
We respect the Darug people and their elders both past and present, as the traditional custodians of this land on which we celebrate the Eucharist. 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR C, AUSTRALIA DAY                    26th January 2025       THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR C, AUSTRALIA DAY                   26th January 2025 

St Thomas Aquinas Parish    

 

 

 

Parish Email: email: springwood@parracatholic.org 

Parish Website:  www.stachurchspringwood.org.au 

Parish Facebook Page: St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Community Springwood 

Parish Administrator: Rev Christopher del Rosario (E: christopher.del-rosario@parracatholic.org) 

Parish Pastoral Council:  Email suggestions to springwoodparishpc@gmail.com 

Parish Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday 8.30 am - 3.30 pm 

Weekend Masses: Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 pm, Sunday 8:00 am and 9:30 am 

Weekday Mass: Monday - Saturday 9:30 am 

Adoration:  Monday - Saturday from 8:15 am - 9:15 am 

First Friday Adoration: Every first Friday of the month 7:00 pm 

Reconciliation: Saturday after 9:30 am Mass and 4:00-5:00 pm before the Vigil Mass 

Children’s Liturgy: 3rd Sunday of every month, 9:30 am  

Baptisms: 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month - 11:00 am and by appointment  

Weddings: By appointment  

Funerals: Please Contact the Parish Office 

Australia Day  
 
Dear Friends,  
 
Greetings from the Philippines. It’s uncommon for Australia Day to fall on a Sunday. As 

such finding an adequate reflection for this day has proven difficult. In my research I was able to find this 

great reflection from Archbishop Makarios of the Greek Orthodox Church which, in my opinion, seeks to 

edify all Australians. I hope you too can take something from it.  

‘Our community, as an integral and dynamic part of Australian society, proudly celebrates this day, which 

marks the formation, cooperation, mutual respect and unity of the Australian nation. These are the values 

that have allowed modern Australia to become a model of an open and democratic country, to               

continuously progress and to look to the future with optimism, even within the current climate that is     

overshadowed by the deadly pandemic.  

Especially now, the achievements and successes of the past can become our compass and guide for the 

best possible response to the imposing threat, for a faster remedy of the consequences, and to prepare for 

a brighter future. More than ever before, Australia Day inspires us to put aside the “I”, to embrace the “us” 

and to respect our neighbour, whoever they may be.  

As long as we learn the right lessons from the history of this blessed place, where God arranged for      

people of different backgrounds and cultural characteristics to coexist; from the first inhabitants of Australia 

to the immigrants of recent years, who are constantly enriching this wonderful multicultural mosaic of the 

nation.  

Historically, egos and selfish self-interests, injustices and exclusions have had no benefit; they only 

caused harm. On the contrary, the brightest pages in Australia’s history have been written in the ink of  

reconciliation, mutual understanding and practical respect for one another.  

If we turn these pages, we will find entire paragraphs written by Greek women and men who made       

Australia their second home and worked hard to add their own precious stone to the work of building a 

prosperous and open society.  

We are very proud of this contribution but, at the same time, we reflect on and respect the contribution of 

all other communities, especially the Indigenous peoples, and we are inspired to continue in a spirit of 

love, understanding and harmony to work for the common good and the further progress of the Australian 

nation.’  

Happy Australia Day!  

Fr Chris 

168 Hawkesbury Road, Springwood, NSW, 2777 
PO Box 4410, Winmalee, NSW 2777 

Phone: 02 4754 1052; Emergency ONLY: 0474 631 168 

Support us!                     

Scan to donate 

Date: 25th Jan/26th Jan 2025   Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Australia Day 
Mass Time: Acolyte  First Reading & Responsorial Psalm Second Reading & Prayer of the Faithful Music 
Vigil: 5:00 PM  Ian Miles  Margaret Smith     Margaret Smith     Chis Wilson 
8:00 AM Randall Noney Mary Morris     Vicky Walker 
9:30 AM Phil Saville  Katherine Mahns    Steve Bishop     Streeters 
 
Date: 1st Feb/2nd Feb 2025   The Presentation of the Lord 
Mass Time: Acolyte  First Reading & Responsorial Psalm Second Reading & Prayer of the Faithful Music 
Vigil: 5:00 PM  Ed Junis  Anne Maureen Scarff    Anne Maureen Scarff    Andrew Wilson 
8:00 AM Marek Grus Georgia Cook     Tanya Graham 

9:30 AM Richard Merchant Anne Edwards     Brian Edwards     Chris Wilson 

Morning Tea: STA Ladies Fellowship 

KID’S CORNER 
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Australia Day 

Entrance Antiphon Psalm 56:9-10 

I will praise you, Lord, among the peoples, 
among the nations sing psalms to you, 
for your mercy reaches to the heavens, 
and your truth to the skies. 

 

First Reading Isaiah 32:15-18 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

The effect of justice will be peace. 

Once more there will be poured on us 
the spirit from above; 
then shall the wilderness be fertile land 
and fertile land become forest. 

In the wilderness justice will come to live 
and integrity in the fertile land; 
integrity will bring peace, 
justice give lasting security. 

My people will live in a peaceful home, 
in safe houses, 
in quiet dwellings. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 84:9-14. R. v.9 

(R.) The Lord speaks of peace to his people. 

1. I will hear what the Lord God has to say, 
a voice that speaks of peace. 
His help is near for those who fear him 
and his glory will dwell in our land. (R.) 

2. Mercy and faithfulness have met; 
justice and peace have embraced. 
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth 
and justice look down from heaven. (R.) 

3. The Lord will make us prosper 
and our earth shall yield its fruit. 
Justice shall march before him 
and peace shall follow his steps. (R.)  
 

