
We acknowledge the Darug and Gundugarra people, the traditional custodians of this land and pay our respects to elders both past and present. 

Today’s Readings:  Jonah 3:1-5, 10; 1 Cor 7:29-31; Mk 1:14-20 

 Entrance Antiphon:  O sing a new song to the Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his presence are majesty 

and splendour, strength and honour in his holy place. 

 Responsorial Psalm: Ps 24:4-9. R. v. 4  

R. Teach me your ways, O Lord.  

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, Alleluia!  The kingdom of God is near: believe the Good News! Alleluia! 

Communion Antiphon:  Look toward the Lord and be radiant; let your faces not be abashed. 

Next Week:  Deut 18:15-20; 1 Cor 7:32-35; Mk 1:21-28  
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 THE GOSPEL 
Mark 1:14-20  

 

“Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 
Then they abandoned their nets and followed him.  

 
Jesus called  

Simon and Andrew,  
fishermen. 

It was radical. 
 

They dropped their nets. 
 

James and John left their boats, 
and also their father, 

who was sitting in a boat too. 
 

Jesus, we know 
that you are calling us also, 

(as unlikely a choice as were the fishermen), 
to take your word and grace to everyone. 

  
We want to leave our boats 

and drop our nets. 
 Choose us, 

please. 
 

Anne Osdieck 

 

Reflection  —   Listening 

 
 

In our readings this Sunday, certain people get a direct invitation to do God’s will. 

 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful for you, and me, if we had such a straight invitation? Instead of going about in a fog 
and trying our best to remember how to live, maybe how to pray once in a while, and to get to Mass on Sun-
day when possible, wouldn’t it be great to be caught up by a command that focused everything in our lives, 
drew us on like a far–shining star? 

 

Maybe. 

 

But in the First Reading Jonah was quite repelled by the call God gave him. And in the Gospel the disciples 
surely had no idea what they were getting themselves into when they dropped everything and followed Jesus. 
Would they have been so trusting if they had known about the crucifixion? 

 

God says to Jonah, “Set out for the great city of Nineveh, and preach against it; their wickedness has come up 
before me” (First Reading). Jonah, like a house cat, does exactly the opposite of what he is asked. He drops 
everything and runs in the opposite direction. He goes to the town of Joppa, finds a ship to Tarshish and gets 
on board, trying to get as far from the task as possible. 

 

Maybe you know the famous story. A terrible storm arises. Fleeing the command of God, Jonah tells the    
sailors to throw him overboard in order to save themselves — since by sea – superstition he is the cause of 
their trouble.  So they toss him over the side and the sea quiets down. 

 

Jonah is swallowed by a “large fish,” usually referred to in tradition as a whale. Residence in a whale’s interior 
gives Jonah ample time for thought. God does save him and tells him a second time to go to the great and 
sinful city of Nineveh to announce the Lord’s message. Jonah submits at last and the whole city is converted. 

 

Why in the world didn’t Jonah just follow God’s command instead of running the other way? Because he     
already had his own prejudice in place. Jonah did not want the pagan city, Nineveh, to convert and be saved 
because this city was an enemy of the Hebrews. Better for it to perish in flames than to repent in ashes and 
sackcloth? 

 

As for the apostles, they decided to follow Jesus for their own understandable but perhaps skewed reasons 
(Gospel). Issues of livelihood and the excessive tax system surely helped prompt them to follow this charis-
matic man whose reputation had preceded him. Were they following their noses to some kind of political     
action? 

 

In any case, these are direct invitations from God. Are we kidding ourselves that our life and following our call 
will be placid, satisfying, and without ambiguity? 

 

We all already have prejudices in place about what we want and how things ought to go. In fact, any of us who 
pray occasionally actually might find ourselves asking God to do our will, rather than the opposite. 

 

Let’s grow, just like Jonah and the apostles did. Let’s listen in quiet, and then, by following, come to learn what 
we have heard. 

 
 

John Foley, SJ 
Fr. John Foley, SJ, is a composer and scholar at St. Louis University   

 

A Poem to sit with 

“This is the time of fulfillment. 
The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and 

believe in the gospel.”  
 

In our deepest selves 
if we can enter there 

we may discover 
a peace 

and a goodness 
a forgiveness 
a gentleness 
and a hope 

 

Christ 

 

in our deepest selves 
we may discover 

a desire 

 

a most inner desire 
that what we want 
is to do God’s will 
and that this desire 

is all we can really know 
or be sure of 

about our selves 

 

yet it is enough 
it is a grace. 

J.Janda 

 

SCRIPTURE TEACHERS  /  SRE’S  ….. Do you have a special gift to 

share?  We would love to hear from you -  
 

An amazing group of people are preparing to share their faith with other Catholic         
students in five public schools within our local area.  All of these Scripture Teachers 

(SRE’s) are a gift to our Parish and we thank them immensely.  If you would like to join 
them, and share your gift in our community (free training is given and the feeling of      

satisfaction is amazing), please contact the Parish office or see any one of the scripture 
teachers that you may know. 

St Thomas 

Aquinas 

Feast Day 
28th January 2021 
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Sick:      Luca Hurley and all Private Intentions. 
Due to the strict privacy laws, names of the deceased and sick can only be included in the Bulletin with the express permission 

of the immediate family. Thank you. 

