
We acknowledge the Darug and Gundugarra people, the traditional custodians of this land and pay our respects to elders both past and present. 

Today’s Readings:  Genesis 18:1-10; Colossians 1:24-28; Luke 10:38-42 

 Entrance Antiphon: See, I have God for my help. The Lord sustains my soul. I will sacrifice to you with 

willing heart, and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good. 

 Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 14:2-5 

R. Lord, do not bypass your servant. 

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Happy are they who have kept the word with a generous heart and 

yield a harvest through perseverance. Alleluia! 

Communion Antiphon: The Lord, the gracious, the merciful, has made a memorial of his wonders; he gives 

food to those who fear him. 

Next Week’s Readings:  Genesis 18:20-32; Colossians 2:12-14; Luke 11:1-13 
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St Thomas Aquinas Parish Bulletin  168 Hawkesbury Road, Springwood, NSW, 2777 

 PO Box 4410, Winmalee, NSW 2777 

 Phone: 02 4754 1052  

Parish Email: email: springwood@parracatholic.org 

Parish Website:  www.stachurchspringwood.org.au 

Parish Facebook Page: St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Community Springwood 

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Slyney - 4754 1052  Emergency ONLY: 0418 461 316 

Assistant Priest:  Fr Shinto Francis - 4754 1052  Emergency ONLY: 0415 077 969 

Parish Pastoral Council:  email - springwoodppc@gmail.com 

Parish Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday 8.30 am - 3.30 pm 

Weekend Masses: Saturday Vigil Mass 5.00 pm, Sunday 8.00 am and 9.30 am 

Weekday Mass: Tuesday - Saturday 9.30 am 

Rosary & Devotions: Tuesday - Saturday 9.00 am    

Adoration & Rosary: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of every month, 7.30 - 8.30 pm 

Baptisms: 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month - 10.30am and by appointment  

Reconciliation: Please Contact the Parish Office 

Weddings: By appointment  

Funerals: Please Contact the Parish Office 

A POEM TO SIT WITH 
 

“Martha, Martha, you are anxious and worried about 
many things. There is need of only one thing. 

Mary has chosen the better part.” 
(Lk 10:41)  

 
I give you life  

I place you on earth  
for a very special reason 

but you won’t  
find out unless  

you ask me what  
the reason is 

and talking is so easy 

why don’t  
you do more  

with me? 
 

J. Janda 

THE GOSPEL  
Luke 10:38-42  

Jesus entered a village where a woman whose name was 
Martha welcomed him. She had a sister named Mary.  

Fussy Martha  
readied the table, 
cooked the meal, 
poured fine wine. 

Resting Mary 
sat herself down at his feet. 

The sound of his voice, 
stilled her heart 

and filled her  soul. 
 

O Jesus, 
call us to rest at your feet and listen; 

to share for a while with you 
that one thing that is 

necessary. 
Let us feast on it, and then, 

 bustle about serving it 
to others the rest 

of our day. 

Anne Osdieck  

Reading Roster 
     

Date:    16/17th July          

Mass Time:     VIGIL    8:00AM   9.30AM 
Priest:    Fr Paul   Fr Paul   Fr Paul 
Acolyte:     Ian Miles   Richard Merchant  Ed Junis    
Commentator/            
Prayers of the Faithfull:  Phillip Saville  Sandra Sheean  Kim Lonergan 
First Reading:   Lynnette Boyd  Loida Derbyshire  Steve Bishop  
Second Reading:   Wilhelmina de Raadt Kim Crawford  Katherine Mahns 
Music:    Chris Wilson      No Music 
 
Date:    23/24th July  (St Vincent de Paul weekend collection) 
         

Mass Time:     VIGIL    8:00AM   9.30AM 
Priest:    Fr Shinto   Fr Shinto   Fr Shinto 
Acolyte:     Ian Miles   John Belfanti  Bernie Ellis    
Commentator/            
Prayers of the Faithfull:  Margaret Smith  Jim Gresser   Phillip Saville 
First Reading:   Wilhelmina de Raadt Kim Crawfored  Ingrid Merchant  
Second Reading:   Colleen Baker  Sandra Sheean  Katherine Mahns 
Music:    Elizabeth Wilson      E Street Band 

