
We acknowledge the Darug and Gundugarra people, the traditional custodians of this land and pay our respects to elders both past and present. 

Today’s Readings:  Ex 20:1-17; 1 Cor 1:22-25; Jn 2:13-25 

 Entrance Antiphon:  My eyes are always on the Lord, for he rescues my feet from the snare.  Turn to me and have 

mercy on me, for I am alone and poor. 

 Responsorial Psalm: Ps 18:8-11. R. Jn 6:68 

R. Lord, you have the words of everlasting life. 

Gospel Acclamation:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! God loved the world so much, he gave us 

his only Son, that all who believe in him might have eternal life.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 

Communion Antiphon:  The sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for her young: by your altars, O Lord of 

hosts, my King and my God. Blessed are they who dwell in your house, for ever singing your praise. 

Next Week:  Fourth Sunday in Lent : 2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23, Eph 2:4-10; Jn 3:14-21 

Third Sunday in Lent -  Year B 7 March 2021 Third Sunday in Lent -  Year B 7 March 2021 

St Thomas Aquinas Parish Bulletin 168 Hawkesbury Road, Springwood, NSW, 2777 

 PO Box 4410, Winmalee, NSW 2777 

 Phone: 02 4754 1052  

 Email: springwood@parracatholic.org 

  Parish Website:  www.stachurchspringwood.org.au 

   Parish Facebook Page:  St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Community Springwood 

   Parish Priest:  Fr Paul Slyney - 4754 1052  Emergency ONLY: 0418 461 316 

   Assistant Priest:   Fr Shinto Francis - 4754 1052  Emergency ONLY: 0415 077 969 

   Parish Pastoral Council:   Email - springwoodppc@gmail.com 

   Parish Office Hours:  Tuesday to Friday 8.30 am - 3.30 pm 

Weekend Masses: Saturday Vigil Mass 5.00 pm, Sunday 8.00 am and 9.30 am 

Weekday Mass: Tuesday - Saturday 9.30 am 

Rosary & Devotions: Tuesday - Saturday 9.00 am    

Adoration, Rosary & Chaplet: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of every month, 7.30 - 8.30 pm 

Intercession & Adoration: None until further notice 

Baptisms: 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month - 10.30am and by appointment  

Reconciliation: By request 

Weddings: By appointment - restricted numbers 

Funerals: By appointment - restricted numbers 

 

THE FIRST READING 
Exodus 20:1-17 

 
In those days, God delivered these commandments.  

 
Carve them 

 here, O God, 
 into our  

 stony hearts. 
  

Rules to guide us: 
love God,  

and love our neighbour: 
cure the sick, feed the hungry 

free the imprisoned,  
Heal the planet. 

 
Help us to love you as you love us, and 

 to love our neighbour as ourselves, 
every day, in every way 

in all we do  
and in 

all we say.  
 

Anne Osdieck 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POPE FRANCIS’ FIVE FINGER PRAYER 
 

So start with the thumb, think of all of those who are dear to you. This is 
often family and friends. Think of their special needs at this time and pray 
for them by name. 

 

The next finger is the index. Pray for those who teach you, instruct you and 
heal you. They need the support and wisdom to show direction to others. 
Always keep them in your prayers. 
Think about those who give you guidance and teach you to follow Jesus. These 
could be parents, grandparents, teachers, priests, etc.  Ask the Holy Spirit to 
strengthen them in their own lives and help them understand how to help you. 
Pray for them by name. 
 

The following finger is the tallest. It reminds us of our leaders, and those 
who have authority. They need God’s guidance. 
Think about our political and cultural leaders. Pray that they might lead our coun-
try and society in a direction which brings us closer to God. Ask the Holy Spirit 
to inspire them to do what is right. Think of the issues in the news and pray that 
our leaders have the wisdom to make good decisions in these matters. 
 

The fourth finger is the ring finger. Even that it may surprise you, it is our 
weakest finger. It should remind us to pray for the weakest, the sick or those 
plagued by problems. They need your prayers. 
Pray for those on the margins – the poor, the sick, the young, the aged, the un-
wanted, the ignored, the discarded. Seek inspiration to know how to help the 
weakest in our society. Ask for the strength and courage to serve others. 
 

