
We respect the Darug people and their elders both past and present, as the traditional custodians of this land on which we celebrate the Eucharist. 
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St Thomas Aquinas Parish    

 

 

 

Parish Email: springwood@parracatholic.org 

Parish Website:  www.stachurchspringwood.org.au 

Parish Facebook Page: St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Community Springwood 

Parish Administrator: Fr Jack Elkazzi  

Parish Pastoral Council:  springwoodparishpc@gmail.com 

Parish Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday 8.30 am - 3.30 pm 

Weekend Masses: Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 pm, Sunday 8:00 am and 9:30 am 

Weekday Mass: Tuesday - Saturday: 9:30 am except Monday 12th – Saturday 17th Jan 2026 

Adoration:  Tuesday: 8:15 am - Saturday 8:15 am except Monday 12th – Sat 17th Jan 2026 

First Friday Adoration: Cancelled until further notice 

Reconciliation: Saturday after 9:30 am Mass except 17th Jan 2026. The 4:00-5:00 pm before  

 the Vigil Mass will continue as normal 

Baptisms: 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month - 11:00 am and by appointment  

Weddings: By appointment  

Funerals: Please Contact the Parish Office 

 
Bulletin Reflection – Vigil of Christmas (Year A) 
 
The Vigil of Christmas gathers us around the mystery of a God who enters our world gently, quietly, and 
lovingly. Matthew’s Gospel traces the long genealogy that led to the birth of Jesus, showing us that God 
works through generations, through imperfect people, and through the ordinary rhythms of human life. 
Nothing is wasted in God’s plan. 
 
Joseph’s quiet obedience reveals the courage of a heart open to God’s will. In him, we see the strength 
of faith expressed not in words, but in trustful action. Tonight, as we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Christ, we are invited to open our own lives to this same grace. 
 
God comes to dwell with us—not in power, but in vulnerability; not with noise, but with peace. May the 
Vigil of Christmas awaken in us a renewed wonder and gratitude for the God who is with us, guiding 
every moment of our lives. 
 
Wishing you all a Blessed and Holy Christmas!!! 

May God bless you + 

In Christ Jesus and Mary 

Fr Jack Elkazzi 

168 Hawkesbury Road, Springwood, NSW, 2777 
PO Box 4410, Winmalee, NSW 2777 

Phone: 02 4754 1052; Emergency ONLY: 0474 631 168 

Support us!                     

Scan to donate 

Date: 24th December/25th December 2025   Nativity of the Lord 
Mass Time: Acolyte  First Reading & Responsorial Psalm  Second Reading &    Music 
          Prayer of the Faithful    
Vigil 5:00 PM Bernard Ellis &  
Children’s Mass Shaun Keating Anne Edwards     Brian Edwards    Andrew Wilson 

Family 8:00 PM John Belfanti & 
Christmas Mass Randall Noney Matt Aldous     Tanya Baldwin    STA Choir 

8:00 AM Ian Miles  Jim Gresser     Mary Morris     
9:30 AM Marek Grus Lisa Vaughan     Peta Sparkes    Streeters 
 
Date: 27th December/28th December 2025   The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
Mass Time: Acolyte  First Reading & Responsorial Psalm  Second Reading &    Music 
          Prayer of the Faithful    
Vigil 5:00 PM Ian Miles  Wilhelmina de Raadt    Felix Kobus    Chris Wilson   
8:00 AM Randall Noney Vicky Walker     Kim Crawford 
9:30 AM Phillip Saville Lisa Vaughan     Anne Ellis    Streeters 

A Message of Gratitude to Our Parish Ministries 
As we enter this summer period and many of our parish ministries take a short break until early February, 

we wish to express our heartfelt thanks to all who serve our parish so generously. 

To our choirs and musicians, liturgical ministers, sacristans, readers, extraordinary ministers of Holy  

Communion, catechists, youth leaders, volunteers, and all who quietly give their time behind the scenes—

thank you. Through your dedication, prayer, and service, our parish continues to be a living, welcoming 

community of faith. 

