
We respect the Darug people and their elders both past and present, as the traditional custodians of this land on which we celebrate the Eucharist. 
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St Thomas Aquinas Parish    

 

 

 

Parish Email: springwood@parracatholic.org 

Parish Website:  www.stachurchspringwood.org.au 

Parish Facebook Page: St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Community Springwood 

Parish Administrator: Fr Jack Elkazzi (jack.elkazzi@parracatholic.org) 

Parish Pastoral Council:  springwoodparishpc@gmail.com 

Parish Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday 8.30 am - 3.30 pm 

Weekend Masses: Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 pm, Sunday 8:00 am and 9:30 am 

Weekday Mass: Tuesday: 9:30 am & 7:00 pm; Wednesday - Saturday: 9:30 am 

Adoration:  Tuesday: 8:15 am & 6:00 pm; Wednesday - Saturday 8:15 am 

First Friday Adoration: Every first Friday of the month 5:30 pm 

Reconciliation: Saturday after 9:30 am Mass and 4:00-5:00 pm before the Vigil Mass 

Children’s Liturgy: 3rd Sunday of every month, 9:30 am  

Baptisms: 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month - 11:00 am and by appointment  

Weddings: By appointment  

Funerals: Please Contact the Parish Office 

 
Bulletin Reflection – All Souls Day (Year C) 
 
On this Day of All Souls, the Church invites us to remember and pray for all those who have died and are 
in purgatory, entrusting them to the mercy of God and embracing the mystery of the resurrection. In the 
face of loss and the reality of death, we turn neither to despair nor to mere sentimentality, but to the living 
hope founded in Christ’s victory over death. As the Collect reminds us, by the Death and Resurrection of 
the Son of God we have been redeemed and “just as they professed the mystery of our resurrection, so 
they may merit to receive the joys of eternal happiness.” 
 
In praying for the faithful departed we live the communion of saints: the Church – on earth, in purgation, 
and in heaven – stands together in Christ. Our prayers, Masses, alms and sacrifices benefit our brothers 
and sisters who have died, even when they are unknown to us. 
 
This day also calls us to conversion: to live each moment in light of eternity, to show mercy as we have 
received mercy, and to proclaim by our lives the Gospel promise that death is not the final word. Let us 
therefore offer our prayers, our remembrance and our hope, confident that God alone can turn our sorrow 
into Easter joy. 

 
May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 
 
May God Bless you and all your loved ones + 
In Christ Jesus and Mary, 
 
Fr Jack Elkazzi 

168 Hawkesbury Road, Springwood, NSW, 2777 
PO Box 4410, Winmalee, NSW 2777 

Phone: 02 4754 1052; Emergency ONLY: 0474 631 168 

Support us!                     

Scan to donate 

Date: 1st November/2nd November 2025   All Souls’ Day 
Mass Time: Acolyte  First Reading & Responsorial Psalm  Second Reading & Prayer of the Faithful Music   
5:00 PM Ian Miles  Margaret Smith     Phil Saville     Andrew Wilson 
8:00 AM Marek Grus Mary Morris     Vicky Walker 
9:30 AM John Belfanti Anne Edwards     Brian Edwards     Chris Wilson 
Morning Tea:  Church Cleaners 
 
Date: 8th November/9th November 2025   The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica 
Mass Time: Acolyte  First Reading & Responsorial Psalm  Second Reading & Prayer of the Faithful Music   
5:00 PM Ed Junis  Tanya Baldwin     Timothy Baldwin    Chris Wilson 
8:00 AM Randall Noney Ros Comfort     Georgia Cook 
9:30 AM Bernard Ellis Lisa Vaughan     Anne Ellis     Streeters 
 

KID’S CORNER 

Upcoming Events in November 2025 

 November Mass Offerings. All November Masses are offered for the Faithful Departed. 

 Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible Seminar every Thursday for 5 weeks starting 6th November 2025 at 
7:30pm. 

 Bishop Vincent Long to celebrate Mass at STA Parish on Sunday 16th November 2025 at 9:30am 
Mass. Morning tea follows. 

 First Holy Communion Mass will be at the 5pm Vigil on the 22nd November 2025. PLEASE NOTE 
space will be limited as large attendance is expected. Parishioners may consider going to the 8am or 
9:30am Sunday Mass 23rd November 2025. 

