SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR A 15th February 2026 SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR A 15th February 2026

Date: 14th February/15th February 2026 Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time P ,
Mass Time: Acolyte First Reading & Responsorial Psalm Second Reading & Music St Tﬁomas Aqulms ,Pa"rlSﬂ
. . . Pra_ver of the Faithful o 168 Hawkesbury Road, Springwood, NSW, 2777
Vigil 5:00 PM Phil Saville Anne Maureen Scarff Felix Kobus Chris Wilson PO Box 4410, Winmalee, NSW 2777 -
8:00 AM RandallNoney  Tanya Graham Kim Crawford Phone: 02 4754 1052; Emergency ONLY: 0474 631 168 Va |
9:30 AM Bernard Ellis Katherine Mahns Matt Aldous Clemens del Rosario Parish Email: soringwood@parracatholic.or :
Morning Tea: Parish Pastoral Council Parish Website: wﬁvwitachu%ﬁspringwood.org.au ST THOMAS AQUINAS
. . . . . . SPRINGWOOD
Date: 21st February/22nd February 2026 Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time Par!sh Face.b ?Ok Pag_e. St Thomas Aqt_Jmas Catholic Community Springwood '\/
Mass Time: Acolyte First Reading & Responsorial Psalm Second Reading & Music Parish Administrator: _ Fr Jack Elkazzi _
Prayer of the Faithful Par!sh Pas_toral Council: sprlngwoodparlshpc@gmall.com
Vigil 5:00PM  Marek Grus Tanya Baldwin Tamsyn Baldwin Chris Wilson Parish Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday 8.30 am - 3.30 pm
8:00AM Randall Noney  Vicky Walker Ros Comfort Weekend Masses: Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 pm, Sunday 8:00 am and 9:30 am
9:30 AM Phil Saville Margaret Hickey Peta Sparkes Streeters Weekday Mass: Tuesday 9:30am & 7:00 pm, Wednesday - Saturday: 9:30 am
Adoration: Tuesday 8:15am & 6:00pm, Wednesday - Saturday: 8:15 am
First Friday Adoration: Starting March 2026: Adoration & Confession - 8:15 am;
I First Friday Mass - 9:30 am will be offered for the Sacred Heart of Jesus
KI D S CO RN E R Reconciliation: Saturday after 9:30 am Mass and 4:00-5:00 pm before the Saturday Vigil Mass
Baptisms: 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month - 11:00 am and by appointment
. . Support us!
Weddings: By appointment Scan to donate
Funerals: Please Contact the Parish Office

We respect the Darug people and their elders both past and present, as the traditional custodians of this land on which we celebrate the Eucharist.

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A

Jesus wants us to make peace Find your way through the maze Bulletin Reflection — 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)
with those who we have wronged

. START In Matthew 5:17-37, Jesus deepens the Law rather than abolishing it. “You have heard it said... but |
When someone does wrong things against say to you.” He moves beyond external compliance to interior conversion. Anger becomes the seed of
me, | can make peace with them by.... murder. Lust distorts love. Falsehood corrodes trust.

Christ calls His disciples to integrity of heart. Holiness is not merely avoiding serious wrongdoing; it is
allowing grace to purify intentions. The Gospel reminds us that sin begins quietly—in thought,
resentment, hidden compromise.

Yet this teaching is not meant to discourage. It reveals the dignity of the human person. We are capable,
with God’s grace, of lives marked by truth, fidelity and purity of heart. The Christian life is not

- - minimalism—doing the least to “get by.” It is transformation.
When | do wrong things against someone,

| can make peace with them by.... As we examine our conscience this week, we might ask: Where is the Lord inviting me deeper? Where
do my words and actions need greater integrity? Christ fulfils the Law within us when we surrender our
hearts to Him.