Your commitment throughout the year, especially during our busiest liturgical seasons, has enriched our 

worship, strengthened our community, and helped many encounter Christ more deeply. 

We pray that this time of rest may be renewing and blessed for you and your families. We look forward to 

welcoming everyone back in early February as we continue our mission together. 

With sincere gratitude and prayers, 

St Thomas Aquinas Parish 

KID’S CORNER 
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At the Vigil Mass 
 
Entrance Antiphon Cf Exodus 16:6-7 

Today you will know that the Lord will come, and he will 
save us, and in the morning you will see his glory. 

 

First Reading Isaiah 62:1-5 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

The Lord takes delight in you. 

About Zion I will not be silent, about Jerusalem I will not 
grow weary, until her integrity shines out like the 
dawn and her salvation flames like a torch. 

The nations then will see your integrity, all the kings your 
glory, and you will be called by a new name, one 
which the mouth of the Lord will confer. 

You are to be a crown of splendour in the hand of the 
Lord, a princely diadem in the hand of your God; no 
longer are you to be named ‘Forsaken’, nor your land 
‘Abandoned’, but you shall be called ‘My Delight’ and 
your land ‘The Wedded’; for the Lord takes delight in 
you and your land will have its wedding. 

Like a young man marrying a virgin, so will the one who 
built you wed you, and as the bridegroom rejoices in 
his bride, so will your God rejoice in you. 

 

Responsorial Psalm  

(R.) For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 

1. ‘I have made a covenant with my chosen one; 
I have sworn to David my servant: 
I will establish your dynasty for ever 
and set up your throne through all ages.’ (R.) 

2. Happy the people who acclaim such a king, 
who walk, O Lord, in the light of your face, 
who find their joy every day in your name, 
who make your justice the source of their bliss. (R.) 

3. ‘He will say to me: “You are my father, 
my God, the rock who saves me.” 
I will keep my love for him always; 
for him my covenant shall endure.’ (R.) 
 

Second Reading Acts of the Apostles 13:16-17. 22-25 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

Paul spoke of Christ, the son of David. 

When Paul reached Antioch in Pisidia, he stood up in the 
synagogue, held up a hand for silence and began to 
speak: 
‘Men of Israel, and fearers of God, listen! The God of our 
nation Israel chose our ancestors, and made our people 
great when they were living as foreigners in Egypt; then by 
divine power he led them out. 
‘Then he made David their king, of whom he approved in 
these words, “I have selected David son of Jesse, a man 
after my own heart, who will carry out my whole purpose”. 
To keep his promise, God has raised up for Israel one of 
David’s descendants, Jesus, as Saviour, whose coming 
was heralded by John when he proclaimed a baptism of 
repentance for the whole people of Israel. Before John 
ended his career he said, “I am not the one you imagine 
me to be; that one is coming after me and I am not fit to 
undo his sandal”.’ 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Tomorrow the wickedness of the earth will be destroyed: 
the Saviour of the world will be our king. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Matthew 1:1-25 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

A genealogy of Jesus Christ, son of David. 

A genealogy of Jesus Christ, son of David, son of  
Abraham: Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the  
father of Jacob, Jacob was the father of Judah and his 
brothers, Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah, 
Tamar being their mother, Perez was the father of Hezron, 
Hezron the father of Ram, Ram was the father of 
Amminadab, Amminadab the father of Nahshon, 
Nahshon the father of Salmon, Salmon was the father of 
Boaz, Rahab being his mother, Boaz was the father of  
Obed, Ruth being his mother, Obed was the father of 
Jesse; and Jesse was the father of King David. 
David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had 
been Uriah’s wife, Solomon was the father of Rehoboam, 
Rehoboam the father of Abijah, Abijah the father of Asa, 
Asa was the father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the  
father of Joram, Joram the father of Azariah, Azariah was 
the father of Jotham, Jotham the father of Ahaz, Ahaz the 
father of Hezekiah, Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh, 
Manasseh the father of Amon, Amon the father of Josiah; 
and Josiah was the father of Jechoniah and his brothers. 
Then the deportation to Babylon took place. 