 Eucharistic Procession, Benediction and Mass on the Solemnity of Christ the King 23rd November 
2025 from 9:30 am. Morning tea follows. 
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Recently Deceased: Sr Helena Hill RSJ; Sick: Stephen Bishop, James Murray, Erlisa Argayoso, Allan Arias, Mary 

Coombs, Carl Johnson, Peter Avery, John Hunia, Eva Fitzgerald, Philip Coggan, James Connor, Richard Ford, Julie 
Somerville, Fr Bob Bossini, Marama Watson, Graham Downie. We also pray for private intentions including the sick, dying 

and the suffering.  
Due to the strict privacy laws, names of the deceased and sick can only be included in the Bulletin with  

the express permission of the immediate family. Thank you. 

PARISH AND DIOCESAN NEWS 

FINANCIALLY SUPPORTING OUR PARISH AND ITS 
WORKS: Please support our Parish and its projects. 

• Direct Debit: Please contact the Parish Office for more 
details. 

• Direct Deposit: Details are as follows: 
Bank Account Name: Springwood; BSB: 067-950 
Bank Account Number: 00000560 
Reference: Your name in full.  

FIRST COLLECTION: This goes to the Board of              
Management. The fund supports the living expenses of the 
priests within our Diocese. 

SECOND COLLECTION: This goes to our Parish of St  
Thomas Aquinas—directly funding operational costs, pastoral 
activities and various programs that enrich our community.   

MASS OFFERING ENVELOPES are also available which can be 
used to express your ongoing generosity and support. Thank you.  

ST THOMAS AQUINAS CATHOLIC 
GIFTSHOP IS OPEN!  

Please visit our shop located in the   
parish office building.  

We are open:  
Tuesday to Friday 9am – 3pm  

Sunday 9am – 11:30am. 
Show your support by purchasing            

sacramental gifts, religious gifts for families 
or for your own spiritual journey.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Entrance Antiphon Mass 1: Cf 1 Th 4:14; 1 Cor 

15:22 
 

Just as Jesus died and has risen again, 
so through Jesus God will bring with him 
those who have fallen asleep; 
and as in Adam all die, 
so also in Christ will all be brought to life. 
 

First Reading Isaiah 25:6-9 
 

A reading from the book of Isaiah 

The Lord God will destroy death for ever. 

On this mountain, 
the Lord of hosts will prepare for all peoples 
a banquet of rich food. 
On this mountain he will remove 
the mourning veil covering all peoples, 
and the shroud enwrapping all nations, 
he will destroy Death for ever. 
The Lord will wipe away 
the tears from every cheek; 
he will take away his people's shame 
everywhere on earth, 
for the Lord has said so. 
That day, it will be said: See, this is our God 
in whom we hoped for salvation; 
the Lord is the one in whom we hoped. 
We exult and we rejoice 
that he has saved us. 
 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 26:1. 4. 7-9. 13-14. R v.1. 

Alt. R v.13 
 

(R.) The Lord is my light and my salvation. 
 
1. The Lord is my light and my help; 

whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
before whom shall I shrink? (R.) 
 

2. There is one thing I ask of the Lord, 
for this I long, 
to live in the house of the Lord, 
all the days of my life, 
to savour the sweetness of the Lord, 
to behold his temple. (R.) 
 

Responsorial Psalm (continued) 

(R.) The Lord is my light and my salvation. 

3. O Lord, hear my voice when I call; 
have mercy and answer. 
It is your face, O Lord, that I seek; 
hide not your face. (R.) 
 

4. I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness 
in the land of the living. 
Hope in him, hold firm and take heart. 
Hope in the Lord!  (R.) 

 
Second Reading Romans 5:5-11 
 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

Having been justified by his blood, we will be saved from God’s 
anger through him. 

Hope is not deceptive, because the love of God has been 
poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been 
given us. We were still helpless when at his appointed 
moment Christ died for sinful men. It is not easy to die 
even for a good man – though of course for someone  
really worthy, a man might be prepared to die – but what 
proves that God loves us is that Christ died for us while 
we were still sinners. Having died to make us righteous, is 
it likely that he would now fail to save us from God’s    
anger? When we were reconciled to God by the death of 
his Son, we were still enemies; now that we have been 
reconciled, surely we may count on being saved by the 
life of his Son? Not merely because we have been       
reconciled but because we are filled with joyful trust in 
God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 
have already gained our reconciliation. 
 

Gospel Acclamation John 6:39 
 

This is the will of my Father, says the Lord, 
that I should lose nothing of all that he has given to me, 
and that I should raise it up on the last day. 
 

Gospel Luke 7:11-17 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

Young man, I say to you, to get up. 