 
St Thomas Aquinas Primary School 

Community News: 

 

 

Friday, 29th January 2021  -  Year 1 through to Year 6 

Students commence school  

 

Tuesday, 2nd February 2021  -  Kindergarten students 

commence school 

 

Take a 360° tour and explore St Thomas Aquinas: 

https://ceo-web.parra.catholic.edu.au/tourstaspringwood/ 

 

Learn more about this great local school:  

https://www.staspringwood.catholic.edu.au/  

 

Tel:  02 4723 3800  

Email:  StThomas@parra.catholic.edu.au  

Principal:   Ms Marina Hardy 

 

St Columba’s Catholic College 

Community News: 

2021 Diary Dates: 

Thursday, 28th January 2021  -  Year 7 Students and 

New Students commence school  

 

Friday, 29th January 2021  -  Year 8 through to Year 12 

Students commence school 

 

Thursday, 4th February 2021  -  HSC High Achievers 

Award Assembly Ceremony  

 

Learn more about this great local college:  

https://www.stcolumbasspringwood.catholic.edu.au/  
 

 Tel:  02 4754 8900 

Email:  StColumbas@parra.catholic.edu.au 

Principal:  Mr Paul Ryan 

Important Information 
 

 Masses will only be able to hold 100 people at one time. 
 
 To book a place for a weekend Mass please phone, email or Facebook message the Parish office. 
 
 Face masks are mandatory. From Monday 4th January 2021, non-compliance with wearing 

face masks will attract a $200 on-the-spot-fine for individuals. Please bring along your own face 
masks.  Children under 12 are exempt but are encouraged to wear masks where practicable.  

 
E: springwood@parracatholic.org 

P: 02 4754 1052 
FaceBook: St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Community Springwood 

Our weekend Mass is posted on to our Website 

(www.stachurchspringwood.org.au) and also our Facebook Page (St Thomas 

Aquinas Catholic Community Springwood) every Saturday.   

We hope you can join us. 

“It never hurts to keep looking for sunshine” 
 A.A. Milne 

2021 St Thomas Aquinas Church SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 

First Reconciliation will take place on Tuesday 30 

th
 March 2021 

(held over two sessions – 5.30pm and 7.00pm) 

 

Children in Year 3 or older in 2021, who have not yet received Reconciliation, are      
invited to  participate in our 2021 First Reconciliation Sacramental Program. 

The preparation for this sacrament is centered in the home where parents, with the aid of a 
booklet and notes (or zoom, depending on our current restrictions), help their child to come to 
know the loving forgiveness of the Lord.  At the same time, there will be weekly meetings 
(approx. 45 minutes in duration) where parents and children come together in small groups to 
share their experiences.  These meetings take place in homes and are led by a facilitator.  
The program will run for a period of 4 weeks.  

If you wish to participate in the program, please come to both the COMPULSORY Parent 
Meetings on the 9

th
 and 16

th
 February 2021, 7.00pm at St Thomas Aquinas Church. 

Commitment of the Candidates will take place at any of the Parish Masses on Saturday/
Sunday 20

th
 and 21

st
 February 2021 where each candidate must attend.   You will need to 

complete the enrolment form and bring along the form, and a copy of your child’s Baptism    
Certificate, to a Parish Mass on that weekend. (9.30am Sat, 5.00pm Sat, 8.00am Sun or 
9.30am Sun).  Enrolment forms are given out at the compulsory Parent Meetings. 

 

First Holy Communion will take place on the weekend of 5th and 6th June 2021 

 

If you wish your child to make their First Holy Communion on the weekend of 
the 5th and 6th June  2021, they must have undertaken their First Reconciliation. 

In 2021, St Thomas Aquinas  

celebrates its centenary! 

DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA NEWS: 

A Position is available in the Katoomba and Blackheath Parish:  Parish Secretary – St Mary of the Cross 
MacKillop Parish, Upper Blue Mountains and Sacred Heart Parish, Blackheath – Applications close 12 February 2021.   For 
further details, please go to: parracatholic.org/employment. 
 

Office For Worship 2021 Liturgical Ministry Formation Course:  The Office for Worship’s Liturgical Ministry 
Formation Courses will be held again in early February. This formation is for anyone interested in serving in the Liturgical Minis-
tries of Readers, Extraordinary Ministers of Communion, Communion to the Sick and Dying and Ministers at the Altar at your 
parish. If you are interested or would like more information please contact the Office for Worship on (02) 8838 3456 or 
anne.alimangohan@parracatholic.org. 
 

Lenten Biblical Studies at St Finbar’s Catholic Church:   Presenter:  Fr. Joseph Lam.   When:  Tuesday 
nights,  7.30pm (fortnightly)  The Trail of Jesus:  23 February 7.30pm; The Death of Jesus:  9 March 7.30pm; The           
Resurrection of Jesus:  23 March 7.30pm.  For registrations please contact:  secretary@stfinbars.org.au.  Please note that 
numbers are restricted due to Covid-19. 

St Thomas Aquinas PARISH COLLECTIONS: 
The First Collection assists the Priests of the Diocese.  The Second Collection supports OUR PARISH.  The NEW 

TAP AND GO Machine is for the Second Collection (you may still give via the Offertory Boxes).  The machine has 

been pre-set at $10.00 per transaction.  Simply tap on the device near the contactless logo. 

This new machine will be available every day, at the back of the church, should you wish to donate. 

LENT   /   HOLY WEEK  

We will be placing resources in to our Parish Bulletin, on our Website and Facebook Page each week 

during Lent and Holy Week so please keep a look out for those.   Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, 17 

February 2021 and ends on Saturday, 3rd April 2021.   
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