Glancing Thoughts - Love, Justice and Housework 

In the Gospel Reading, Martha is trying to feed Jesus and his disciples. Even if Jesus came with only 
his twelve apostles, that still makes lunch for 13. With a modern kitchen, lunch for so many is not easy 
to prepare. I have no idea how Martha could manage it with whatever kitchen she had. And it’s worse 
for her because she is stuck doing it by herself. Her sister Mary is sitting on the floor by Jesus listening 
to him. How unjust to Martha is that?  

So no wonder Martha nudges Jesus and insists that he tell Mary to get a move on into the kitchen, 
helping with housework. Fair is fair! Jesus is supposed to be the greatest upholder of justice. Fairness 
to women should be part of his concern, too, shouldn’t it? Where is the fairness to Martha in Jesus’ be-
ing an enabler of Mary’s failure to help in the kitchen?  

But fairness to Mary is precisely what Jesus is protecting by refusing to send her into the kitchen, isn’t 
it? The best thing in the world is to be by Jesus, to love him, to learn from him, to give yourself to him. 
And Jesus will not let lunch take that best thing away from Mary. What justice would there be if he did? 
Does the need for housework trump a person’s desire to be by the Lord and learn from him? 
 
But, you might say, what about Martha? Where is the fairness for Martha here? And what if Martha had 
wanted to sit by the Lord, too. Then what would have happened to lunch? 
 
But think about it. Is there really no other way that lunch could have got on the table, without forcing 
Mary (or Mary and Martha) away from the Lord? Couldn’t some of those male disciples have made 
lunch, for example? For that matter, couldn’t the Lord who fed the five thousand miraculously have 
managed to feed a mere dozen or so in the same way? As far as that goes, what’s wrong with their all 
fasting on this occasion? 
 
In protecting Mary as he does in this story, Jesus protects all women. The need for somebody to do 
manual labour is not a reason to make a woman give up her heart’s desire for learning and service in 
the Lord. 

 

Eleonore Stump 
Eleonore Stump is Professor of Philosophy, Saint Louis University  

Thank you 
We would like to take this opportunity to wish Veronica well for her future endeavours and thank her for working in our 

parish office.  The parish office, and many of our parishioners, will miss your very happy, easy going personality.                   

All the very best. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/10?41
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/10?38
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/071722.cfm#main-content
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Sick:  Baby Leonardo Diaz, Ross Baker, Roshan Rupesinghe, Susie Ziino, James Wallace, 

Mischa Damaguc and family, Margaret Day, Adam McCully, Christopher Coombs, Kate Moore, 

Luca Hurley and all Private Intentions. 

Due to the strict privacy laws, names of the deceased and sick can only be included in the Bulletin with the express 

permission of the immediate family. Thank you. 

Parish and Local Community News 
 

SPRINGWOOD PARISH IS HIRING! PARISH OFFICE ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANT:  St Thomas 
Aquinas Parish, Springwood, is seeking a parish office administration assistant to work 12 hours 
a week on a Thursday and Friday (6 hours each day). The role requires compassion, discretion, 
complete confidentiality and a ‘can do’ attitude and a willingness to work autonomously. Duties 
include answering all enquiries at the door and on the phone, maintaining parish databases and 
records and creating the parish bulletin. Applications should include a cover letter, resume and at 
least two references. Please send applications by Monday 26th July to springwood@parracatholic.org  
 

REMOVAL OF FREEZER: We have a broken freezer in our parish office which requires removal to either the 
Blaxland or Katoomba rubbish tip.  Is there a lovely parishioner who would be able to take this away for us? 
 

