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Date: 17th January/18th January 2026 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time p p
Mass Time: Acolyte First Reading & Responsorial Psalm Second Reading & Music St Tﬁomas Aqulms ’Pansﬂ
. . . . Pra_ver of the Faithful o 168 Hawkesbury Road, Springwood, NSW, 2777
Vigil 5:00 PM Ed Junis Wilhelmina de Raadt Felix Kobus Chris Wilson PO Box 4410, Winmalee, NSW 2777
8:00 AM Marek Grus Vicky Walker Kim Crawford Phone: 02 4754 1052; Emergency ONLY: 0474 631 168 Va |
9:30 AM Phillip Saville Margaret Hickey Peta Sparkes Clemens del Rosario Parish Email: springwood@parracatholic.org :
Parish Website: www.stachurchspringwood.org.au ST THOMAS AQUINAS
. . . . . . SPRINGWOCD
Date: 24th January/25th January 2026 Third Sunday in Ordinary Time Parish Pacebook Page: 5t Thomas Aquinas Catholic Community Springwood >
Mass Time: Acolyte First Reading & Responsorial Psalm Second Reading & Music Parish Administrator: Fr Jack Elkazzi _
Prayer of the Faithful Parish Pastoral Council: springwoodparishpc@gmail.com
Vigil 5:00PM  lan Miles Margaret Smith Anne Maureen Scarff Chris Wilson Parish Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday 8.30 am - 3.30 pm
8:00 AM Randall Noney - Mary Morris Domhnall MacCormac Weekend Masses: Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 pm, Sunday 8:00 am and 9:30 am
9:30 AM John Belfanti Katherine Mahns Phil Saville Streeters Weekday Mass: Tuesday - Saturday: 9:30 am
Adoration: Tuesday - Saturday: 8:15 am
’ First Friday Adoration: Cancelled until further notice
KI D S CO RN E R Reconciliation: Saturday after 9:30 am Mass and 4:00-5:00 pm before the Saturday Vigil Mass
Baptisms: 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month - 11:00 am and by appointment
Weddings: By appointment . . Support us!
Funerals: Please Contact the Parish Office

Scan to donate

_ We respect the Darug people and their elders both past and present, as the traditional custodians of this land on which we celebrate the Eucharist.

Jesus baptised his disciples with  John the Baptist called Jesus the Lamb of God,

the Holy Spirit. D If less gift . . . . .
¢ :z"gp;:‘,ﬁszwb:oj‘:::& ,,mmz;:fxﬂf ;:'::fmﬁﬁws Bulletin Reflection — 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)

and spotless in the eyes of God?

John the Baptist does something remarkable in today’s Gospel: he steps aside and points to Jesus,
saying, “Behold the Lamb of God.” In that simple gesture, John teaches us the heart of discipleship.
Faith is never about drawing attention to ourselves; it is always about leading others to Christ.

The title “Lamb of God” reveals who Jesus truly is. He is gentle, obedient, and self-giving—one who will
take upon himself the sin and suffering of the world. This is not the image of a distant or demanding
God, but of a Saviour who enters our brokenness in order to heal it.

As Ordinary Time begins, we are reminded that holiness is lived out in the ordinary moments of life. Like
John, we are called to point to Christ through our words, our choices, and the way we treat one another.
Every act of patience, forgiveness, and quiet generosity becomes a sign that the Lamb of God is still at
work among us.

May we learn to recognise Christ in our daily lives and, by our witness, help others to see him too.

May God bless you all +
In Christ Jesus and Mary
Fr Jack Elkazzi

Use the code key to decipher what
John the Baptist knew about Jesus

Rosary Quote

“The Rosary is the most excellent form of prayer and the most efficacious means of
' attaining eternal life. It is the remedy for all our evils, the root of all our blessings.
- There is no more excellent way of praying.”
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-PopeLeo XIII !

John 1:29-34 © Creative Ministry Resources
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Entrance Antiphon esam 654

All the earth shall bow down before you, O God,
and shall sing to you,
shall sing to your name, O Most High!

