
We acknowledge the Darug and Gundugarra people, the traditional custodians of this land and pay our respects to elders both past and present. 

Today’s Readings:   Job 38:1, 8-11; 2 Cor 5:14-17; Mk 4:35-41  

 Entrance Antiphon:  The Lord is the strength of his people, a saving refuge for the one he has anointed.  

Save your people, Lord, and bless your heritage, and govern them for ever. 

 Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 106:23-26, 28-31 

R.  Give thanks to the Lord, his love is everlasting. 

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, alleluia!  A great prophet has appeared among us; God has visited his people. 

Alleluia! 

Communion Antiphon:  The eyes of all look to you, Lord, and you give them their food in due season. 

Next Week:  Wis 1:13-15, 2:23-24; 2 Cor 8:7, 9, 13-15; Mk 5:21-43  
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    Parish Pastoral Council:   Email - springwoodppc@gmail.com 

    Parish Office Hours:  Tuesday to Friday 8.30 am - 3.30 pm 

Weekend Masses: Saturday Vigil Mass 5.00 pm, Sunday 8.00 am and 9.30 am 

Weekday Mass: Tuesday - Saturday 9.30 am 

Rosary & Devotions: Tuesday - Saturday 9.00 am    

Adoration, Rosary & Chaplet: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of every month, 7.30 - 8.30 pm 

Intercession & Adoration: None until further notice 

Baptisms: 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month - 10.30am and by appointment  

Reconciliation: By request 

Weddings: By appointment - restricted numbers 

Funerals: By appointment - restricted numbers 

THE SECOND READING 
2 Corinthians 5:14-17 

 

 
 

Fasten us securely to you, O Christ. 
We want to be a new creation. 

In you and with you, 
let us do what 

 you want 
us to 
 do. 

Help us live our lives 
 more for others, 

instead of for 
 ourselves. 

 

Anne Osdieck 
 

 

A Poem to Sit With 
 

The Remembrance 

 

“Be still, be silent 
I understand you” 

he said 

while cupping a flower 

so a brother witnessed 
then told a writer 

who perhaps also felt 
that 

words as flowers 

can hold a soul. 

J.Janda 
 

 

Spirituality of the Readings   -  Parental Pains 
 

Faith and trust are openings that allow God’s love to come into us.  

In the First Reading we get to hear the story of creation told by God himself. 

He tells it to the “prophet” Job, who is in great pain. People often think that God in the Old Testament is fierce 
and harsh, but here we find God described as a mother giving birth. 
 
He tells Job that the sea came forth from God's womb! And he says that he took the clouds and wove them into 
swaddling clothes for baby ocean and then made the clouds into garments. 

The infant sea turns out to be a wild child, however. God has to make some parental rules, as when a mother or 
father says “no throwing the ball inside the house. Go play outside.” It is as if God says to the ocean, “you may 
have all your wild fun in your own space, but you may not cross onto the dry land. Now mind me.” 

The reason God speaks with such maternal care is because he is faced with Job, an individual who has lost 
hope. God had long delayed answering Job’s prayers, it is true, had let Job’s immense losses go on for a very 
long time. Now, at last, he tries to soften Job’s despair. “Weren't you present when I lavished such love on every-
thing I created?” he asks. “Don’t you remember my love? Don’t you trust it?” 
 
In the lines of scripture that follow the ones included in our reading, Job sees how wrong his depression had been, 
how God’s infinite love had been there all along. Apparently God’s delay was needed in order to strengthen Job’s 
faith and trust. Maybe real surrender to grace happens this way. 

For its part, the Gospel shows Jesus using the same manner of love on the disciples in the boat. He too takes his 
time giving them help. He lets the winds and waves nearly engulf their boat while he is busy snoozing in the back. 
To borrow words from the Responsorial Psalm, the heaving boat and its men … 

  sank to the depths; 
  their hearts melted away in their plight. 

How could Jesus snore through this? The men shake him into consciousness and he does finally calm the waves. 
The disciples must have looked like scared children as they tried to regain their melted hearts and their dignity.  

Then Jesus revealed his plan, or at least hinted at it. “Do you not yet have faith?” he asked. Strange question. But 
just like God with Job, Jesus is using tough love to invite their faith to go deeper. “Don’t you remember that God’s 
love is all around you, and in fact is now riding right next to you in this boat?” 