JRS GOOD DRIVE:  Back in June 2020 - a time that seems like a world away, St Thomas Aquinas Parishion-
ers began a drive to gather food for refugees in our diocese.  The result was amazing! In total, the STA faith com-
munity donated three trailer loads of food items to Jesuit Refugee Services (JRS) and How of Welcome (HOW). In 
May 2021, we planned to conduct another food drive. A number of people came on board to work together to co-
ordinate a regular effort that would offer some food security for people in desperate need of food to survive. What 
we have here is clear evidence of the generosity of people who are in great need.  If we watch people walking our 
streets, it is impossible to recognise people who are hungry, this is why JRS and HOW are a wonderful team to 
work with. We have a team to coordinate this effort, but we do need more people who can share in this effort. You 
WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE.  Please email Vic and Liz O’Callaghan on vicocallaghan@gmail.com. 

Saturday, 16th July - The Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

Friday 22nd July - Feast Day of Saint Mary Magdalene 

Monday, 25th July - Feast Day of St James, the Apostle 

Tuesday, 26th July - The Memorial of Saints Joachim and Anne 

Friday, 29th July - The Memorial of Saints Martha, Mary and 

Lazarus 

 

St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal (July) 
The St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal collection is held after each Mass at St 
Thomas Aquinas Church every July.  This year the collection appeal will be     
Saturday 23rd, Sunday 24th, Saturday 30th and Sunday 31st July.  On the 
weekend of the 30th and 31st July, conference members will hold a morning 
tea after Mass as a thank you to our parishioners for your generosity. 

Thank you for helping someone in need.   

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
On Saturday, 15th June a beautiful group of children 

undertook their First Holy  Communion.  It was a lovely 

day celebrated with family and friends.   
 

To the children: 
May you always welcome Jesus' presence in your life. 

May the blessing of Lord Jesus be poured on you from 

this day onward. Best wishes for your First Holy    
Communion.  

 
 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 

Confirmation completes Baptism, by which in the laying on of hands and the 
anointing with Chrism Oil, which first happened at Baptism, we are confirmed with 
the fullness of the Holy Spirit.  We are reminded of our participation in the ministry 
and mission of Jesus, and strengthened to follow Jesus more closely. 
 
Children in Year 6 or older, who have not yet received Confirmation, and have  
received Reconciliation and First Holy Communion, are invited to participate.  
 
If you wish to participate in the program, please come along to both the Parent Meetings on   
Tuesday 19th July and Tuesday 26th July 7.00pm at St Thomas Aquinas Church. The first meeting 
is to introduce you to the program and hand out the enrolment forms, the second meeting is to introduce 
you to your groups, hand out the booklets required and any other relevant information.  
 
Commitment of the Candidates will take place at any of the Parish Masses on Saturday 23rd and 
Sunday 24th July 2022 where each candidate must attend one of the Masses. You will need to com-
plete the enrolment form and bring the form, and a copy of your child’s Baptism Certificate, to hand in at 
any of these Masses. (9.30am Sat, 5.00pm Sat, 8.00am and 9.30am Sun). Enrolment forms are given out 
at Parent Meetings.  
 

Confirmation - Wednesday, 31st August 7pm, St Thomas Aquinas Church 
AND Thursday, 1st September 7pm (should enrolments exceed our expectations) 

Celebrant - Very Rev Chris de Souza Vicar General EV PP 

 

Diary Dates:  

Tues 19/26 July – Parent Meetings  

Sat 23/Sun 24 July – Commitment of Candidates at weekend Masses  

Week of 31 July – Program begins  

Thurs 25 Aug 3.30pm – Tentative practice date 1 (to confirm)  

Fri 26 Aug 3.30pm – Tentative practice date 2 (to confirm)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please respect the health and well-being of other      

parishioners and do not attend Mass if you are unwell. 

Masks are not             

compulsory at Mass but 

are recommended. 

 Confirmation enhances our appreciation of God’s involvement in our lives by      

making us more aware of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit.  

mailto:springwood@parracatholic.org
mailto:vicocallaghan@gmail.com