After the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the  
father of Shealtiel, Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, 
Zerubbabel was the father of Abiud, Abiud the father of  
Eliakim, Eliakim the father of Azor, Azor was the father of  
Zadok, Zadok the father of Achim, Achim the father of 

Eliud, Eliud was the father of Eleazar, Eleazar the father  
of Matthan, Matthan the father of Jacob; and Jacob was 
the father of Joseph the husband of Mary; of her was born 
Jesus who is called Christ. 
The sum of generations is therefore: fourteen from 
Abraham to David; fourteen from David to the 
Babylonian deportation; and fourteen from the 
Babylonian deportation to Christ. 
This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother 
Mary was betrothed to Joseph; but before they came to 
live together she was found to be with child through the 
Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a man of honour 
and wanting to spare her publicity, decided to divorce her 
informally. He had made up his mind to do this when the 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home 
as your wife, because she has conceived what is in her by 
the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son and you must 
name him Jesus, because he is the one who is to save his 
people from their sins.’ Now all this took place to fulfil the 
words spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

The Virgin will conceive and give birth to a son 
and they will call him Emmanuel, 

a name which means ‘God-is-with-us’. 
When Joseph woke up he did what the angel of the Lord 
told him to do: he took his wife to his home and, though 
he had not had intercourse with her, she gave birth to a 
son; and he named him Jesus. 
 

Communion Antiphon Cf Isaiah 40:5 

The glory of the Lord will be revealed, 
and all flesh will see the salvation of our God. 

Fr Jack’s 2025 
Christmas Message 
 
Christmas Day welcomes us into the radiant light of God’s love. John’s Gospel lifts our eyes 

to the majesty of the Word made flesh—Christ, who was with God in the beginning, now 

dwelling among us. The God who created the stars enters the world as a child so we may 

know him, touch him, and walk with him. 

This feast reminds us that our humanity is not something God tolerates but something he  

embraces. In Christ, our ordinary lives become places where divine grace unfolds. 

The true gift of Christmas is not found under a tree but in the God who chooses to be with 

us—in our joys and sorrows, our hopes and fears. Wherever there is darkness, Christ brings 

light; wherever there is brokenness, he brings healing. 

May this holy day renew our wonder and fill our homes with peace. Christ is born—God is 

with us. 

Wishing you all a Blessed and Holy Christmas!!! 

May God bless you + 

In Christ Jesus and Mary 

Fr Jack Elkazzi 

 

In the celebration of the STA Christmas Carols, STA Parish would like to thank ... 
the choir for their musical gift so faithfully inspiring us through every chant and harmony 
generous donors for providing essential foods, drinks, sweets on the day 
the kitchen volunteers, servers, grill masters/barbequers from prepping to keeping everything running      
so smoothly 
our dearest Santa for making our special event extra magical with joyful spirit and kind heart 
everyone who came dressed up from kids to adults, bringing smiles and holiday cheer to everyone 
all who showed up, young and old, singles and families from different cultures and background and  

            braved the weather despite the heat 
Your presence was the best gift we could have asked for! Thank you for taking the time to join us, share in 
our joy and made our special day truly unforgettable.  

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cisa#isa062
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cact#act013
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw001
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Recently Deceased: Peter Avery, Janette Green, Anthony Hastings (Joan Noney’s brother), Graham Downie, Helen Redman,               
Steve Bishop;  
Sick: Elizabeth Boshell, Melissa Couch, Stan Pakulski, James Murray, Erlisa Argayoso, Allan Arias, Mary Coombs, Carl Johnson,          
John Hunia, Eva Fitzgerald, Philip Coggan, James Connor, Richard Ford, Julie Somerville, Fr Bob Bossini, Marama Watson.  
We also pray for private intentions including the sick, dying and the suffering.  
Due to the strict privacy laws, names of the deceased and sick can only be included in the Bulletin with the express permission of the immediate 
family. Thank you. 

