
We respect the Darug people and their elders both past and present, as the traditional custodians of this land on which we celebrate the Eucharist. 
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St Thomas Aquinas Parish    

 

 

 

Parish Email: springwood@parracatholic.org 

Parish Website:  www.stachurchspringwood.org.au 

Parish Facebook Page: St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Community Springwood 

Parish Administrator: Fr Jack Elkazzi  

Parish Pastoral Council:  springwoodparishpc@gmail.com 

Parish Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday 8.30 am - 3.30 pm 

 
Weekend Masses: Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 pm, Sunday 8:00 am and 9:30 am 

Weekday Mass: Tuesday - Saturday: 9:30 am except Monday 12th – Saturday 17th Jan 2026 

Adoration:  Tuesday: 8:15 am - Saturday 8:15 am except Monday 12th – Sat 17th Jan 2026 

First Friday Adoration: Cancelled until further notice 

Reconciliation: Saturday after 9:30 am Mass except 17th Jan 2026. The 4:00-5:00 pm before  
 the Vigil Mass will continue as normal 

Baptisms: 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month - 11:00 am and by appointment  

Weddings: By appointment  

Funerals: Please Contact the Parish Office 

 
Bulletin Reflection – The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph (Year A) 
 
The Feast of the Holy Family invites us to gaze upon Jesus, Mary, and Joseph as a living icon of God’s 
love. Their life was not free from hardship—poverty, danger, exile, and uncertainty marked their early 
years. Yet through it all, they trusted in God’s providence and remained united in love. 
 
Today’s feast reminds us that holiness is found not in perfection but in faithfulness. Every act of          
patience, every moment of forgiveness, every effort to listen and to love becomes part of the quiet work 
of sanctifying our homes. Like the Holy Family, we are called to make space for God in the ordinary: at 
the table, in our conversations, in the way we care for one another. 

 
As we honour Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, may our homes become places of peace, prayer, and            
encouragement—where Christ is welcomed and where his love is shared generously. 
 
Wishing you all a Blessed Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph! 

May God bless you + 

In Christ Jesus and Mary 

Fr Jack Elkazzi  

168 Hawkesbury Road, Springwood, NSW, 2777 
PO Box 4410, Winmalee, NSW 2777 

Phone: 02 4754 1052; Emergency ONLY: 0474 631 168 

Support us!                     

Scan to donate 

Date: 27th December/28th December 2025   The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
Mass Time: Acolyte  First Reading & Responsorial Psalm  Second Reading &    Music 
          Prayer of the Faithful    
Vigil 5:00 PM Ian Miles  Wilhelmina de Raadt    Felix Kobus    Chris Wilson   
8:00 AM Randall Noney Vicky Walker     Kim Crawford 
9:30 AM Phillip Saville Lisa Vaughan     Anne Ellis    Streeters 
 
 
Date: 3rd January/4th January 2026    The Epiphany of the Lord 
Mass Time: Acolyte  First Reading & Responsorial Psalm  Second Reading &    Music 
          Prayer of the Faithful    
Vigil 5:00 PM Ed Junis  Margaret Smith     Anne Maureen Scarff   Andrew Wilson   
8:00 AM Marek Grus Mary Morris     Jim Gresser 
9:30 AM John Belfanti Anne Edwards     Brian Edwards    Chris Wilson 

KID’S CORNER 

A Message of Gratitude to Our Parish Ministries 
As we enter this summer period and many of our parish ministries take a short break until early February, 

we wish to express our heartfelt thanks to all who serve our parish so generously. 

To our choirs and musicians, liturgical ministers, sacristans, readers, extraordinary ministers of Holy  

Communion, catechists, youth leaders, volunteers, and all who quietly give their time behind the scenes—

thank you. Through your dedication, prayer, and service, our parish continues to be a living, welcoming 

community of faith. 

Your commitment throughout the year, especially during our busiest liturgical seasons, has enriched our 

worship, strengthened our community, and helped many encounter Christ more deeply. 

We pray that this time of rest may be renewing and blessed for you and your families. We look forward to 

welcoming everyone back in early February as we continue our mission together. 

