
We respect the Darug people and their elders both past and present, as the traditional custodians of this land on which we celebrate the Eucharist. 
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St Thomas Aquinas Parish    

 

 

 

Parish Email: springwood@parracatholic.org 

Parish Website:  www.stachurchspringwood.org.au 

Parish Facebook Page: St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Community Springwood 

Parish Administrator: Fr Jack Elkazzi  

Parish Pastoral Council:  springwoodparishpc@gmail.com 

Parish Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday 8.30 am - 3.30 pm 

 
Weekend Masses: Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 pm, Sunday 8:00 am and 9:30 am 

Weekday Mass: No 9:30 am Mass from Monday 12th – Saturday 17th Jan 2026 

Adoration:  No 8:15 am Adoration from Monday 12th – Sat 17th Jan 2026 

First Friday Adoration: Cancelled until further notice 

Reconciliation: No Saturday morning Reconciliation on 17th Jan 2026. The 4:00-5:00 pm before 
 the Vigil Mass will continue as normal 

Baptisms: 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month - 11:00 am and by appointment  

Weddings: By appointment  

Funerals: Please Contact the Parish Office 

 
Bulletin Reflection – The Baptism of the Lord (Year A) 
 
The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord brings the Christmas season to a close and turns our gaze toward 

the beginning of Jesus’ public mission. 

Jesus enters the waters of the Jordan not because he needs repentance, but to stand in solidarity with 

humanity. 

As he rises from the water, the heavens open, the Spirit descends, and the Father’s voice proclaims him 

the beloved Son. 

Through baptism, we too are claimed as God’s beloved children and entrusted with a mission. 

This feast invites us to renew our baptismal promises and to live with confidence as sons and daughters 

of God. 

As Ordinary Time begins, may we walk faithfully in the light we received at baptism, bearing Christ to the 

world. 

 
Wishing you all a Blessed Sunday!! 

May God bless you + 

In Christ Jesus and Mary 

Fr Jack Elkazzi 

168 Hawkesbury Road, Springwood, NSW, 2777 
PO Box 4410, Winmalee, NSW 2777 

Phone: 02 4754 1052; Emergency ONLY: 0474 631 168 

Support us!                     

Scan to donate 

DatDate: 10th January/11th January 2026   The Baptism of the Lord 
Mass Time: Acolyte  First Reading & Responsorial Psalm  Second Reading &    Music 
          Prayer of the Faithful    
Vigil 5:00 PM Ian Miles  Tanya Baldwin     Timothy Baldwin   Chris Wilson  
8:00 AM Randall Noney Georgia Cook     Domhnall MacCormac 
9:30 AM Bernard Ellis Katherine Mahns    Matt Aldous    Streeters   
 
 
Date: 17th January/18th January 2026   Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Mass Time: Acolyte  First Reading & Responsorial Psalm  Second Reading &    Music 
          Prayer of the Faithful    
Vigil 5:00 PM Ed Junis  Wilhelmina de Raadt    Felix Kobus    Chris Wilson 
8:00 AM Marek Grus Vicky Walker     Kim Crawford 
9:30 AM Phillip Saville Margaret Hickey    Peta Sparkes    Clemens del Rosario 

KID’S CORNER 

 

Just a Reminder: 

 

Fr Jack is away on his annual retreat from Monday 12th January 2026 - Saturday 17th January 

2026. 

During this time, the 8:15 am Adoration and 9:30 am Mass are cancelled. Same with the Saturday       

Reconciliation after the 9:30 am Mass. 

The Saturday 17th January 2026 4:00—5:00 pm Reconciliation, 5:00 pm Vigil Mass, Sunday 18th 

January 2026 8:00 am and 9:30 am Masses will continue as normal. 
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Recently Deceased: Elizabeth Boshell 
Sick: Melissa Couch, James Murray, Erlisa Argayoso, Allan Arias, Mary Coombs, Carl Johnson, John Hunia, Eva Fitzgerald, Philip Coggan, 
James Connor, Richard Ford, Julie Somerville, Fr Bob Bossini, Marama Watson.  
We also pray for private intentions including the sick, dying and the suffering.  
Due to the strict privacy laws, names of the deceased and sick can only be included in the Bulletin with the express permission of the immediate 
family. Thank you. 

