the way down into our souls, to a place that we do not even know about! Our job 
is to begin hearing and to grow. 

 

Must it always be God or Jesus who calls our name in order for us to become ourselves? Couldn’t a psychologist do it, or a spouse, 
or a dear friend who believes in us? Yes, of course, each of these know us and beckon us to be ourselves.  

 

But only God can know our very deepest desires, and only God can satisfy the one that is the most precious in each of us: the reach-
ing out for that person we want most and for whose sake we love others.  

 

Jesus God. 

 

Do you sense in your insides a kind voice whispering such an invitation, calling you by your real name, calling you to be an ally of 
the Christ of God?  

 
John Foley, SJ 

Fr. John Foley, SJ, is a composer and scholar at St. Louis University   

 

 

A Poem to sit with 

They said to him, “Rabbi” — which translated 
means Teacher —, 

“where are you staying?” 
He said to them, “Come, and you will see.” 

(Gospel)    

 
Son 

leave the prison — 
the prison of your 

negative, unconscious 
mind 

 

the gate is open 
I will take you 
by the hand 
and lead you 

 

into my infinite 
empty space and 

silence 

 

the stillness of 
joy and peace 

 

inside yet outside 
your heart. 

J.Janda 

Let the Christian who listens to the word of the living God, uniting work with prayer, know the place 

that his work has not only in earthly progress, but also in the development of the kingdom of God, to 

which we are all called through the power of the Holy Spirit and through the word of the Gospel.  

Pope John Paul II 
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 Recently Deceased:    Leila Baker 

 

Sick:      Luca Hurley and all Private Intentions. 
Due to the strict privacy laws, names of the deceased and sick can only be included in the Bulletin with the express permission 

of the immediate family. Thank you. 

 
St Thomas Aquinas Primary School 

Community News: 

 

St Thomas Aquinas Primary School Springwood 

is not only surrounded by the beauty of the Blue 

Mountains, their school facilities are pretty     

amazing too!  

 

Take a 360° tour and explore what they have to offer: 

https://ceo-web.parra.catholic.edu.au/tourstaspringwood/ 

 

Learn more about this great local school:  

https://www.staspringwood.catholic.edu.au/  

 

Tel:  02 4723 3800  

Email:  StThomas@parra.catholic.edu.au  

Principal:   Ms Marina Hardy 

 

St Columba’s Catholic College 

Community News: 

2021 Diary Dates: 

Thursday, 28th January 2021  -  Year 7 Students and 

New Students return to school  

 

Friday, 29th January 2021  -  Year 8 through to Year 12 

Students return  to school 

 

Thursday, 4th February 2021  -  HSC High Achievers 

Award Assembly Ceremony  

 

Learn more about this great local college:  

https://www.stcolumbasspringwood.catholic.edu.au/  
 

 Tel:  02 4754 8900 

Email:  StColumbas@parra.catholic.edu.au 

Principal:  Mr Paul Ryan 

News Update for St Thomas Aquinas Parish 
 

 Masses will only be able to hold 100 people at one time. 
 
 If you have previously booked in for a weekend Mass you will still be on our list.  We are 

unable to take walk-ins at other weekend Masses so if you miss your time-slot, then you 
will have to wait for the following week’s Mass. 

 
 To book a place for a weekend Mass please phone, email or Facebook message the 

Parish office and we will make sure your name is on the Mass list.   
 
 Face masks are mandatory. From Monday 4th January 2021, non-compliance with 

wearing face masks will attract a $200 on-the-spot-fine for individuals. Please bring along 
your own face masks.  Children under 12 are exempt but are encouraged to wear masks 
where practicable.  

 
E: springwood@parracatholic.org 

P: 02 4754 1052 
FaceBook: St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Community Springwood 

Our weekend Mass is posted on to our Website 

(www.stachurchspringwood.org.au) and also our Facebook Page (St Thomas 

Aquinas Catholic Community Springwood) every Saturday.   

We hope you can join us. 

The secret to getting ahead is getting started. 
 Mark Twain 

2021 St Thomas Aquinas Church SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 

First Reconciliation will take place on Tuesday 30 

th
 March 2021 

(held over two sessions – 5.30pm and 7.00pm) 

 

Children in Year 3 or older in 2021, who have not yet received Reconciliation, are      
invited to  participate in our 2021 First Reconciliation Sacramental Program. 

The preparation for this sacrament is centered in the home where parents, with the aid of a 
booklet and notes (or zoom, depending on our current restrictions), help their child to come to 
know the loving forgiveness of the Lord.  At the same time, there will be weekly meetings 
(approx. 45 minutes in duration) where parents and children come together in small groups to 
share their experiences.  These meetings take place in homes and are led by a facilitator.  
The program will run for a period of 4 weeks.  

If you wish to participate in the program, please come to both the COMPULSORY Parent 
Meetings on the 9

th
 and 16

th
 February 2021, 7.00pm at St Thomas Aquinas Church. 

Commitment of the Candidates will take place at any of the Parish Masses on Saturday/
Sunday 20

th
 and 21

st
 February 2021 where each candidate must attend.   You will need to 

complete the enrolment form and bring along the form, and a copy of your child’s Baptism    
Certificate, to a Parish Mass on that weekend. (9.30am Sat, 5.00pm Sat, 8.00am Sun or 
9.30am Sun).  Enrolment forms are given out at the compulsory Parent Meetings. 

 

First Holy Communion will take place on the weekend of 5th and 6th June 2021 

 

If you wish your child to make their First Holy Communion on the weekend of 
the 5th and 6th June  2021, they must have undertaken their First Reconciliation. 

Lenten Biblical Studies at St Finbar’s Catholic Church 
  

Presenter:  Fr. Joseph Lam      :       When:  Tuesday nights,  7.30pm (fortnightly)   

The Trail of Jesus:  23 February 7.30pm; The Death of Jesus:  9 March 7.30pm; The Resurrection of Jesus:  23 

March 7.30pm.  For registrations please contact:  secretary@stfinbars.org.au.  Please note that numbers are 

restricted due to Covid-19. 

Thank you from the Epiphany Pilgrims: 

Many thanks to the parish and school of St Thomas Aquinas for welcoming, supporting and celebrating with the 2021     
Epiphany Pilgrims! A particular thank you to Virginia Fortunat (this lovely lady locked the hall after we left at 3am!) and Evelyn 
Robinson for co-ordinating the pilgrimage efforts at ‘Thommies’ as well as to Fr Paul, Marina Hardy and the many parishioners 
who assisted with hospitality, trailer transport and other aspects of the pilgrimage – what a blessing! Thank you to those who 
joined the group for day walks, Adoration, Mass, prayer times and meals as well as to the many who prayed with, and for, the          
pilgrimage throughout the week.  To see photos and for more information visit www.epiphanypilgrimage.org.   We hope you 
can join us for the celebrations again next year from 2 - 8 January 2022!    Warmest Regards, Briony, Epiphany Pilgrimage 
Group.    https://www.facebook.com/epiphanypilgrimage/ 
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