Second Reading Romans 12:9-13 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

Work for the Lord earnestly. 

Do not let your love be a pretence, but sincerely prefer 
good to evil. Love each other as much as brothers should, 
and have a profound respect for each other. Work for the 
Lord with untiring effort and with great earnestness of   
spirit. If you have hope, this will make you cheerful. Do not 
give up if trials come; and keep on praying. If any of the 
saints are in need you must share with them; and you 
should make hospitality your special care. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 5:9 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Happy the peacemakers: 
they shall be called children of God. 
Alleluia! 

 

Gospel Matthew 5:1-12 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven. 

Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up the hill. There he sat 
down and was joined by his disciples. Then he began to 
speak. This is what he taught them: 

‘How happy are the poor in spirit: 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Happy the gentle: 
they shall have the earth for their heritage. 
Happy those who mourn: 
they shall be comforted. 
Happy those who hunger and thirst for what is right: 
they shall be satisfied. 
Happy the merciful: 
they shall have mercy shown them. 
Happy the pure in heart: 
they shall see God. 
Happy the peacemakers: 
they shall be called sons of God. 
Happy those who are persecuted in the cause of 

right: 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

‘Happy are you when people abuse you and persecute you 
and speak all kinds of calumny against you on my account. 
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in     
heaven.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Communion Antiphon Psalm 102:2 

Bless the Lord, my soul, 
and never forget his benefits. 

Recently Deceased: Jean Munn 

Sick: Colleen Baker, John Hunia, Eva Fitzgerald, Philip Coggan, James Connor, Richard Ford, Julie Somerville,                

Fr Bob Bossini, Dane San Pedro, Marama Watson, Margaret Munro, and all Private Intentions. Due to the strict privacy 

laws, names of the deceased and sick can only be included in the Bulletin with the express permission of the immediate family. 

Thank you. 

PARISH AND DIOCESAN NEWS 

FINANCIALLY SUPPORTING OUR PARISH 
AND ITS WORKS: Please support our Parish 
and its projects. 

• Direct Debit: Please contact the Parish   
Office for more details. 

• Direct Deposit: Details are as follows: 
Bank Account Name: Springwood; BSB: 067-950 
Bank Account Number: 00000560 
Reference: Your name in full.  

FIRST COLLECTION: This goes to the Board of              
Management. The fund supports the living expenses of the 
priests within our Diocese. 

SECOND COLLECTION: This goes to our Parish of St  
Thomas Aquinas—directly funding operational costs, pastoral 
activities and various programs that enrich our community.   

MASS OFFERING ENVELOPES are also available which can be 
used to express your ongoing generosity and support. Thank you.  

SAFEGUARDING TRAINING FOR ALL VOLUNTEERS /          
Acolytes, Readers, Musicians: on Saturday 8 Feb 2025 from 
10.15am. Everyone who did their Safeguarding training two years ago 
are required to renew these modules. If you are 18 yrs of age or older 
and are new to volunteering, Cycle 1 is available. Please contact the  
parish office via email to confirm your attendance. If you do not attend 
this training you will NOT BE ABLE to volunteer in the parish as per the 
Diocese of Parramatta Safeguarding requirements.  

St Thomas Aquinas Parish 
2025 Confirmation Sacramental Program 

Parent ONLY Sessions: 
Wednesday, 30th April at 7.00pm, St Thomas Aquinas Church 
Wednesday 7th May at 7.00pm, St Thomas Aquinas Church 

Children and Parent Sessions: 
Saturday 17th May at 11.00am, St Thomas Aquinas Church 

Saturday 24th May at 11.00am, St Thomas Aquinas Church (and practice) 
Confirmation will take place on Wednesday 28th May at 6:30pm, 

St Thomas Aquinas Church  

HAPPY AUSTRALIA DAY! Grant we pray, O Lord our 
God, that as the Cross shines in our southern skies, so may 
Christ bring light to our nation, to its peoples old and new, 
and by saving grace, transform our lives. Amen. 

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS:  

O God, who made Saint Thomas 
Aquinas outstanding in his zeal for 
holiness and his study of sacred   
doctrine, grant us, we pray, that we 
may understand what he taught and 
imitate what he accomplished. 

We are incredibly blessed with such wonderful 
parishioners and had we not stopped into the 
office on Monday, we would have missed these 
lovely people working in our carpark to make it 

look so beautiful. It was hot, there was laughter and they got the job 
done. May God bless you Kevin, Rachel, Andrew and Gui. 

Everyone’s participation in the Diocesan Plan is of 
paramount importance. Now that the scheduled 
meetings are coming soon (1st Feb Saturday 
6pm and 9th Feb Sunday 10:30am), kindly use 
the link below to express your interest.  

https://forms.gle/QPqyvpjViqyJaPCC8 

We need to know the number of attendees. 
Please note you only need to attend one of the 
two meetings, which will run for approximately 1.5 
hours. 

Thank you from the pilgrims! Thank you to the community of St 
Thomas Aquinas Parish for welcoming the 2025 Epiphany Pilgrims in 
such a beautiful way. In particular, a huge thank you to Colleen Kime, 
Virginia Fortunat and their team of volunteers for preparing such a 
wonderful festive meal and to the parishioners who joined for the 
celebrations. We felt so blessed by your generous hospitality and 
welcome. Thank you! A selection of photos from the 2025 pilgrimage 
can be found at:  
 https://www.epiphanypilgrimage.org/photos-2025.html 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cisa#isa032
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Crom#rom012
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListGosAc%7Cmtw#mtw005
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw005
https://forms.gle/QPqyvpjViqyJaPCC8
https://www.epiphanypilgrimage.org/photos-2025.html

