
We respect the Darug people and their elders both past and present, as the traditional custodians of this land on which we celebrate the Eucharist. 
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St Thomas Aquinas Parish    

 

 

 

Parish Email: springwood@parracatholic.org 

Parish Website:  www.stachurchspringwood.org.au 

Parish Facebook Page: St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Community Springwood 

Parish Administrator: Fr Jack Elkazzi  

Parish Pastoral Council:  springwoodparishpc@gmail.com 

Parish Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday 8.30 am - 3.30 pm 

 
Weekend Masses: Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 pm, Sunday 8:00 am and 9:30 am 

Weekday Mass: Tuesday - Saturday: 9:30 am except Monday 12th – Saturday 17th Jan 2026 

Adoration:  Tuesday: 8:15 am - Saturday 8:15 am except Monday 12th – Sat 17th Jan 2026 

First Friday Adoration: Cancelled until further notice 

Reconciliation: Saturday after 9:30 am Mass except 17th Jan 2026. The 4:00-5:00 pm before  
 the Vigil Mass will continue as normal 

Baptisms: 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month - 11:00 am and by appointment  

Weddings: By appointment  

Funerals: Please Contact the Parish Office 

 
Bulletin Reflection – The Epiphany of the Lord (Year A) 
 
Epiphany celebrates the revelation of Christ to all nations and peoples. The wise men from the East remind us 

that every human heart is made for God and that true wisdom leads us to seek and adore Christ.  

 
Their long journey, guided by a star, speaks of perseverance, courage and openness to the truth, even when the 

path is uncertain. They bring precious gifts to the Child, yet they themselves receive the greater gift: the joy of 

encountering the living God. In our own lives, we are invited to follow the light of faith, especially when darkness 

or confusion surrounds us.  

 
The Lord often uses small “stars” – people, events, moments of grace – to draw us closer to Him. Today, let us 

offer Christ the gold of our love, the frankincense of our prayer and the myrrh of our sacrifices, and ask Him to 

shine through us for others. 

 
Wishing you all a Blessed and Holy Epiphany!! 

May God bless you + 

In Christ Jesus and Mary 

Fr Jack Elkazzi 

168 Hawkesbury Road, Springwood, NSW, 2777 
PO Box 4410, Winmalee, NSW 2777 

Phone: 02 4754 1052; Emergency ONLY: 0474 631 168 

Support us!                     

Scan to donate 

Date: 3rd January/4th January 2026    The Epiphany of the Lord 
Mass Time: Acolyte  First Reading & Responsorial Psalm  Second Reading &    Music 
          Prayer of the Faithful    
Vigil 5:00 PM Ed Junis  Margaret Smith     Anne Maureen Scarff   Andrew Wilson   
8:00 AM Marek Grus Mary Morris     Jim Gresser 
9:30 AM John Belfanti Anne Edwards     Brian Edwards    Chris Wilson 
 
 
Date: 10th January/11th January 2026   The Baptism of the Lord 
Mass Time: Acolyte  First Reading & Responsorial Psalm  Second Reading &    Music 
          Prayer of the Faithful    
Vigil 5:00 PM Ian Miles  Tanya Baldwin     Timothy Baldwin   Chris Wilson  
8:00 AM Randall Noney Georgia Cook     Domhnall MacCormac 
9:30 AM Bernard Ellis Katherine Mahns    Matt Aldous    Streeters    

KID’S CORNER 

A Message of Gratitude to Our Parish Ministries 
As we enter this summer period and many of our parish ministries take a short break until early February, 

we wish to express our heartfelt thanks to all who serve our parish so generously. 

To our choirs and musicians, liturgical ministers, sacristans, readers, extraordinary ministers of Holy  

Communion, catechists, youth leaders, volunteers, and all who quietly give their time behind the scenes—

thank you. Through your dedication, prayer, and service, our parish continues to be a living, welcoming 

community of faith. 

Your commitment throughout the year, especially during our busiest liturgical seasons, has enriched our 

worship, strengthened our community, and helped many encounter Christ more deeply. 

We pray that this time of rest may be renewing and blessed for you and your families. We look forward to 

welcoming everyone back in early February as we continue our mission together. 

With sincere gratitude and prayers, 

St Thomas Aquinas Parish 
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Recently Deceased: Elizabeth Boshell 
Sick: Melissa Couch, James Murray, Erlisa Argayoso, Allan Arias, Mary Coombs, Carl Johnson, John Hunia, Eva Fitzgerald, Philip Coggan, 
James Connor, Richard Ford, Julie Somerville, Fr Bob Bossini, Marama Watson.  
We also pray for private intentions including the sick, dying and the suffering.  
Due to the strict privacy laws, names of the deceased and sick can only be included in the Bulletin with the express permission of the immediate 
family. Thank you. 