And finally we have our little finger, the smallest of all. Your pinkie should 
remind you to pray for yourself. When you are done praying for the other 
four groups, you will be able to see your own needs but in the proper per-
spective, and also you will be able to pray for your own needs in a better 
way. 
Pray for yourself last. This is a reminder to put the needs of others first and to 

remember that everyone has challenges in life.  Seek the wisdom to know that 

God is with you in all that you do and to put your hopes and cares in His hands. 

    Stations of the Cross  
We offer these Stations as a resource for use during the Season of Lent or on Good Friday.  

https://stachurchspringwood.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Stations-of-the-Cross-2021-PDF.pdf  
 

For a more traditional Stations of the Cross, please refer to the below link which was kindly, and very thoughtfully, put together this year by 
one of our parishioners, John Hendriks:  

 

http://www.carsbyweb.com.au/downloads/traditionalwayofthecross/index.html  
 

 

PROJECT COMPASSION  :  Donations to Project Compassion 2021 supports Caritas Australia’s community devel-

opment and emergency relief programs in partnership with marginalised communities around the world.  LENTEN 

DONATION ENVELOPES are available at the back of the Church NOW.  Inside of the envelopes you will find six   

Lenten story envelopes to return with your donation each week (see back of envelope for instructions). 
 

Week 3 :  TANZANIA -  Oliva, 22, didn’t have the opportunity to go to school, and was embarrassed that she was 

unable to read, write or count. Her business was losing money because she couldn’t add up.  Then 

Oliva enrolled in Caritas Australia’s literacy and numeracy classes. She also set up a home class-

room to teach her neighbours for free, because they were too shy to attend larger classes.  Oliva has 

now graduated, attendance at her classes is growing, her kiosk is thriving and she is helping her 

children with their homework. She aims to become a pastor and run for leadership in the next local 

election - to help her community to ‘Be More.’  Please donate to Project Compassion 2021 

and support people like Oliva’s gain access to education to build a brighter future 

and live in communities that upholds everyone’s dignity. 

“The Perspective of Justice” 
 

Not Just a Set of  Rules 
 

The law of God is our strength. It challenges us to establish a right order with God (the first three commandments) 
and with our fellow human beings (the last seven commandments). Our sins are signs of weakness that we must 
overcome. 

“Christ is the power of God”; his weakness is more powerful than our strength. Our dying with Christ in Lent is an 
identification with the power of Christ crucified.  

Our calling, then, is to be strong, not weak. The commandments represent not just a set of rules but an ideal of a    
social order for which we are to give our lives, as Christ did on the cross. 

We cannot stand by idly as the world rides roughshod over the ideal established by God’s law. We must be strong. 
We must overthrow injustice, just as Jesus overturned the tables of the money-changers. 

(Christ’s) message is an invitation to orient every act in accordance with the dictates of divine 
law, which demands the unflinching adherence of all, despite sacrifice. 

Along with such a deepened understanding must go action. It is utterly intolerable for Catholics 
to restrict themselves to the position of mere observers. 

Pope John XXIII, 1959 Christmas Broadcast 

Gerald Darring  

SANDSTONE BLOCKS  -  We will be placing sandstone blocks along 

the church driveway in the coming week/s.  These are being placed along the drive to 

preserve our beautiful grounds and to stop cars driving on to the grassed area. 
 

If you require assistance, please park in front of the parish building otherwise, 

please park in the car park. 
 

Thank you for your kind consideration in this matter. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/030721.cfm#main-content
https://w2.vatican.va/content/john-xxiii/en/speeches/1959/documents/hf_j-xxiii_spe_19591223_christmas.html
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Recently Receased:  Nicholas Cavanagh 
 

Sick:  Mischa Damaguc and family, Margaret Day, Adam McCully, Christopher Coombs, Kate 

Moore, Luca Hurley and all Private Intentions. 
Due to the strict privacy laws, names of the deceased and sick can only be included in the Bulletin with the express permission 

of the immediate family. Thank you. 