First Reading Isaiah 49:3. 5-6
A reading from the prophet Isaiah

| will make you the light of the nations so that my salvation may
reach to the ends of the earth.

The Lord said to me, ‘You are my servant, Israel,
in whom | shall be glorified’;
| was honoured in the eyes of the Lord,
my God was my strength.
And now the Lord has spoken,
he who formed me in the womb to be his servant,
to bring Jacob back to him,
to gather Israel to him:
‘It is not enough for you to be my servant,
to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back the
survivors of Israel;
I will make you the light of the nations
so that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.’

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm pss92 4. 7-10.r ws. 0.

(R.) Here I am, Lord;
| come to do your will.

1. | waited, | waited for the Lord
and he stooped down to me;
he heard my cry.
He put a new song into my mouth,
praise of our God. (R.)

2. You do not ask for sacrifice and offerings,
but an open ear.
You do not ask for holocaust and victim.
Instead, here am I. (R.)

3. In the scroll of the book it stands written
that | should do your will.
My God, | delight in your law
in the depth of my heart. (R.)

4. Your justice | have proclaimed
in the great assembly.
My lips | have not sealed;
you know it, O Lord.

Second Reading 1 corinthians 1:1-3
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians

The grace and peace of God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you.

I, Paul, appointed by God to be an apostle, together with
brother Sosthenes, send greetings to the church of God
in Corinth, to the holy people of Jesus Christ, who are
called to take their place among all the saints everywhere
who pray to our Lord Jesus Christ; for he is their Lord no
less than ours. May God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ send you grace and peace.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation sonn 1:14. 12

Alleluia, alleluial

The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us.
He enabled those who accepted him

to become the children of God.

Alleluia!

Gos pel sonn 12034
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.

Seeing Jesus coming towards him, John said, ‘Look, there
is the lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world.
This is the one | spoke of when | said: A man is coming
after me who ranks before me because he existed before
me. | did not know him myself, and yet it was to reveal
him to Israel that | came baptising with water.” John also
declared, ‘| saw the Spirit coming down on him from
heaven like a dove and resting on him. | did not know him
myself, but he who sent me to baptise with water had said
to me, “The man on whom you see the Spirit come down
and rest is the one who is going to baptise with the Holy
Spirit.” Yes, | have seen and | am the witness that he is
the Chosen One of God.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Communion Antiphon csesaim 225

You have prepared a table before me,
and how precious is the chalice that quenches my thirst.
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Recently Deceased: Richard Bell, Elizabeth Boshell

Due to the strict privacy laws, r of the dec

family. Thank you.

Sick: Melissa Couch, James Murray, Erlisa Argayoso, Allan Arias, Mary Coombs, Carl Johnson, John Hunia, Eva Fitzgerald, Philip Coggan,
James Connor, Richard Ford, Julie Somerville, Fr Bob Bossini, Marama Watson.

We also pray for private intentions including the sick, dying and the suffering.

d and sick can only be included in the Bulletin with the express permission of the immediate

PARISH AND DIOCESAN NEWS

FINANCIALLY SUPPORTING OUR PARISH AND ITS

WORKS: Please support our Parish and its projects.

o Direct Debit: Please contact the Parish Office for more
details.

o Direct Deposit: Details are as follows:

Bank Account Name: Springwood; BSB: 067-950

Bank Account Number: 00000560

Reference: Your name in full.

FIRST COLLECTION: Proceeds go to the Board of

Management._The fund supports the living expenses of the

priests within our Diocese.

SECOND COLLECTION: Collection is for the upkeep of

our Parish of St Thomas Aquinas—directly funding

operational costs, pastoral activities and various programs that

enrich our community.

MASS OFFERING ENVELOPES are also available which can be

used to express your ongoing generosity and support. Thank you.