PARISH AND DIOCESAN NEWS 

FINANCIALLY SUPPORTING OUR PARISH AND ITS 
WORKS: Please support our Parish and its projects. 

• Direct Debit: Please contact the Parish Office for more 
details. 

• Direct Deposit: Details are as follows: 
Bank Account Name: Springwood; BSB: 067-950 
Bank Account Number: 00000560 
Reference: Your name in full.  

FIRST COLLECTION: Proceeds go to the Board of              
Management. The fund supports the living expenses of the 
priests within our Diocese. 

SECOND COLLECTION: Collection is for the upkeep of 
our Parish of St  Thomas Aquinas—directly funding         
operational costs, pastoral activities and various programs that 
enrich our community.   

MASS OFFERING ENVELOPES are also available which can be 
used to express your ongoing generosity and support. Thank you.  

ST THOMAS AQUINAS          

CATHOLIC GIFTSHOP   

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY BREAK!  

Please note that our St Thomas Aquinas 

Catholic Giftshop is closed from     

Thursday 25 December 2025 up to 

Monday 2nd February 2026 and will 

reopen on Tuesday 3rd February 

2026.   

We thank everyone who shopped with us in 2025. We      

appreciate your support more than words can say. Your   

patronage keeps us going and we hope we could be of     

service to you again in the New Year.          

Merry Christmas to All and have a Blessed New Year! 

 
At the Vigil Mass 

Entrance Antiphon Cf Baruch 5:5 

Arise, Jerusalem, and look to the East and see your      
children gathered from the rising to the setting of the sun. 

At the Mass during the Day 

Entrance Antiphon Cf Malachi 3:1; 1 Chr 29:12 

Behold, the Lord, the Mighty One, has come; 
and kingship is in his grasp, and power and dominion. 

First Reading Isaiah 60:1-6 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

The glory of the Lord shines upon you. 

Arise, shine out, Jerusalem, for your light has come, 
the glory of the Lord is rising on you, 
though night still covers the earth 
and darkness the peoples. 
Above you the Lord now rises 
and above you his glory appears. 
The nations come to your light 
and kings to your dawning brightness. 
Lift up your eyes and look round: 
all are assembling and coming towards you, 
your sons from far away 
and your daughters being tenderly carried. 
At this sight you will grow radiant, 
your heart throbbing and full; 
since the riches of the sea will flow to you; 
the wealth of the nations come to you; 
camels in throngs will cover you, 
and dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; 
everyone in Sheba will come, 
bringing gold and incense 
and singing the praise of the Lord. 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 71:1-2. 7-8. 10-13, R. see 

v.11 

(R.) Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 

1. O God, give your judgement to the king, 
to a king’s son your justice, 
that he may judge your people in justice 
and your poor in right judgement. (R.) 

2. In his days justice shall flourish 
and peace till the moon fails. 
He shall rule from sea to sea, 
from the Great River to earth’s bounds. (R.) 

3. The kings of Tarshish and the sea coasts 
shall pay him tribute. 
The kings of Sheba and Seba 
shall bring him gifts. 
Before him all kings shall fall prostrate, 
all nations shall serve him. (R.) 

4. For he shall save the poor when they cry 
and the needy who are helpless. 
He will have pity on the weak 
and save the lives of the poor. (R.) 

 
 

 
Second Reading Ephesians 3:2-3. 5-6 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 

The revelation means that pagans now share the same          
inheritance, that they are parts of the same body. 

You have probably heard how I have been entrusted by 
God with the grace he meant for you, and that it was by a 
revelation that I was given the knowledge of the mystery. 
This mystery that has now been revealed through the 
Spirit to his holy apostles and prophets was unknown to 
any men in past generations; it means that pagans now 
share the same inheritance, that they are parts of the 
same body, and that the same promise has been made to 
them, in Christ Jesus, through the gospel. 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 2:2 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
We have seen his star in the East; 
and have come to adore the Lord. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel Matthew 2:1-12 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

We have come from the East to worship the king. 

After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in Judaea during 
the reign of King Herod, some wise men came 
to Jerusalem from the east. ‘Where is the infant king of 
the Jews?’ they asked. ‘We saw his star as it rose and 
have come to do him homage.’ When King Herod heard 
this he was perturbed, and so was the whole 
of Jerusalem. He called together all the chief priests and 
the scribes of the people, and enquired of them where the 
Christ was to be born. ‘At Bethlehem in Judaea,’ they told 
him, ‘for this is what the prophet wrote: 

And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
you are by no means least among the leaders 

of Judah, 
for out of you will come a leader 
who will shepherd my people Israel.’ 