PARISH AND DIOCESAN NEWS 

FINANCIALLY SUPPORTING OUR PARISH AND ITS 
WORKS: Please support our Parish and its projects. 

• Direct Debit: Please contact the Parish Office for more 
details. 

• Direct Deposit: Details are as follows: 
Bank Account Name: Springwood; BSB: 067-950 
Bank Account Number: 00000560 
Reference: Your name in full.  

FIRST COLLECTION: Proceeds go to the Board of              
Management. The fund supports the living expenses of the 
priests within our Diocese. 

SECOND COLLECTION: Collection is for the upkeep of 
our Parish of St  Thomas Aquinas—directly funding         
operational costs, pastoral activities and various programs that 
enrich our community.   

MASS OFFERING ENVELOPES are also available which can be 
used to express your ongoing generosity and support. Thank you.  

ST THOMAS AQUINAS 
CATHOLIC GIFTSHOP  
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 

BREAK!  
Please note that our St Thomas  
Aquinas Catholic Giftshop will be 

closed from Thursday 25th of      
December 2025 up to Monday 
2nd of February 2026 and will    

re-open on Tuesday 3rd of     
February 2026.   

We thank everyone who shopped 
with us in 2025. We appreciate 

your support more than words can say. Your patronage keeps us 
going and we hope we could be of service to you again in the new 
year. Merry Christmas to All and have a Prosperous New Year! 

 
At the Mass during the Night 
 
Entrance Antiphon Psalm 2:7 

The Lord said to me: You are my Son. 
It is I who have begotten you this day. 
 

First Reading Isaiah 9:1-7 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

A son is given to us. 

The people that walked in darkness 
has seen a great light; 
on those who live in a land of deep shadow 
a light has shone. 
You have made their gladness greater, 
you have made their joy increase; 
they rejoice in your presence 
as men rejoice at harvest time, 
as men are happy when they are dividing the spoils. 
For the yoke that was weighing on him, 
the bar across his shoulders, 
the rod of his oppressor, 
these you break as on the day of Midian. 
For all the footgear of battle, 
every cloak rolled in blood, 
is burnt and consumed by fire. 
For there is a child born for us, 
a son given to us 
and dominion is laid on his shoulders; 
and this is the name they give him: 
Wonder-Counsellor, Mighty-God, 
Eternal-Father, Prince-of-Peace. 
Wide is his dominion 
in a peace that has no end, 
for the throne of David 
and for his royal power, 
which he establishes and makes secure 
in justice and integrity. 
From this time onwards and for ever, 
the jealous love of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 95:1-3. 11-13 R. Lk 2:11 

(R.) Today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord. 

1. O sing a new song to the Lord, 
sing to the Lord all the earth. 
O sing to the Lord, bless his name. (R.) 

2. Proclaim his help day by day, 
tell among the nations his glory 
and his wonders among all the peoples. (R.) 

3. Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad, 
let the sea and all within it thunder praise, 
let the land and all it bears rejoice, 
all the trees of the wood shout for joy 
at the presence of the Lord for he comes, 
he comes to rule the earth. (R.) 

4. With justice he will rule the world, 
he will judge the peoples with his truth. (R.)   

 
 

 
Second Reading Titus 2:11-14 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to Titus 

God’s grace has been revealed to all people. 

God’s grace has been revealed, and it has made salvation 
possible for the whole human race and taught us that 
what we have to do is to give up everything that does not 
lead to God, and all our worldly ambitions; we must be 
self-restrained and live good and religious lives here in 
this present world, while we are waiting in hope for the 
blessing which will come with the Appearing of the glory of 
our great God and saviour Christ Jesus. He sacrificed 
himself for us in order to set us free from all wickedness 
and to purify a people so that it could be his very own and 
would have no ambition except to do good. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation Luke 2:10-11 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Good News and great joy to all the world: 
today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Luke 2:1-14 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

Today a saviour has been born for you. 

Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census of the 
whole world to be taken. This census – the first – took 
place while Quirinius was governor of Syria, and everyone 
went to his own town to be registered. So Joseph set out 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee and travelled up to 
Judaea, to the town of David called Bethlehem, since he 
was of David’s House and line, in order to be registered 
together with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 
While they were there the time came for her to have her 
child, and she gave birth to a son, her first-born. She 
wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a   
manger because there was no room for them at the inn. In 
the countryside close by there were shepherds who lived 
in the fields and took it in turns to watch their flocks during 
the night. The angel of the Lord appeared to them and the 
glory of the Lord shone round them. They were terrified, 
but the angel said, ‘Do not be afraid. Listen, I bring you 
news of great joy, a joy to be shared by the whole people. 
Today in the town of David a saviour has been born to 
you; he is Christ the Lord. And here is a sign for you: you 
will find a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in 
a manger.’ And suddenly with the angel there was a great 
throng of the heavenly host, praising God and singing: 

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven 
and peace to men who enjoy his favour.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Communion Antiphon John 1:14 

The Word became flesh, and we have seen his glory.   

St Thomas Aquinas Parish Office will be 
closed from Thursday, 25th December 
2025 until Monday, 2nd February 2026. 
The Parish Office will re-open on       

Tuesday, 3rd February 2026. 

During this time, Tuesday to Saturday 8:15 am Adoration and 
9:30 am Mass will continue except from Monday 12th January 
2026 up to Saturday morning of the 17th January 2026. 
There is also no 10:00 am Reconciliation on Saturday 17th 
January 2026. (Please note Fr Jack is on annual retreat 
from Monday 12th January 2026 up to Saturday morning of 
the 17th January 2026). 

Tuesday night Adoration (6:00 pm) and Mass (7:00 pm) are         
cancelled for the duration of the office closure. 

First Friday Adoration on 2 January 2026 at 5:30 pm is also       
cancelled until further notice. 

Please note 4:00 pm-5:00 pm Saturday Reconciliation, 5:00 pm 
Saturday Vigil Mass, 8:00 am and 9:30 am Sunday Masses will 
continue as normal. 

During the Christmas Holiday break, emails will not be regularly 
monitored. For URGENT or Emergency matters ONLY, please 
call our after-hours number on 0474 631 168. 

All non-urgent enquiries and invoices will be attended to upon 
our return from leave.  

Through the Generosity and Loving Kindness of our St. Thomas 
Aquinas parishioners and the St. Thomas Aquinas Primary School 
community, the Springwood St. Vincent de Paul Conference have 
been able to distribute the following gifts for Christmas 2025. 

96 Christmas Hampers to local families in need, including some who 
are homeless, living in cars or makeshift shelter in the bush,  older 
people and the unemployed struggling with the cost of living, women 
and children fleeing domestic violence situations, refugee families 
and people suffering chronic health issues. 

14 cartons of toys, games and children’s books to local families, 
70 children who are “at risk” and being supported by Catholic Care 
Family Services, our Vinnies Rural Twin Conference on Kandos and 
children of refugee families who will be assisted greatly learning    
English with the aid of these books and games. 

$4,000 worth of Fresh Food, Fruit and Vegetable and Petrol 
vouchers, to local families, people needing transport to attend     
medical appointments and some of the homeless people. 

This year 2025, was declared a Jubilee year and we were invited to 
be ‘Pilgrims of Hope’. Your gifts this Christmas have touched the 
hearts of literally hundreds of people making Christmas for them, a 
time of Joy, Hope and respite from their struggles, which we pray will 
lead them to feeling more optimistic about their future.  Our parish is 
truly blessed to have the opportunity, and the will, to show real Christ 
Centered Charity, Caritas, to people in need.   