Saint Agnes, Virgin and Martyr
- 21st January

Died at Rome, perhaps in the early
fourth century. One of the most
widely venerated of the Roman
martyrs. According to early
accounts, she gave her life to
preserve her virginity consecrated
to Christ. She fearlessly proclaimed
her faith and was condemned to
death. Because of her heroism,
Agnes has been an inspiration
since her death. This popular saint
is mentioned in the First
Eucharistic Prayer.

Saint _Agnes

PRAY FORUS

St Thomas Aquinas Parish Office is
0370 [} 1]{= closed until Monday, 2nd February

Notice 2026. The Parish Office will re-open
on Tuesday, 3rd February 2026.

While the Parish Office is closed, the Tuesday to Saturday
8:15 am Adoration and 9:30 am Mass will continue as usual.

Tuesday night Adoration (6:00 pm) and Mass (7:00 pm) are
cancelled for the duration of the office closure.

First Friday Adoration is also cancelled until further notice.

Please note 4:00 pm-5:00 pm Saturday Reconciliation,
5:00 pm Saturday Vigil Mass, 8:00 am and 9:30 am Sunday
Masses will continue as normal.

During the holiday break, emails will not be regularly
monitored. For URGENT or Emergency matters ONLY,
please call our after-hours number on 0474 631 168.

All non-urgent enquiries and invoices will be attended to
upon our return from leave.

ST THOMAS AQUINAS
CATHOLIC GIFTSHOP

Please note that our St Thomas Aquinas

Catholic Giftshop is closed and will re-

. open on Tuesday 3rd February 2026.

| We thank everyone who shopped with us in

i 2025. We appreciate your support more

‘ than words can say. Your patronage keeps
us going and we hope we could be of

service to you again this New Year.

Saint Francis de Sales
- 24th January

Born in Savoy (France) in 1567.
Died in Lyons in 1622. As a
presbyter and as a bishop of
Geneva, he played a major part in
the renewal of 17th century French
Catholicism. Seen by many as an
early proponent of ecumenical

A . ~ dialogue. Founded the Visitation
St. Francis de Salgs order with Saint Jane Frances de
| Chantal (12 December). His
writings promoted a spirituality for
laypeople. Remembered as a most
influential preacher, writer and
spiritual director, who combined
firmness with patience and
gentleness.

Pray forUs /

(Feast Day - Jan 24)

One of the most beautiful acts of service
in our parish is bringing the presence of
Jesus in the Eucharist to those who are
sick, elderly, or unable to join us at Mass.
This ministry is not only a sacred duty but
also a profound gift of comfort,
companionship, and faith to those in
need.

We are inviting parishioners who feel
called to serve as Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy Communion to the
Sick and Housebound. Training and guidance will be provided, so
no prior experience is necessary—only a willing heart, a spirit of
compassion, and a commitment to treat this ministry with reverence.
If you would like to learn more or express your interest, please
contact the parish office on 02 4751 1052 or

email: springwood@parracatholic.org

Let us continue to be the hands and feet of Christ, bringing His love
and presence to all members of our community.

INVITATION FOR A WEEKEND RETREAT

Single adults, ages 18-35, are invited to join the Dominican Friars and
Sisters for a weekend retreat at St Mary’s Towers, Douglas Park,
NSW from 13-15 February 2026. The retreat will consist of talks,
discussion, silence, Eucharistic Adoration, the Sacrament of Confes-
sion, Mass, and time for fellowship. Places limited. Fee: $300 per
person.

https://www.trybooking.com/DHJBL

Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses are now open for registration:
Ministers of the Word, Extraordinary Ministers of Communion,
Communion to the Sick & Dying and Ministers at the Altar to be held in
Blacktown or Penrith in 2026.

Enrolments will close on Friday, 23rd January 2026 or earlier if
maximum capacity is reached. Please contact STA Parish Office for
enrolment form or the Catholic Diocese of Parramatta Office for
Worship directly on 0460 037 795; email: ofw@parracatholic.org



https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cisa#isa049
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cco1#co1001
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListGosAc%7Cjhn#jhn001
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cjhn#jhn001
https://www.trybooking.com/DHJBL

