
We acknowledge the Darug and Gundugarra people, the traditional custodians of this land and pay our respects to elders both past and present. 

SATURDAY VIGIL:  Gen 1:1 - 2:2; Gen 22:1-18; Ex 14:15 - 15:1; Is 54:5-14; Is 55:1-11; Baruch 3:9-15, 32 - 4:4; Ezek 36:16-28; Rom 

6:3-11; Mk 16:1-7  

Today’s Readings:  EASTER SUNDAY:  Acts 10:34, 37-43; Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6-8; Jn 20:1-9 or Mk 16:1-7 

 Entrance Antiphon:  I have risen, and I am with you still, alleluia.  You laid your hand upon me, alleluia.  Too 

wonderful for me, this knowledge, alleluia, alleluia. 

 Responsorial Psalm:  Ps 117:1-2, 16-17, 22-23. R. v. 24 

R.  Alleluia 

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, alleluia!  Christ has become our paschal sacrifice; let us feast with joy in the Lord.  

Alleluia! 

Communion Antiphon:  Christ our Passover has been sacrificed, alleluia; therefore let us keep the feast with the 

unleavened bread of purity and truth, alleluia, alleluia. 

Next Week:  Acts 4:32-35; 1 Jn 5:1-6; Jn 20:19-31  
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St Thomas Aquinas Parish Bulletin 168 Hawkesbury Road, Springwood, NSW, 2777 

 PO Box 4410, Winmalee, NSW 2777 

 Phone: 02 4754 1052  

 Email: springwood@parracatholic.org 

  Parish Website:  www.stachurchspringwood.org.au 

   Parish Facebook Page:  St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Community Springwood 

   Parish Priest:  Fr Paul Slyney - 4754 1052  Emergency ONLY: 0418 461 316 

   Assistant Priest:   Fr Shinto Francis - 4754 1052  Emergency ONLY: 0415 077 969 

   Parish Pastoral Council:   Email - springwoodppc@gmail.com 

   Parish Office Hours:  Tuesday to Friday 8.30 am - 3.30 pm 

Weekend Masses: Saturday Vigil Mass 5.00 pm, Sunday 8.00 am and 9.30 am 

Weekday Mass: Tuesday - Saturday 9.30 am 

Rosary & Devotions: Tuesday - Saturday 9.00 am    

Adoration, Rosary & Chaplet: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of every month, 7.30 - 8.30 pm 

Intercession & Adoration: None until further notice 

Baptisms: 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month - 10.30am and by appointment  

Reconciliation: By request 

Weddings: By appointment - restricted numbers 

Funerals: By appointment - restricted numbers 

EASTER VIGIL 

THE GOSPEL 
John 20:1-9 

 

They both ran, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter 

and arrived at the tomb first ...  
 

An angel.  
Dazzling light. 

Boulders upheaved. 
Burial head cloth rolled up. 

Women running to tell disciples. 
Disciples racing to see for themselves. 

Empty tomb proclaiming 
the good news! 

 

He was not 
 There! 

 

“Where is he?” 

 

“Mary!” 

 

The one who has loved us 
into wholeness 

is alive. 

And with us now. 

 

We say with her, 
“Rabbouni!” 

Anne Osdieck 

EASTER SUNDAY 

THE SECOND READING  
Corinthians 5:6b-8 
Colossians 3:1-4 

 

Seek what is above. 
 

Lord, 
O help us to 

see what is above: 
 

Compassion, gentleness, 
kindness, humility, patience, 
forgiveness of one another, 
bearing with one another. 

 

Let your peace dwell in our hearts! 
 

Let us put on love 

and 

find ways to fix the wrongs 

we see in our world 

today. 

Anne Osdieck 

 

 

Seeing Resurrection 

What makes some see the Resurrection?  What lets some understand the mystery and embrace it while  
others are left in indifference or hatred? 

 
God never overpowers, never twists arms, never pushes your face into something so as to take away your freedom. God respects 
our freedom and is never a coercive force. 
 

And nowhere is this more true than in what is revealed in the resurrection of Jesus. The Gospels assure us that, like his birth, the 
resurrection was physical, real, not just some alteration inside the consciousness of believers. After the resurrection, we are as-
sured, Jesus’ tomb was empty, people could touch him, he ate food with them, he was not a ghost. 
 
But his rising from the dead was not a brute slap in the face to his critics, a non-negotiable fact that left sceptics with nothing to say. 
The resurrection didn't make a big splash. It was not some spectacular event that exploded into the world as the highlight on the 
evening news. It had the same dynamics as the incarnation itself: After he rose from the dead, Jesus was seen by some, but not by 
others; understood by some, but not by others. Some got his meaning and it changed their lives, others were indifferent to him, and 
still others understood what had happened, hardened their hearts against it, and tried to destroy its truth. 
 