May God bless you all +
In Christ Jesus and Mary
Fr Jack Elkazzi

. e m  m  m e e m e e e e = I
I STA LENTEN REFLECTION PROGRAM .
: I

You are warmly invited to participate in our parish Lenten Reflection Program, hosted by Fr Jack, as we journey
I together through the season of Lent.

These weekly gatherings will offer a time for prayer, reflection, and discussion, helping us to deepen our relationship
I with God and prepare our hearts for the celebration of Easter.

i Save the Dates:

i Thursday: 19 February 2026 — 7:00 pm ASS Lenten Program Booklet that will
| Wednesday: 25 February 2026 — 7:00 pm o sa»~¢ | beused in the program is now .
U . Wednesday: 4 March 2026 — 7:00 pm , . available to purchase, limited I
i ARE) S | Wednesday: 11 March 2026 — 7:00 pm ' = 't | stockleft. Please visit Parish .
------- ' - . Wednesday: 18 March 2026 — 7:00 pm A | =~ |BOliceoreSTASPrAgWood |
“When you are offering your git at the altar,if you I Wednesday: 25 March 2026 — 7:00 pm , Giftshop for more information.
remember that your brother or sister has something i

against you, leave your gift there before the altar = Venue: St Thomas Aquinas Parish, Springwood

and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, |
and then come and offer your gift.” -« FINISH

All welcome to attend one or all sessions. We encourage you to set aside this time during Lent for spiritual growth,
renewal, and community.

For further information, please contact the Parish Office. I
Matthew 5:23-24 & Creative Ministry Resources -
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Entrance Antiphon csesaim 30:3.4

Be my protector, O God,

a mighty stronghold to save me.

For you are my rock, my stronghold!

Lead me, guide me, for the sake of your name.

First Readlng Sirach 15:15-20
A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus
He never commanded anyone to be godless.
If you wish, you can keep the commandments,
to behave faithfully is within your power.
He has set fire and water before you;
put out your hand to whichever you prefer.
Man has life and death before him;
whichever a man likes better will be given him.
For vast is the wisdom of the Lord;
he is almighty and all-seeing.
His eyes are on those who fear him,
he notes every action of man.
He never commanded anyone to be godless,
he has given no one permission to sin.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm ps11s:1-2 4.5 17-18 3334

R. v.1

(R.) Happy are they who follow the law of the Lord!

1. They are happy whose life is blameless,
who follow God’s law!
They are happy those who do his will,
seeking him with all their hearts. (R.)

2. You have laid down your precepts
to be obeyed with care.
May my footsteps be firm
to obey your statutes. (R.)

3. Bless your servant and | shall live
and obey your word.
Open my eyes that | may consider
the wonders of your law. (R.)

4. Teach me the demands of your statutes
and | will keep them to the end.
Train me to observe your law,
to keep it with my heart. (R.)

Second Reading 1 corinthians 2:6-10
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
God in his wisdom predestined our glory before the ages began.
We have a wisdom to offer those who have reached
maturity: not a philosophy of our age, it is true, still less of
the masters of our age, which are coming to their end. The
hidden wisdom of God which we teach in our mysteries is
the wisdom that God predestined to be for our glory before
the ages began. It is a wisdom that none of the masters of
this age have ever known, or they would not have crucified
the Lord of Glory; we teach what scripture calls: the things
that no eye has seen and no ear has heard, things beyond
the mind of man, all that God has prepared for those who
love him.
These are the very things that God has revealed to us
through the Spirit, for the Spirit reaches the depths of
everything, even the depths of God.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation see vatthew 11:25

Alleluia, alleluial

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;

you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the
kingdom.

Alleluia!