Why are Jesus and God so bent on inducing faith and trust in us? 

Because faith and trust are openings that allow God’s love to come into us. He cares enough about us to allow pain 
and sorrow to find us and to stretch us and to open doors to a deeper relation with him.  

Our Lord does not cause the pain and sorrow, but allows it. And lets it stretch us and even to stretch himself. He 
joins us, and invites us to join him in the saving, widening power of reversal: instead of only happy, painless    
living, we are allowed to take part in human form in this life of God. 

John Foley, SJ 
                                                                                                                               Fr. John Foley, SJ, is a composer and scholar at  

Saint Louis University  
 

 
 
 
 

 

JUNE DATES:  
Sunday, 20th - Saturday, 26th June:  Refugee Week 
Tuesday, 29th June:  Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul  

 

JULY DATES:  
Thursday, 1st July:  Feast of St Oliver 
Sunday, 4th - Sunday, 11th July:  NAIDOC Week 
Tuesday, 13th and Tuesday, 20th July 7.00pm:  Confirmation Meeting in the Church 
Thursday, 15th July:  Memorial of St Bonaventure 
Friday, 16th July:  Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Thursday, 22nd July:  Feast of St Mary of Magdalene  
Sunday, 25th July:  World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly 
Monday, 26th July:  Feast Day of Saints Joachim and Anne (the Grandparents of Jesus) 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/062021.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/062021.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/062021.cfm#main-content
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Recently Deceased:  Matthew Lee, Marjorie Bullivant 
 

Sick:  Lisa Vaughan, Susie Zinno, James Wallace, Mischa Damaguc and family, Margaret Day, 

Adam McCully, Christopher Coombs, Kate Moore, Luca Hurley and all Private Intentions. 
Due to the strict privacy laws, names of the deceased and sick can only be included in the Bulletin with the express permission 

of the immediate family. Thank you. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Over the last couple of weeks during Mass, our Parish Acolytes have 

been talking about their personal journey in this ministry.  

 

If you are 18 years and over (male or female) and would be inter-
ested in this ministry, please contact the parish office or see an    
Acolyte after Mass.  

 

 

Postscript:  On the 10th January 2021, Pope Francis issued an 

Apostolic Letter titled Spiritus Domini, which modified the Code 

of Canon Law to allow women, as well as men, to be installed in 

the Ministry of Acolyte. 

Parish and Local Community News 
THIS COMING FRIDAY - CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE STREET STALL:          
Members will hold their  first Street Stall since June 2019 on FRIDAY 25th JUNE outside Priceline Pharmacy (Springwood 
town square), starting at 8.30am!  Any donations of knitted or Crochet Goods, Sewing Items, Craft, Cakes, Jams. Pickles - 
any saleable items will be gratefully received.  All profits go to various charities.  As Covid-19 has prevented us from assist-
ing our usual charities during the Pandemic, we would be sincerely grateful for any donations,  making it possible for our 
branch members to help those much needed people who are struggling during these unprecedented and difficult times.  
Please contact  Molly 4751 2167, Colleen  4754 4335 or Maureen 4751 1300 for further information. 
 

CLERY SUPPORT FOUNDATION DONATIONS: It is not too late to make a tax-deductable donation to the    
Clergy Support Foundation of the Diocese of Parramatta, which supports retired priests in the diocese. Please make dona-
tions via credit card at https://parracatholic.org/csf or transfer directly to BSB 067950 Account No 00001691 Name CSF No 1 
with names as reference and send email to csf@parracatholic.org with your details for receipt to be sent.   
 

HOUSE OF WELCOME FOOD DRIVE:  The House of Welcome (HoW) food drive will end on the 26/27th June so it 
would be sincerely appreciated if you could please deliver your donations to the parish office prior to that date.  The HoW ’s 
vision is to uphold the intrinsic dignity of each person by providing support and advocacy to empower the most disadvantaged 
and marginalised within our community.   Thank you for your generous support. 
 

POSITIONS VACANT: Non-Executive Director (2 positions) –  Holy Family Services – Applications close Thursday 
1st July.  For a copy of the information pack, please contact Anthony Spata on 0402 210 055 or anthony@reachhr.com.au or 
Sr Grace Roclawska on 0420 754 733 or grace@csfn.org.au.   
 