Notice how this parallels, almost perfectly, what happened at the birth of Jesus: The baby was real, not a ghost, but he was seen by 
some, but not by others and the event was understood by some but not by others. Some got its meaning and it changed their lives, 
others were indifferent and their lives went on as before, while others (like Herod) sensed its meaning but hardened their hearts 
against it and tried to destroy the child. 
 
Why the difference? What makes some see the resurrection while others do not? What lets some understand the mystery and    
embrace it, while others are left in indifference or hatred? 
 
Hugo of St. Victor used to say: Love is the eye! When we look at anything through the eyes of love, we see correctly, understand, 
and properly appropriate its mystery. The reverse is also true. When we look at anything through eyes that are jaded, cynical,      
jealous, or bitter, we will not see correctly, will not understand, and will not properly appropriate its mystery. 
 
We see this in how the Gospel of John describes the events of Easter Sunday. Jesus has risen, but, first of all, only the person who 
is driven by love, Mary Magdala, goes out in search of him. The others remain as they are, locked inside their own worlds. But love 
seeks out its beloved and Mary Magdala goes out, spices in hand, wanting at least to embalm his dead body. She finds his grave 
empty and runs back to Peter and the beloved disciple and tells them the tomb is empty. The two race off together, towards the 
tomb, but the disciple whom Jesus loved out-runs Peter and gets to the tomb first, but he doesn't enter, he waits for Peter (authority) 
to go in first. 
 
Peter enters the empty tomb, sees the linens that had covered the body of Jesus, but does not understand. Then the beloved     
disciple, love, enters. He sees and he does understand. Love grasps the mystery. Love is the eye. It is what lets us see and under-
stand the resurrection. 
 
That is why, after the resurrection, some saw Jesus but others did not. Some understood the resurrection while others did not. 
Those with the eyes of love saw and understood. Those without the eyes of love either didn't see anything or were perplexed or 
upset by what they did see. 
 
There are lots of ways to be blind. I remember an Easter Sunday some years ago when I was a young graduate student in San 
Francisco. Easter Sunday was late that year and it was a spectacularly beautiful spring day. But on that particular day I was mostly 
blind to what was around me. I was young, homesick, alone on Easter Sunday, and nursing a huge heartache. That coloured every-
thing I was seeing and feeling. It was Easter Sunday, in spring, in high sunshine, but, for what I was seeing, it might as well have 
been midnight, on Good Friday, in the dead of winter. 
 
Lonely and nursing a heartache, I took a walk to calm my restlessness. At the entrance of a park, I saw a blind beggar holding a 
sign that read: It's spring and I'm blind! The irony wasn't lost on me. I was blind that day, more blind than that beggar, seeing neither 
spring nor the resurrection. What I was seeing were only those things that reflected what was going on inside my own heart. 
 

Christ is risen, though we might not see him! We don't always notice spring. The miraculous doesn't force itself on 
us. It's there, there to be seen, but whether we see or not, and what precisely we do see, depends mainly upon 

what's  going on inside our own hearts. 
Ron Rotheiser 

 

Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser. Currently, Father Rolheiser is serving as  
President of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio Texas.   

Dear God, I am humbly in your presence. Please open my heart and my mind so that I 

may dwell in your Spirit in the midst of your assembly.  Amen. 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS ENDS this coming Sunday, 4th April at 

3.00am.  Remember to wind your clocks BACK ONE hour! 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/040421.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/040421.cfm
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Recently Deceased:  John Hoare 

Sick:  James Wallace, Mischa Damaguc and family, Margaret Day, Adam McCully, Christopher 

Coombs, Kate Moore, Luca Hurley and all Private Intentions. 

Due to the strict privacy laws, names of the deceased and sick can only be included in the Bulletin with the express permission 

of the immediate family. Thank you. 

Easter -  “Soft Light” 

Night’s dark soul awakens. Chirps of life tug at its ear. Just the smallest candlefull of light peeks through its shadows. 
Dawn tiptoes in. 
 

It is the balance-point of all time. 
 

Easter. 
 

Friday tempted us to guilt—about his wounds, thinking that our sins caused them. About his arms, still marked with 
shrill hurts. And maybe that is why he can hold us, enfold us so well. Maybe the wounds know somehow the shape of 
our small selves. 
 

Mothering Christ. 
 

The cantor at Easter Vigil sings these words: 

 

O certe necessarium Adae peccatum 
quod Christi morte deletum est! 
O felix culpa, 
quae talem ac tantum meruit habere Redemptorem!  * * 

 

Oh truly necessary sin of Adam, 
blotted out by the death of Christ! 
O blessed fault, which has merited such a Redeemer, 
so great a Redeemer. 