Gospel watthew 5:17-37
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Such was said to your ancestors; but | am speaking to you.
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Do not imagine that | have
come to abolish the Law or the Prophets. | have come not
to abolish them but to complete them. | tell you solemnly,
till heaven and earth disappear, not one dot, one little
stroke, shall disappear from the Law until its purpose is
achieved. Therefore, the man who infringes even one of
the least of these commandments and teaches others to
do the same will be considered the least in the kingdom of
heaven; but the man who keeps them and teaches them
will be considered great in the kingdom of heaven.
‘For | tell you, if your virtue goes no deeper than that of
the scribes and Pharisees, you will never get into the
kingdom of heaven.
‘You have learnt how it was said to our ancestors: You
must not kill; and if anyone does kill he must answer for it
before the court. But | say this to you: anyone who is
angry with his brother will answer for it before the court; if
a man calls his brother “Fool” he will answer for it before
the Sanhedrin; and if a man calls him “Renegade” he will
answer for it in hell fire. So then, if you are bringing your
offering to the altar and there remember that your brother
has something against you, leave your offering there
before the altar, go and be reconciled with your brother
first, and then come back and present your offering. Come
to terms with your opponent in good time while you are
still on the way to the court with him, or he may hand you
over to the judge and the judge to the officer, and you will
be thrown into prison. | tell you solemnly, you will not get
out till you have paid the last penny.
‘You have learnt how it was said: You must not commit
adultery. But | say this to you: if a man looks at a woman
lustfully, he has already committed adultery with her in his
heart. If your right eye should cause you to sin, tear it out
and throw it away; for it will do you less harm to lose one
part of you than to have your whole body thrown into hell.
And if your right hand should cause you to sin, cut it off
and throw it away; for it will do you less harm to lose one
part of you than to have your whole body go to hell.
‘It has also been said: Anyone who divorces his wife must
give her a writ of dismissal. But | say this to you: everyone
who divorces his wife, except for the case of fornication,
makes her an adulteress; and anyone who marries a
divorced woman commits adultery.
‘Again, you have learnt how it was said to our ancestors:
You must not break your oath, but must fulfil your oaths to
the Lord. But | say this to you: do not swear at all, either
by heaven, since that is God’s throne; or by the earth,
since that is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, since that is
the city of the great king. Do not swear by your own head
either, since you cannot turn a single hair white or black.
All you need say is “Yes” if you mean yes, “No” if you
mean no; anything more than this comes from the evil
one.’

Communion Antiphon cspsaim 772030
They ate and had their fill,

and what they craved the Lord gave them;

they were not disappointed in what they craved.

Marama Watson.

Due to the strict privacy laws, r of the dec

family. Thank you.

Sick: Danielle Pace, Rowena Cook, Precious Tamayo, David Rees, Melissa Couch, James Murray, Erlisa Argayoso, Allan Arias, Mary
Coombs, Carl Johnson, John Hunia, Eva Fitzgerald, Philip Coggan, James Connor, Richard Ford, Julie Somerville, Fr Bob Bossini,

We also pray for private intentions including the sick, dying and the suffering.
d and sick can only be included in the Bulletin with the express permission of the immediate

PARISH AND DIOCESAN NEWS

FINANCIALLY SUPPORTING OUR PARISH AND ITS

WORKS: Please support our Parish and its projects.

o Direct Debit: Please contact the Parish Office for more
details.

o Direct Deposit: Details are as follows:

Bank Account Name: Springwood; BSB: 067-950

Bank Account Number: 00000560

Reference: Your name in full.

PLEASE NOTE: This is an official parish account linked to the

Diocese of Parramatta. Some banks may display automated

warning; this account is verified and legitimate. Please

proceed. Thank you for your donation.

FIRST COLLECTION: Proceeds go to the Board of

Management._The fund supports the living expenses of the

priests within our Diocese.

SECOND COLLECTION: Collection is for the upkeep of

our Parish of St Thomas Aquinas—directly funding

operational costs, pastoral activities and various programs that

enrich our community.

MASS OFFERING ENVELOPES are also available which can be

used to express your ongoing generosity and support. Thank you.