PARISH AND DIOCESAN NEWS 

FINANCIALLY SUPPORTING OUR PARISH AND ITS 
WORKS: Please support our Parish and its projects. 

• Direct Debit: Please contact the Parish Office for more 
details. 

• Direct Deposit: Details are as follows: 
Bank Account Name: Springwood; BSB: 067-950 
Bank Account Number: 00000560 
Reference: Your name in full.  

FIRST COLLECTION: Proceeds go to the Board of              
Management. The fund supports the living expenses of the 
priests within our Diocese. 

SECOND COLLECTION: Collection is for the upkeep of 
our Parish of St  Thomas Aquinas—directly funding         
operational costs, pastoral activities and various programs that 
enrich our community.   

MASS OFFERING ENVELOPES are also available which can be 
used to express your ongoing generosity and support. Thank you.  

ST THOMAS AQUINAS  

CATHOLIC GIFTSHOP   

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY BREAK!  

Please note that our St Thomas Aquinas 
Catholic Giftshop is closed from      

Thursday 25 December 2025 up to 
Monday 2nd February 2026 and will 

reopen on Tuesday 3rd February 
2026.   

We thank everyone who shopped with 
us in 2025. We appreciate your support more than words 
can say. Your patronage keeps us going and we hope we 

could be of service to you again this New Year.          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Entrance Antiphon Cf Matthew 3:16-17 

After the Lord was baptised, the heavens were opened, 
and the Spirit descended upon him like a dove, 
and the voice of the Father thundered: 
This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased. 
 

First Reading Isaiah 42:1-4. 6-7 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

Here is my servant, my chosen one in whom I am well pleased. 

Thus says the Lord: 
Here is my servant whom I uphold, 
my chosen one in whom my soul delights. 
I have endowed him with my spirit 
that he may bring true justice to the nations. 
He does not cry out or shout aloud, 
or make his voice heard in the streets. 
He does not break the crushed reed, 
nor quench the wavering flame. 
Faithfully he brings true justice; 
he will neither waver, nor be crushed 
until true justice is established on earth, 
for the islands are awaiting his law. 
I, the Lord, have called you to serve the cause of right; 
I have taken you by the hand and formed you; 
I have appointed you as covenant of the people and 

light of the nations, 
to open the eyes of the blind, 
to free captives from prison, 
and those who live in darkness from the dungeon. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 28:1-4. 9-10. R. v.11 

(R.) The Lord will bless his people with peace. 

1. O give the Lord you sons of God, 
give the Lord glory and power; 
give the Lord the glory of his name. 
Adore the Lord in his holy court. (R.) 

2. The Lord’s voice resounding on the waters, 
the Lord on the immensity of waters; 
the voice of the Lord, full of power, 
the voice of the Lord, full of splendour. (R.) 

3. The God of glory thunders. 
In his temple they all cry: ‘Glory!’ 
The Lord sat enthroned over the flood; 
the Lord sits as king for ever. (R.) 

 
Second Reading Acts of the Apostles 10:34-38 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

God anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with power. 

Peter addressed Cornelius and his household: ‘The truth I 
have now come to realise’ he said ‘is that God does not 
have favourites, but that anybody of any nationality who 
fears God and does what is right is acceptable to him. 
‘It is true, God sent his word to the people of Israel, and it 
was to them that the good news of peace was brought by 
Jesus Christ – but Jesus Christ is Lord of all men. You 
must have heard about the recent happenings in Judaea; 
about Jesus of Nazareth and how he began in Galilee, 
after John had been preaching baptism. God had     
anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and   
because God was with him, Jesus went about doing good 
and curing all who had fallen into the power of the devil.’ 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation See Mark 9:8 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The heavens were opened and the Father’s voice was 

heard: 
this is my beloved Son, hear him. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Matthew 3:13-17 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

When Jesus was baptised, the heavens were opened and the 
Spirit of God came upon him. 

Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptised by 
John. John tried to dissuade him. ‘It is I who need baptism 
from you,’ he said ‘and yet you come to me!’ But Jesus 
replied, ‘Leave it like this for the time being; it is fitting that 
we should, in this way, do all that righteousness           
demands.’ At this, John gave in to him. 

As soon as Jesus was baptised he came up from the   
water, and suddenly the heavens opened and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming down on 
him. A voice spoke from heaven, ‘This is my Son, the  
Beloved; my favour rests on him.’ 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Communion Antiphon John 1:32,34 

Behold the One of whom John said: 
I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God. 

St Thomas Aquinas Parish Office is 

closed from Thursday, 25th of         

December 2025 until Monday, 2nd 

February 2026. The Parish Office will  

re-open on Tuesday, 3rd February 2026. 

During this time, Tuesday to Saturday 8:15 am Adoration 

and 9:30 am Mass will continue except from Monday 12th 

January 2026 up to Saturday morning of the 17th       

January 2026. There is also no 10:00 am Reconciliation on 

Saturday 17th January 2026. (Please note Fr Jack is on 

annual retreat from Monday 12th January 2026 up to 

Saturday morning of the 17th January 2026). 

Tuesday night Adoration (6:00 pm) and Mass (7:00 pm) are         

cancelled for the duration of the office closure. 

First Friday Adoration is also cancelled until further notice. 

Please note 4:00 pm-5:00 pm Saturday Reconciliation,    

5:00 pm Saturday Vigil Mass, 8:00 am and 9:30 am Sunday 

Masses will continue as normal. 

During the Christmas Holiday break, emails will not be      

regularly monitored. For URGENT or Emergency matters 

ONLY, please call our after-hours number on 0474 631 168. 

All non-urgent enquiries and invoices will be attended to   

upon our return from leave.  

Office Closure 
Notice 

INVITATION FOR A WEEKEND RETREAT 
Single adults, ages 18-35, are invited to join the Dominican Friars and 
Sisters for a weekend retreat at St Mary’s Towers, Douglas Park, NSW 
from 13-15 February 2026. The retreat will consist of talks,  discussion, 
silence, Eucharistic Adoration, the Sacrament of Confession, Mass, 
and time for fellowship. Places limited. Fee: $300 per person.  
https://www.trybooking.com/DHJBL 

Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses are now open for registration: 
Ministers of the Word, Extraordinary Ministers of Communion,         
Communion to the Sick & Dying and Ministers at the Altar to be held in 
Blacktown or Penrith in 2026. 
Enrolments will close on Friday, 23rd January 2026 or earlier if      
maximum capacity is reached. Please contact STA Parish Office for 
enrolment form or the Catholic Diocese of Parramatta Office for  
Worship directly on 0460 037 795; email: ofw@parracatholic.org 

COLLECT 

 

Almighty ever-living God, 

who, when Christ had been       

baptised in the River Jordan 

and as the Holy Spirit descend-

ed upon him, solemnly declared 

him your beloved Son, grant 

that your children by adoption, 

reborn of   water and the Holy 

Spirit, may   always be well 

pleasing to you. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

your Son, who lives and reigns 

with you in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘If you wish to be perfect, go, sell what  you own, give it to the 

poor and come, follow me.’ An orphan named Anthony heard 

these words proclaimed in his church in Egypt when he was 

twenty years old. He took them to heart, went into the desert, and 

lived a profoundly spiritual, disciplined life of penance, prayer, 

and good works. His example inspired so many followers that 

Anthony is often called the father of monasticism. 

St Anthony, Abbot, pray for us. 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cisa#isa042
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cact#act010
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListGosAc%7Cmrk#mrk009
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw003
https://www.trybooking.com/DHJBL