Conversation -  “Imperatives of Faith” 

If you think about it, the commandments seem almost a strange, outmoded language.  We are a people given to excep-
tions and excuses. Context, individuality, personal choice, and private fulfillments dominate our moral discourse. Philo-
sophically speaking, we are a nation of utilitarians and libertarians. It is no wonder, then, that commandments that seem 
to disregard our pleasure and instead offer us imperatives seem cranky. 

 

We bridle at limits. Especially moral limits. Our talk complains of guilt trips and warns us against the tyranny of ‘shoulds’. 
But, as is often the case, we caution ourselves against the sins we are least likely to commit. Our problem is not that we 
are a guilt-ridden and scrupulous people. We are not self-denying ascetics. We are not crimped by moral confinement. 
It’s just the opposite. 
 

Christianity itself can be seen as a history of making exceptions to God’s law. 
 

We resist limits. We bristle at anything that might hold us responsible or duty-bound. This not only means trouble for 
those around us, whether nations or neighbours. It also means trouble for God. People or countries who delude them-
selves into thinking they have no limits soon start thinking they are gods themselves. 
 

Christianity itself can be seen as a history of making exceptions to God’s law. One would fall in exhaustion trying to count 
the exceptions Christians have made to killing: not just the most familiar excuses of self-defense and national security, 
but revenge, class, racism, inconvenience, religious intolerance, money, and “to insure our way of life.” And that’s just 
one of the commandments. 
 

We’re uncomfortable with all of them. We’re uncomfortable with law, with duties, with responsibility. 

 

Admittedly, these concepts can represent an intolerable burden. My philosophy students in ethics are at first appalled by 
the moral vision of Immanuel Kant (German philosopher), with its insistence on the ethical excellence of duty. For Kant, 
indeed, the only grounds for any moral approbation of a human act was the fact that it was done for duty’s sake and not 
merely according to duty. He held that our happiness had little or nothing at all to do with moral dignity. This is sheer 
heresy for our cultural consciousness. And yet, when you reflect upon Kant’s observations, he makes a striking case for 
the nobility of following a moral command for the sake of duty. 
 

Who is more morally sublime, Kant would ask us: the spouse who is faithful because he is happy and fulfilled or be-
cause—even in the midst of difficulties and hardship—he is true to his duty? Who is truly moral: the woman who stays 
alive because she enjoys living or the one who continues to live even in pain and sorrow because it is her duty to honour 
the gift God has given her? 

 

God does not advise us not to kill. God commands us. And it is a command not based upon whether we are happy or 
productive, or whether we are dealing with our friends, co-religionists, or the innocent. Yet we all make exceptions: the 
ancient Jewish people as well as the contemporary Jewish state, medieval Christians as well as modern Catholics, Kant 
as well as Aquinas. History serves, Hegel said (another German philosopher), as little more than a slaughtering block. 
 

There is more than one paradox in all of this. Each of the commandments, it can be said, is not some external and irra-
tional fiat from an alien God. Rather, each is an expression of the truth God has made in us. If we worship idols or wor-
ship our work, if we covet person or property, if we dishonour those who have given us life, we not only reject the law of 
God, we destroy what we are. For the duty imposed on us by God is not a function of Kant’s pure rationality or some arbi-
trary legislation of a distant deity. It is the duty to be true to what we are—limited but loved creatures. 
 

Jesus, for Christians, is the new law, the law of God enfleshed. He is not only “truly God,” our creed says; he is “truly hu-
man.” His life, like the commandments themselves, may be a stumbling block and an absurdity to us at times, but we pro-
claim it, nonetheless, our way and our truth. The commandments, all encompassed in the new commandment of love of 
God and neighbour, may seem folly, but God’s folly is wiser than human provision. 
 

We will always struggle with this. And since Jesus himself has promised to remain in our midst, we can look to him as a 
healing of our guilt. 
 

But we should be forewarned. He may come to us with words as stern as those he spoke to the people despoiling the 
temple. “You have turned it into a den of thieves.” 