Then Herod summoned the wise men to see him         
privately. He asked them the exact date on which the star 
had appeared, and sent them on to Bethlehem. ‘Go and 
find out all about the child,’ he said ‘and when you have 
found him, let me know, so that I too may go and do him 
homage.’ Having listened to what the king had to say, 
they set out. And there in front of them was the star they 
had seen rising; it went forward and halted over the place 
where the child was. The sight of the star filled them with 
delight, and going into the house they saw the child with 
his mother Mary, and falling to their knees they did him 
homage. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him 
gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh. But they were 
warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, and returned 
to their own country by a different way. 

At the Vigil Mass 

Communion Antiphon Cf Revelation 21:23 

The brightness of God illumined the holy city Jerusalem, 
and the nations will walk by its light. 

At the Mass during the Day 

Communion Antiphon Cf Matthew 2:2 

We have seen his star in the East, 
and have come with gifts to adore the Lord. 

St Thomas Aquinas Parish Office is 

closed from Thursday, 25th of         

December 2025 until Monday, 2nd 

February 2026. The Parish Office will  

re-open on Tuesday, 3rd February 2026. 

During this time, Tuesday to Saturday 8:15 am Adoration 

and 9:30 am Mass will continue except from Monday 12th 

January 2026 up to Saturday morning of the 17th       

January 2026. There is also no 10:00 am Reconciliation on 

Saturday 17th January 2026. (Please note Fr Jack is on 

annual retreat from Monday 12th January 2026 up to 

Saturday morning of the 17th January 2026). 

Tuesday night Adoration (6:00 pm) and Mass (7:00 pm) are         

cancelled for the duration of the office closure. 

First Friday Adoration is also cancelled until further notice. 

Please note 4:00 pm-5:00 pm Saturday Reconciliation,    

5:00 pm Saturday Vigil Mass, 8:00 am and 9:30 am Sunday 

Masses will continue as normal. 

During the Christmas Holiday break, emails will not be      

regularly monitored. For URGENT or Emergency matters 

ONLY, please call our after-hours number on 0474 631 168. 

All non-urgent enquiries and invoices will be attended to   

upon our return from leave.  

Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses are now open for registration: 
Ministers of the Word, Extraordinary Ministers of Communion,         
Communion to the Sick & Dying and Ministers at the Altar to be held in 
Blacktown or Penrith in 2026. 
Enrolments will close on Friday, 23rd January 2026 or earlier if      
maximum capacity is reached. Please contact STA Parish Office for 
enrolment form or the Catholic Diocese of Parramatta Office for  
Worship directly on 0460 037 795; email: ofw@parracatholic.org 

Epiphany Petition 
 
God of love,  
 we remember today, on this Epiphany Sunday, 
  how wise men from the East came seeking the new 
  born king, 
  how finally they reached the end of their journey, 
  and how they knelt in worship before the infant      
  Jesus. 
 Help us to learn from their example. 
 Guide our footsteps, 
  and lead us closer to Christ. 
 
 Teach us to continue faithfully on the path you set before 
 us, 
  remembering that true faith involves a journey of  
  discovery  
  as well as arrival at a destination. 
 Guide our footsteps, 
  and lead us closer to Christ. 
 
 Teach us to seek your will resolutely, 
  even when the way ahead is not clear. 
 Guide our footsteps, 
  and lead us closer to Christ. 
 
 Teach us to look at the world around us, 
  and to recognise the signs 
  through which you might be speaking to us. 
 Guide our footsteps, 
  and lead us closer to Christ. 
 
 Teach us to keep on trusting in your purpose, 
  even when the response of others  
  may give us cause for doubt. 
 Guide our footsteps,  
  and lead us closer to Christ. 
 
 Teach us to offer to Jesus our wholehearted devotion –  
  not simply our gifts but our whole lives, 
  given to him in joyful worship and grateful praise. 
 Guide our footsteps, 
  and lead us closer to Christ, 
  for in his name we ask it. 

  Amen.  

Office Closure 
Notice 

INVITATION FOR A WEEKEND RETREAT 
Single adults, ages 18-35, are invited to join the Dominican Friars and 
Sisters for a weekend retreat at St Mary’s Towers, Douglas Park, NSW 
from 13-15 February 2026. The retreat will consist of talks, discussion, 
silence, Eucharistic Adoration, the Sacrament of Confession, Mass, 
and time for fellowship. Places limited. Fee: $300 per person.  
https://www.trybooking.com/DHJBL 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cisa#isa060
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Ceph#eph003
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListGosAc%7Cmtw#mtw002
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw002
https://www.trybooking.com/DHJBL