Jesus went to a town called Nain, accompanied by his 
disciples and a great number of people. When he was 
near the gate of the town it happened that a dead man 
was being carried out for burial, the only son of his     
mother, and she was a widow. And a considerable     
number of the townspeople were with her. When the Lord 
saw her he felt sorry for her. ‘Do not cry,’ he said. Then he 
went up and put his hand on the bier and the bearers 
stood still, and he said, ‘Young man, I tell you to get up’. 
And the dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus 
gave him to his mother. Everyone was filled with awe and 
praised God saying, ‘A great prophet has appeared 
among us; God has visited his people.’ And this opinion of 
him spread throughout Judaea and all over the           
countryside. 
 

Communion Antiphon Cf 4 Esdras 2:35,34 

 

Let perpetual light shine upon them, O Lord, 
with your Saints for ever, for you are merciful. 

2025 First Holy Communion  
Sacramental Program 
Children and Parent Sessions: 

Saturday 8th November at 11.00am, STA Parish 

Saturday 15th November at 11.00am, STA Parish         

(including practice) 

First Holy Communion will take place on Saturday, 5pm Vigil 

Mass, Saturday 22nd November 2025, St Thomas Aquinas Church 

COMMUNION GIFTS ARE AVAILABLE AT OUR STA CATHOLIC 

GIFTSHOP. 

Copies of God’s Word 2026, the Ordo 2026, and 
the Daily Mass Book 2026 are now available for      
purchase from the Parish Office and Giftshop. These 
resources are a wonderful way to deepen your faith and 
follow the readings and prayers throughout the liturgical 

year. Please order early to ensure availability. For prices and orders, 
contact the Parish Office or visit the STA Giftshop. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS HAMPER APPEAL:  
Our Parish has been a consistently strong supporter of our appeals 
which provides support to the needy in our area. 
On the weekends of November 8/9 and 15/ 16th  members will   
collect the names of those willing to create hampers for families or          
individuals this Christmas. Parishioners preferring to donate money 
for purchasing food vouchers can do that at the same Masses. 
Please be sure to advise us if a tax receipt is required. 
Hampers will be returned at Masses on the 20/21st of December for 
distribution in the days before Christmas. 

UNLOCKING THE MYSTERY OF THE BIBLE: is an eight-part Bible 
study, helps you uncover the story woven throughout Scripture, so 
you can get the “big picture” of the Bible and understand what it is all 
about. Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible will help you pick up the 
Bible with confidence and understand how you fit into 
God’s plan. STA will begin the Unlocking the Mystery of 
the Bible study on Nov 6 at 7:30pm. Participants will 
meet every Thursday for 5 weeks to view an engaging 
video presentation followed by a time of lively group  
discussion and fellowship. To register please scan the 
QR Code. 

All are welcome! Participation within 
the Mountain Deanery is highly  
encouraged! 
 
Morning Tea: We are seeking          
Volunteers, Food and Financial         
Contributions for our Christ the King 
Procession Morning Tea on Sunday, 
23rd November after the 9.30am 
Mass If you are able to help in any 
way or bring a plate to share, please 
contact the parish office or email us 
at  
springwood@parracatholic.org.  
 
Your generosity and support are 
greatly appreciated as we come 
together to celebrate this special 
feast day!  

2026 Church Art Calendar for $12 each is 
now available at the STA Catholic Giftshop 
– grab yours today! 

We welcome into our Catholic Christian family the     
following children: 

   Lilian Madhu Kapoor 

Maya Elizabeth Sataka 

Tara Miriam Sataka 
           who were recently baptised here. 

November Mass Offerings 
During the month of November, the 
Church invites us to remember and 
pray for all the faithful departed. It is a 
sacred time to commend our loved 
ones to God’s mercy and to offer the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass for their  
eternal rest. 

Parishioners are encouraged to submit the names of deceased family 
members and friends to be included in our November Mass Offerings. 
Please ensure all NAMES are CLEARLY written. These names will be 
placed in our Book of Remembrance located at the back of the church 
and remembered at all Masses throughout the month. 

“Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine 
upon them.” 

Please help us welcome Bishop Vincent, who will be celebrating Mass 
here at STA parish on Sunday 16th November 2025 at the 9:30am 
Mass. Morning tea follows. All are invited to attend. 

An Auslan Interpreter will be present on Saturday 5pm Vigil Mass 1st 
and 8th November. Please see the rostered Acolyte for the location 
of seats reserved for those who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

You are warmly invited to participate in our First Friday   
Adoration which is on November 7, 2025 at 5:30pm. We 
would love you to join us in this peaceful time to reflect and 
connect with God. 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cisa#isa025
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Crom#rom005
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListGosAc%7Cjhn#jhn006
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cluk#luk007