With sincere gratitude and prayers, 

St Thomas Aquinas Parish 
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Recently Deceased: Peter Avery, Janette Green, Anthony Hastings (Joan Noney’s brother), Graham Downie, Helen Redman,               
Steve Bishop;  
Sick: Elizabeth Boshell, Melissa Couch, Stan Pakulski, James Murray, Erlisa Argayoso, Allan Arias, Mary Coombs, Carl Johnson,          
John Hunia, Eva Fitzgerald, Philip Coggan, James Connor, Richard Ford, Julie Somerville, Fr Bob Bossini, Marama Watson.  
We also pray for private intentions including the sick, dying and the suffering.  
Due to the strict privacy laws, names of the deceased and sick can only be included in the Bulletin with the express permission of the immediate 
family. Thank you. 

PARISH AND DIOCESAN NEWS 

FINANCIALLY SUPPORTING OUR PARISH AND ITS 
WORKS: Please support our Parish and its projects. 

• Direct Debit: Please contact the Parish Office for more 
details. 

• Direct Deposit: Details are as follows: 
Bank Account Name: Springwood; BSB: 067-950 
Bank Account Number: 00000560 
Reference: Your name in full.  

FIRST COLLECTION: Proceeds go to the Board of              
Management. The fund supports the living expenses of the 
priests within our Diocese. 

SECOND COLLECTION: Collection is for the upkeep of 
our Parish of St  Thomas Aquinas—directly funding         
operational costs, pastoral activities and various programs that 
enrich our community.   

MASS OFFERING ENVELOPES are also available which can be 
used to express your ongoing generosity and support. Thank you.  

ST THOMAS AQUINAS  

CATHOLIC GIFTSHOP   

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY BREAK!  

Please note that our St Thomas Aquinas 
Catholic Giftshop will be closed from 
Thursday 25th of December 2025 up to 
Monday 2nd of February 2026 and will       
reopen on Tuesday 3rd February 
2026.   

We thank everyone who shopped with 
us in 2025. We appreciate your support more than words 
can say. Your  patronage keeps us going and we hope we 
could be of service to you again in the New Year.  

Merry Christmas to All and have a Prosperous New Year! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Entrance Antiphon Luke 2:16 

The shepherds went in haste, 
and found Mary and Joseph and the Infant lying in a    

manger. 
 

First Reading Sirach 3:2-6. 12-14 

A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus 

Whoever fears the Lord honours his parents. 

The Lord honours the father in his children, 
and upholds the rights of a mother over her sons. 
Whoever respects his father is atoning for his sins, 
he who honours his mother is like someone amassing a 

fortune. 
Whoever respects his father will be happy with children of 

his own, 
he shall be heard on the day when he prays. 
Long life comes to him who honours his father, he who 

sets his mother at ease is showing obedience to the 
Lord. 

My son, support your father in his old age, 
do not grieve him during his life. 
Even if his mind should fail, show him sympathy, 
do not despise him in your health and strength; 
for kindness to a father shall not be forgotten 
but will serve as reparation for your sins. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 127:1-5. R. see v.1 

(R.) Happy are those who fear the Lord and walk in his 
ways. 

1. O blessed are those who fear the Lord 
and walk in his ways! 
By the labour of your hands you shall eat. 
You will be happy and prosper. (R.) 

2. Your wife like a fruitful vine 
in the heart of your house; 
your children like shoots of the olive, 
around your table. (R.) 

3. Indeed thus shall be blessed 
the man who fears the Lord. 
May the Lord bless you from Zion 
all the days of your life! (R.) 

Second Reading Colossians 3:12-21 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians 

Concerning the Christian life in the world. 

You are God’s chosen race, his saints; he loves you and 
you should be clothed in sincere compassion, in kindness 
and humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with one    
another; forgive each other as soon as a quarrel begins. 
The Lord has forgiven you; now you must do the same. 
Over all these clothes, to keep them together and       
complete them, put on love. And may the peace of Christ 
reign in your hearts, because it is for this that you were 
called together as parts of one body. Always be thankful. 
Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, find a home 
with you. Teach each other, and advise each other, in all 
wisdom. With gratitude in your hearts sing psalms and 
hymns and inspired songs to God; and never say or do 
anything except in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him. 
Wives, give way to your husbands, as you should in the 
Lord. Husbands, love your wives and treat them with    
gentleness. Children, be obedient to your parents always, 
because that is what will please the Lord. Parents, never 
drive your children to resentment or you will make them 
feel frustrated. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation Colossians 3:15. 16 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
May the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
and the fullness of his message live within you. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Matthew 2:13-15. 19-23 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt. 