To paraphrase one of our beautiful Christmas Carols; “And Love 
came down upon the people here in the mountains, and Love came 
down and brightened their world”. 

Christmas blessings to everyone, 
St Vincent the Paul, Springwood 

The Epiphany Pilgrimage occurs only once a year (to coincide with the 
Feast of the Epiphany). The pilgrims begin their journey at Our Lady of the 
Way Parish in Emu Plains and complete their journey at the Chapel of the 
Magi at Bell. The pilgrims will arrive at St Thomas Aquinas Parish on      
Saturday 3rd January and leaving on Sunday 4th January following our 
8am Mass. A prayer box is at the back of the church so parishioners can 
drop their prayer requests, which will be prayed by the pilgrims. To        
participate in some or all of the pilgrimage including walks, Mass, Adoration/
prayer sessions and meals – visit www.epiphanypilgrimage.org 

2026 Epiphany Pilgrimage will be 
on Saturday 3rd January.  
If you would like to be involved by 
way of providing food or drinks also 
helping with the setting up and     
serving the food for dinner please 

contact Colleen Kime on 0407 125 427 or k.ckime@bigpond.com  
Thank you to all parish members who have helped in past years - 
Colleen Kime. 

STA Christmas 
Break Notice 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cisa#isa009
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Ctit#tit002
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListGosAc%7Cluk#luk002
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cluk#luk002
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At the Mass during the Day 
 
Entrance Antiphon Cf Isaiah 9:5 

A child is born for us, and a son is given to us; 
his sceptre of power rests upon his shoulder, 
and his name will be called Messenger of great counsel. 
 

First Reading Isaiah 52:7-10 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

All the ends of the earth shall see the saving power of our God. 

How beautiful on the mountains, are the feet of one who 
brings good news, who heralds peace, brings happiness, 
proclaims salvation, and tells Zion, ‘Your God is king!’ 
Listen! Your watchmen raise their voices, they shout for 
joy together, for they see the Lord face to face, as he    
returns to Zion. 
Break into shouts of joy together, you ruins of Jerusalem; 
for the Lord is consoling his people, redeeming Jerusalem. 
The Lord bares his holy arm in the sight of all the nations, 
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our 
God. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 97:1-6. R. v.3 

(R.) All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power 
of God. 

1. Sing a new song to the Lord 
for he has worked wonders. 
His right hand and his holy arm 
have brought salvation. (R.) 

2. The Lord has made known his salvation; 
has shown his justice to the nations. 
He has remembered his truth and love 
for the house of Israel. (R.) 

3. All the ends of the earth have seen 
the salvation of our God. 
Shout to the Lord all the earth, 
ring out your joy. (R.) 

4. Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp, 
with the sound of music. 
With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
acclaim the King, the Lord. (R.) 
 

Second Reading Hebrews 1:1-6 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 

In our own time, God speaks to us through his Son. 

At various times in the past and in various different ways, 
God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; but in 
our own time, the last days, he has spoken to us through 
his Son, the Son that he has appointed to inherit          
everything and through whom he made everything there 
is. He is the radiant light of God’s glory and the perfect 
copy of his nature, sustaining the universe by his powerful 
command; and now that he has destroyed the defilement 
of sin, he has gone to take his place in heaven at the right 
hand of divine Majesty. So he is now as far above the  
angels as the title which he has inherited is higher than 
their own name. 
 

Second Reading (continuation) 

God has never said to any angel: You are my Son, today I 
have become your father, or: I will be a father to him and 
he a son to me. Again, when he brings the First-born into 
the world, he says: Let all the angels of God worship him. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
A holy day has dawned upon us. 
Come you nations and adore the Lord. 
Today a great light has come upon the earth. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel John 1:1-18 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us, and we saw 
his glory. 