ASH WEDNESDAY
18TH FEBRUARY 2026

' Morning Adoration: 8:15am—9:15am
Mass: 9:30am and 7:00pm

STA Youth Group Opening Event: Sunday

22nd Feb2026 [=]3 I.'HE
5:30 pm—8pm oA
All years 7-12 students are invited to join this iy
special event which starts with the celebration of

[=] w2

the Holy Mass, followed with Games, BBQ,
Fellowship!

To register, scan the code or call / text Youth
Leader on 0433 686 362

Regular STA Youth Night Gathering

commences every second Friday of the month beginning on Friday
the 27th February 2026 from 6pm-8pm in front of the Parish
Office

CATECHISTS WANTED: As we begin the new school year, |
warmly invite you to consider becoming a Catechist in one of our six
local public schools. For just 30 minutes a week, we share the
message of God’s love with children. A set curriculum, student
workbooks, and full training and support are provided. Men and
women of all ages are welcome - perhaps you could fit this small but
meaningful commitment into your week. If you are unable to teach,
please consider supporting this ministry through prayer or by helping
cover the cost of student activity books. Your support truly makes a
difference. For more information or to register your interest, please
contact the Parish Office or speak with me: 0408 024 597

Thank you for your generosity - Vicky Walker, SRE Coordinator,

St Thomas Aquinas Parish, Springwood

THE SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS LADIES FELLOWSHIP
Meeting will be on Friday 20" February, following 9:30 a.m. Mass.
Join us for morning tea, and stay for our meeting. We are a very
social, friendly, happy group of ladies who enjoy each other’s
company. More members always welcome.

STA MORNING TEA VOLUNTEERS NEEDED STA morning
teas are on every first and third Sundays of the month. We are
looking for volunteers to assist rostered small groups twice a
year only. If you're able to help contact Colleen Kime on

0407 125 427. Thank you for considering a lending hand.

ST THOMAS AQUINAS
SPRINGWOOD GIFTSHOP IS
OPEN!

Please visit our shop located in the
parish office building. We are open
ii' Tuesday to Friday 9am-3pm and every
it Sunday 9am—11:30am.

Show your support by purchasing
sacramental gifts, religious gifts for

families or for your own spiritual
journey.

Still availMe for sale:
Franciscan Calendar 2026 at
$10 (only 2 left)

i

Franciscan
CALENDAR 2026

JESUIT REFUGEE SERVICE (JRS)

Springwood Parish has provided support to the Jesuit Refugee
Support Service for some years. JRS provide support and advocacy
for asylum seekers and refugees seeking safety in Australia. To
continue their valuable work, they rely on donations from parishes,
schools, individuals and community groups.

Their current priority need is for food vouchers from Coles, Aldi or
Woolworths (or cash), for their clients to purchase food and
necessities. Collection will be following all Masses on 28" Feb
and 1% March, 2026. We appreciate any support you are able to
provide. Thank you.

WORLD DAY OF PRAY Friday 6™ March, 2026 at the Uniting
Church. 4 Lewin St, Springwood; Time: 10:30 am Morning Tea.

11 am Service. Members of the STALF will be taking part in the
service. Come and join the WDP with our fellow friends of faith in the
Springwood Community.

One of the most beautiful acts of service
in our parish is bringing the presence of
Jesus in the Eucharist to those who are
sick, elderly, or unable to join us at Mass.
This ministry is not only a sacred duty but
also a profound gift of comfort,
companionship, and faith to those in need.
We are inviting parishioners who feel
called to serve as Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy Communion to the
Sick and Housebound. Training and
guidance will be provided, so no prior experience is necessary—only
a willing heart, a spirit of compassion, and a commitment to treat this
ministry with reverence.

If you would like to learn more or express your interest, please
contact the parish office on 02 4751 1052 or

email: springwood@parracatholic.org

Let us continue to be the hands and feet of Christ, bringing His love
and presence to all members of our community.



https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Csir#sir015
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cco1#co1002
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListGosAc%7Cmtw#mtw011
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw005