 

Isn’t the cantor singing in praise of the sin of Adam and Eve? Even if Christ’s death has taken their sin away, could it be 
a “necessary” fault? Is it right to rejoice about sin being necessary? Original sin does not really seem like a good or 
blessed event. Nor does our selfish penchant for misdeed.  Yet without such a sin, would such a Saviour have had rea-
son to come? Now Christ’s wounded arms can sweep us up, comfort and absolve and hold us. We are blessed beyond 
words. 
 

Sins always carry, in their revolt, the pledge of forgiveness. Night always carries in its midst the promise of light. 

 

O vere beata nox, 
in qua terrenis caelestia, 
humanis divina iunguntur! 

 

O truly blessed night, 
in whom earth is wedded to heaven, 
and humans to God! 

 

Several rows of the people might have their candles lit. Over there, a lot more. Soon half the church could awaken to the gentle 
light. And, quickly, the rest. Morning has eased their faces into daylight, into the soft, humble glow. 
Jesus became the night. Jesus is the light. 

 

We can see him for who he has been all along. The Christ of God. The essence of love. The modest flame who softly lights the 
world. 

 

John Foley 

 

** Latin text is from the Exultet, an ancient chant sung during the Easter Vigil. It is traditionally performed by the priest after the Paschal candle has been lit and the 
clergy have processed to the altar.  

 

Congratulations to our First Reconciliation Children 
 

On Tuesday evening, a beautiful group of children came together for their First 
Reconciliation. 

 

When you made your first confession you discovered the wonder of God’s  
forgiveness.  May he bless you from this day forward. 

EASTER SEASON AT STA PARISH: 

HOLY THURSDAY, THE LORD’S SUPPER VIGIL: 
The Mass of the Lord’s Supper is celebrated at 7.30pm in the evening, with the 

full participation of the whole Parish Community with all the priests and ministers 

in attendance.    

 

There will be the ‘Washing of the feet’ with 4 Parishioners.  Jesus’ washing the feet of the disciples (John 13):    
Jesus knew that the Father had put everything into his hands, and that he had come from God and was returning 
to God, and he got up from table, removed his outer garments and, taking a towel, wrapped it round his waist; he 
then poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel he was wear-
ing. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, 'Lord, are you going to wash my feet?' Jesus answered, 'At the  
moment you do not know what I am doing, but later you will understand.' 
 

We will also have the Presentation of the Oils.  The Oils were collected from the cathedral on Wednesday even-

ing:  The Oil of the Sick - The oil of the sick is pure Olive Oil and is used for the sacrament of the anointing of the 

sick; The Oil of Catechumens - The oil of catechumens is also pure Olive Oil and is used in the Rite of Christian 

Initiation; The Oil of Holy Chrism - The oil of Holy Chrism is Olive Oil mixed with Balsom.  It is used at Baptism, 

Confirmation and Ordination. 
 

At the end of Mass, the Blessed Holy Sacrament is transferred to the Altar of Repose.  This will either be in front of 

the Lone Pine tree or in case of inclement weather, inside the church in the crying room. 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS: 
We offer these Stations as a resource for use during Good Friday.  We hope that the content of these resources 

will help you to reflect on some of the many issues that challenge and concern us at this time: https://

stachurchspringwood.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Stations-of-the-Cross-2021-PDF.pdf 

 

The Stations of the Cross is at 10.00am. 

PASSION OF THE LORD: 
Please take a hand-made cross when you enter the Church and take a seat.    4 Acolytes will carry the large Cross 

to the front of the Altar with Fr Shinto proceeding. 
 

When you are invited to venerate the cross, please take your cross up to the larger, wooden cross (no kissing due 

to Covid Safety Rules) and then take a Caring Cross which will be sitting to the left, and right of the altar as you 

proceed back to your seat.  Each Caring Cross is individually carved from a single, unique piece of beautifully 

grained olive wood, pruned from olive trees around Bethlehem, the birthplace of Jesus.  Each Caring Cross is de-

signed to fit comfortably in the palm of your hand, as an aid to prayer or meditation.  

 

The Passion of the Lord is at 3.00pm. 

EASTER VIGIL MASS: 
The Easter fire will be prepared outside of the Church where Parishioners can assemble and you will be given    

tapers (candles).  Fr Paul will bless our new Paschal Candle by tracing the Greek letter Alpha above the cross, the 

letter Omega below and the numerals of the current year between the arms of the cross. 

 

Once the Paschal Candle has been lit, the whole Parish Community is invited back into the church for the Vigil 

Mass.  If you are unable to stand for any length of time, you are welcome to remain in the Church.  

 

The Easter Vigil Mass is at 6.00pm. 

EASTER SUNDAY: 
CHRIST HAS RISEN.  Alleluia! 

Easter Sunday morning Masses at 8.00am and 9.30am. 

https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332