In the beginning was the Word: the Word was with God 
and the Word was God. 
He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things 
came to be, not one thing had its being but through him. 
All that came to be had life in him and that life was the 
light of men, a light that shines in the dark, a light that 
darkness could not overpower. 
A man came, sent by God. His name was John. 
He came as a witness, as a witness to speak for the light, 
so that everyone might believe through him. 
He was not the light, only a witness to speak for the light. 
The Word was the true light that enlightens all men; 
and he was coming into the world. 
He was in the world that had its being through him, and 
the world did not know him. 
He came to his own domain and his own people did not 
accept him. 
But to all who did accept him he gave power to become 
children of God, to all who believe in the name of him 
who was born not out of human stock or urge of the flesh 
or will of man but of God himself. 
The Word was made flesh, he lived among us, and we 
saw his glory, the glory that is his as the only Son of the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 
John appears as his witness, He proclaims: ‘This is the 
one of whom I said: He who comes after me ranks before 
me because he existed before me.’ 
Indeed, from his fullness we have, all of us, received – 
yes, grace in return for grace, since, though the Law was 
given through Moses, grace and truth have come through 
Jesus Christ. 
No one has ever seen God; it is the only Son, who is 
nearest to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Communion Antiphon Cf Psalm 97:3 

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our 
God. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bishop Vincent’s 2025 
Christmas Message 
 
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,  
 
Peace be with you this Christmas 2025!  
 
Christmas is about birth, new beginnings and regeneration and the wonder of newborn life. Mary, the Mother of 
God, yet also a young pregnant woman, was probably afraid, suffering, in a strange place. The no-doubt-anxious 
Joseph, hovering around, maybe running off to get clean cloths as the birth approached. The baby boy, born in 
blood and tears and happiness as all babies are, time without end.  
 
And then the explosion of joy at this beginning - angels in the sky, a beacon star, kneeling shepherds and later, 
grave Magi bringing royal gifts.  
 
Christmas is all this – the joy, the pain, the fear, the expectation, the utter humanity of birth – the everyday miracle 
and an even greater miracle. God has become one of us and now dwells amongst us forever!  
 
However, Christmas does not just console us with the proclamation of the Emmanuel -God dwelling-among-us. It 
also challenges us to act to transform our world. God comes among us not in a parade of power and glory. Rather 
he chooses to immerse himself fully with our human condition, embracing the trials and tribulations of life. There-
fore, reclaiming the Christmas spirit means none other than to imitate God’s radical solidarity even at the risk of 
jeopardising our own status and privilege.  
 
Let’s never forget that our God, the maker of all things visible and invisible, was reduced to the most vulnerable of 
creatures; another little Middle Eastern boy caught up in homelessness, poverty and a cruel cycle of violence.  
 
Christmas then, above all, is the special time when we remember our God-given duty to transform the world and 
our grave responsibility to become peacemakers.  
 
The very first words of our new Holy Father Pope Leo XIV, as Pope, are worth recalling:  
 
Peace be with all of you! Dearest brothers and sisters, this is the first greeting of the Risen Christ, the good shep-
herd who gave his life for God's flock. I, too, would like this greeting of peace to enter your hearts, to reach your 
families, and all people, wherever they are, all of the people, all over the earth…This is the peace of the Risen 
Christ, an unarmed peace and a disarming peace, humble and persevering. It comes from God, God who loves 
us all unconditionally.  
 
Yes, our violent chaotic planet desperately needs this peace of Christ!  
 
Daily our hearts continue to break, when we see the violence especially to children, in places like Gaza, Ukraine 
and Myanmar.  
 
We cannot just watch all this suffering in front of our eyes passively. We must act then as disciples of Jesus of 
Nazareth, in the spirit of the Beatitudes, to bring about real change. Together as the Body of Christ, we can make 
a difference.  
 
   My prayer, therefore, is that each of you will feel God’s closeness and become instruments  
   of peace in the New Year ahead.  
 
     With Pope Leo and St Francis of Assisi, in this holy season of goodwill and peace,  
      we pray: Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.  
 
             Bishop Vincent Long OFM Conv  
             Bishop of Parramatta 
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