After the wise men had left, the angel of the Lord         
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up, take the 
child and his mother with you, and escape into Egypt, and 
stay there until I tell you, because Herod intends to search 
for the child and do away with him.’ So Joseph got up 
and, taking the child and his mother with him, left that 
night for Egypt, where he stayed until Herod was dead. 
This was to fulfil what the Lord had spoken through the 
prophet: 

I called my son out of Egypt. 
After Herod’s death, the angel of the Lord appeared in a 
dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, ‘Get up, take the child 
and his mother with you and go back to the land of Israel, 
for those who wanted to kill the child are dead.’ 
So Joseph got up and, taking the child and his mother 
with him, went back to the land of Israel. But when he 
learnt that Archelaus had succeeded his father Herod as 
ruler of Judaea he was afraid to go there, and being 
warned in a dream he left for the region of Galilee. There 
he settled in a town called Nazareth. In this way the words 
spoken through the prophets were to be fulfilled: 

He will be called a Nazarene. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Communion Antiphon Baruch 3:38 

Our God has appeared on the earth, and lived among us. 

St Thomas Aquinas Parish Office will be 
closed from Thursday, 25th of         
December 2025 until Monday, 2nd 
February 2026. The Parish Office will  
re-open on Tuesday, 3rd February 
2026. 

During this time, Tuesday to Saturday 8:15 am Adoration and 9:30 
am Mass will continue except from Monday 12th January 2026 up 
to Saturday morning of the 17th January 2026. There is also no 
10:00 am Reconciliation on Saturday 17th January 2026. (Please 
note Fr Jack is on annual retreat from Monday 12th January  
2026 up to Saturday morning of the 17th January 2026). 

Tuesday night Adoration (6:00 pm) and Mass (7:00 pm) are         
cancelled for the duration of the office closure. 

First Friday Adoration on 2 January 2026 at 5:30 pm is also       
cancelled. 

Please note 4:00 pm-5:00 pm Saturday Reconciliation, 5:00 pm 
Saturday Vigil Mass, 8:00 am and 9:30 am Sunday Masses will 
continue as normal. 

During the Christmas Holiday break, emails will not be regularly 
monitored. For URGENT or Emergency matters ONLY, please call 
our after-hours number on 0474 631 168. 

All non-urgent enquiries and invoices will be attended to upon our 
return from leave.  

The Epiphany Pilgrimage occurs only once a year (to coincide with the 
Feast of the Epiphany). The pilgrims begin their journey at Our Lady of 
the Way Parish in Emu Plains and complete their journey at the Chapel 
of the Magi at Bell. The pilgrims will arrive at St Thomas Aquinas Parish 
on Saturday 3rd January and leaving on Sunday 4th January following 
our 8am Mass. A prayer box is at the back of the church so             
parishioners can drop their prayer requests, which will be prayed by the 
pilgrims. To participate in some or all of the pilgrimage including walks, 
Mass, Adoration/prayer sessions and meals – visit 
www.epiphanypilgrimage.org 

2026 Epiphany Pilgrimage will 
be on Saturday 3rd January.  

If you would like to be involved 
by way of providing food or 

drinks also helping with the setting up and serving the food 
for dinner please contact Colleen Kime on 0407 125 427 or 
k.ckime@bigpond.com   

Thank you to all   parish members who have helped in past 
years - Colleen Kime. 

STA Christmas 
Break Notice 

Everlasting God, we have come    
together at the start of another year 
to worship you.  

We come remembering all you have 
done for us over these past twelve 
months—the ways you have guided 
and taught us, the times you have 
offered us strength and support, the 
occasions you have specially        
surrounded us with your love and 
compassion.  

We come now anticipating the year ahead, knowing you will    
always be watching over us through it, constantly working out 
your purpose in our lives, looking to lead us to a deeper           
understanding of your love.  

Touch our hearts now as we join in worship, as we make time to 
dedicate ourselves again to one another, to you, and to your   
kingdom. 

For all you have given us, receive our praise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COLLECT 

O God, who were pleased to give us 

the shining example of the Holy Family, 

graciously grant that we may imitate them 

in practising the virtues of family life  

and in bonds of charity, 

and so, in the joy of your house, 

delight one day in eternal rewards. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Csir#sir003
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Ccol#col003
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListGosAc%7Ccol#col003
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw002