 

John Kavanagh, SJ 

Upcoming Mass Times: 
Date    Mass    Springwood  Lawson  

Wednesday, 17th March Solemnity of St Patrick  ) 9.30am 

 

Saturday, 27th March P alm Sunday   ) 5.00pm Vigil   5.00pm Vigil 

Sunday, 28th March  Palm Sunday   ) 8.00am    8.00am 

        ) 9.30am    9.00am 

                 RECONCILIATION FOR EASTER  :     

                 Monday, 29th March     ) 7.00pm 

                 Tuesday, 30th March     )     7.00pm 

 

Thursday, 1st April  Holy Thursday   ) 7.30pm    7.30pm 

 

Friday, 2nd April  Stations of the Cross  ) 10.00am   10.00am 

    Passion of the Lord  ) 3.00pm    3.00pm 

 

Saturday, 3rd April  Holy Saturday   ) 6.00pm Vigil   6.00pm Vigil 

        

Sunday, 4th April  Easter Sunday   ) 8.00am    8.00am 

        ) 9.30am    9.00am 

There are no 9.30am Masses on Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday 

You must book for the above Masses 

150 people 
per Mass at 
Springwood 

Parish and Local Community News 
PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETS EVERY 1ST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH:  St. Thomas Aquinas    Pastoral 
Parish Council meets on the 1st  Wednesday of every month.  Next Meeting: Wednesday 7th April at 7:30 pm, St Thomas 
Aquinas Church. 

ST THOMAS AQUINAS PRIMARY OPEN DAYS:  St Thomas Aquinas Primary provides quality educa-
tion in a modern environment with a strong foundation in faith.  They help every child achieve their personal goals 
while feeling happy, safe and cared for.  Register to participate for Covid-19 updates 
www.staspringwood.catholic.edu.au/Enrol-Now.  Open Days: 10 March 9.30am-11.00am, 12.00pm-1.00pm; 11 
March 9.30am-10.30am.  Tel:  4723 3800. 

ST COLUMBAS CATHOLIC COLLEGE TOURS:  On Tuesday, 16th March between 4pm and 5pm you 
are welcome to come along and have a look at the wonderful facilities available and talk with current students and 
teachers.  Bookings are essential this year (the college needs to comply with Covid-19 guidelines).  To book please 
go to their website on https://www.stcolumbasspringwood.catcholic.edu.au/  Tel:  4754 8900.  Prospectus and enrol-
ment application will be available on the night. 

NO CONGREATIONAL SINGING:  Please note that due to restricted numbers in our Church, we are unable to have 
congregational singing at this time however, we will have a cantor and choir members at some Masses.  We must comply to the 
4 square metre rule. 

CAR PARKING: We would request that you only park in the carpark.  Parking at the Parish office is reserved for the Parish 

Priest, Assistant Priest, staff and parishioners who require assistance.  Please refer to the back page of the bulletin. Thank 

you for your consideration.   

BISHOP’S GOOD SAMARITAN APPEAL: Help CatholicCare chaplains bring comfort, faith and hope to the sick and 
isolated. Your compassionate gifts and prayers will help CatholicCare chaplains provide spiritual, sacramental and emotional 
support in the footsteps of the Good Samaritan. Please give generously to the Bishop’s Good Samaritan Appeal:  your-
catholicfoundation.org.au/appeal. Thank you for accompanying them on their journey. 

POSITIONS VACANT: St Patrick’s Gift Shop Manager – St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta  (Applications close 14 March 
2021).   Diocese of Parramatta Receptionist – Bethany Centre, Parramatta. More details at: parracatholic.org/employment 

FACEBOOK:  Follow us on Facebook.  St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Community Springwood 

Lenten Reflection Day for all Ministers to the Sick 
Ministers to the Sick:  Fr Shinto invites you to attend a Lenten Reflection Day on Friday, 19th March, in the  

church from 10.30-12.30pm.  A light lunch will be provided. 

An email will be sent out to all Ministers to the Sick in the coming days so please check your inboxes and RSVP to the 

Parish office as soon as possible. 

http://parracatholic.org/employment