KANIMBLA STRING QUARTET CONCERT AT ST FINBAR’S:   On Sunday 27th June at 2pm, St Finbar’s  
Parish, Glenbrook, proudly welcomes Kanimbla String Quartet, a string quartet based in the Blue Mountains. They enjoy  
performing a wide range of music, from classical repertoire to modern compositions, including local upcoming composers. 
Light refreshments will follow the concert. Entry is $20 cash per adult, with accompanying children free. All are very welcome. 
 

SPRINGWOOD EAST TIMOR SUPPORT GROUP FUNDRAISER:  Parishioners are invited to  attend a    
wonderful initiative to support the people of Timor Leste who are suffering from damaging floods and expanding Covid-19 
infections.  Pam Chamberlain, an STA Parishioner, and long-time supporter of the East Timorese, is opening up her home to 
all who can come along to an end of financial year fund raiser for the Springwood East Timor Support Group.  Bookings    
essential.  Details as follows:  Sunday 27th June  from 12 Noon, 150 Singles Ridge Road, Yellow Rock.  Cost of $20.00  
donation per head (BYO drinks) and payment upon arrival.  Tea/coffee and a two course BBQ luncheon will be provided.  
Enjoy good company in a pleasant setting having a Sunday afternoon lunch – all for a good cause!!!   To BOOK IN, simply 
email fazhouse@bigpond.com (for catering purposes only state numbers attending) or call Dennis Farrar 0425 209 840. 
 

BIBLICAL STUDIES AT ST FINBARS:  Thursdays - August 5th & 19th; September 2nd & 18th, always at 7pm.  

The Prophets in the Old Testament: Messengers or Whistle-Blowers?   For the modern person, the word prophet falls almost 
entirely within the realm of prognostication. Names like Nostradamus and Jeanne Dixon, among others, come to mind - folk 

who claim (or the claim is made by others) that they can foresee the future. Prophets in the Bible do not fit neatly into this  

narrow category. To be sure, they made predictions, many of them quite striking. Nonetheless, their material was so diverse 
and wide-ranging that prognostication is too confining a term.  During the four weeks, we will examine the prophetic books of 

the Old Testaments and study their cultural, historical, and theological contents.  All are welcome. Gold Coin donation.  For 

registration, please contact Julian Knouf at secretary@stfinbars.org.au. 

 

NATIONAL CATHOLIC MEN’S GATHERING:  31st July -  The National Catholic Men’s Gathering for 2021 will be 
launched online on Saturday 31st July. Join a diocesan group with your Bishop, or with your Men’s Ministry/Parish group or 
individually. Three sessions will be provided online, along with reflection questions for group discussion or individual reflec-
tion. The gathering aims to inspire and encourage all Catholic men with a vision for personal discipleship, service and mission 
in the family, parish/diocese and the world. Register for free at www.catholicmensgathering.com.au 

Catechists (SRE’s) are vital to parishes!  
They reach out and share the love of God with children in our local public schools.  

We would like to hear from anyone in our STA church community, who would enjoy being trained as a   

helper, or perhaps an SRE (Special Religious Educator) teacher.  Our teacher manuals are easy to follow, 

as are the activity books.   

If you have time on Wednesdays or Thursdays, and you would like to know more, please contact Wilhelmina on 4751 3319.  

Confirmation 2021 

We invite you and your child to be part of the Confirmation       

Program in our parish this year. Children in Year 6 or older, who 

have not yet received Confirmation, and have received             

Reconciliation and First Communion, are invited to participate.              

Confirmation will take place on Tuesday 31st August at 7.00pm. 

The preparation for this sacrament is centered at home where parents, with the aid of a booklet and notes, help 

their child to come to know the Lord. At the same time there will be weekly meetings (maximum 45 - 60 minutes 

duration undertaken via ZOOM) where parents and children come together in small groups to share their experi-

ences. These meetings are led by a member of the group. The       program will run for a period of 4 weeks from 

the week starting 25th July 2021.   We will only be undertaking this year’s Sacramental Program via ZOOM as next year we antici-

pate being back to normal.  

If you feel that either you or your child are not ready to make this step, please feel free to delay it to a later date. 

If, however, you wish to participate in the program, you are required to attend two meetings:  the first    

compulsory Parent Meeting is on Tuesday 13th July at 7pm AND the second          

compulsory meeting on Tuesday 20th July at 7pm, both in the Church.  

Be kind,  be thoughtful, be genuine but 

most of all, be thankful. 
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