
We respect the Darug people and their elders both past and present, as the traditional custodians of this land on which we celebrate the Eucharist. 
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St Thomas Aquinas Parish    

 

 

 

Parish Email: springwood@parracatholic.org 

Parish Website:  www.stachurchspringwood.org.au 

Parish Facebook Page: St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Community Springwood 

Parish Administrator: Fr Jack Elkazzi  

Parish Pastoral Council:  springwoodparishpc@gmail.com 

Parish Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday 8.30 am - 3.30 pm 

Weekend Masses: Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 pm, Sunday 8:00 am and 9:30 am 

Weekday Mass: Tuesday 9:30am & 7:00 pm, Wednesday - Saturday: 9:30 am  

Adoration:  Tuesday 8:15am & 6:00pm, Wednesday - Saturday: 8:15 am  

First Friday Adoration: Adoration & Confession - 8:15 am;  

 First Friday Mass - 9:30 am will be offered for the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Reconciliation: Saturday after 9:30 am Mass and 4:00-5:00 pm before the Saturday Vigil Mass  

Baptisms: 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month - 11:00 am and by appointment  

Weddings: By appointment  

Funerals: Please Contact the Parish Office 

Bulletin Reflection – 4th Sunday in Lent (Year A) 

“Lord, I believe.” With these words, the man born blind professes faith. Physical sight is restored, but more 
importantly, spiritual sight is awakened. 

The Gospel contrasts blindness and vision. The man who once could not see gradually recognises who 
Jesus is. Meanwhile, those who claim to see refuse to believe. Spiritual blindness is often rooted in 
pride—the refusal to admit need. 

Laetare Sunday brings a note of joy in the midst of Lent. Light is breaking through. Christ is not merely a 
teacher; He is the Light of the World. 

We might ask ourselves: Where do I need greater clarity? Are there areas of resistance in my life? Faith 
grows when we acknowledge our need for healing. 

As Easter approaches, may the Lord open our eyes—to His presence, to His mercy, and to the path He 
calls us to walk. 

May God bless you all + 
In Christ Jesus and Mary 
Fr Jack Elkazzi 

168 Hawkesbury Road, Springwood, NSW, 2777 
PO Box 4410, Winmalee, NSW 2777 

Phone: 02 4754 1052; Emergency ONLY: 0474 631 168 

Support us!                     

Scan to donate 

Date: 14th March / 15th March 2026    Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Mass Time: Acolyte  First Reading & Responsorial Psalm  Second Reading &    Music 
          Prayer of the Faithful    
Vigil 5:00 PM Phil Saville Anne Maureen Scarff    Felix Kobus    Chris Wilson  
8:00 AM Randall Noney  Tanya Graham     Domhnall MacCormac  
9:30 AM Bernard Ellis  Katherine Mahns    Matt Aldous    Clemens del Rosario 
Morning Tea: Church Cleaning 
 
Date: 21st March / 22nd March 2026    Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Mass Time: Acolyte  First Reading & Responsorial Psalm  Second Reading &    Music 
          Prayer of the Faithful    
Vigil 5:00 PM Ian Miles Tanya Baldwin     Tamsyn Baldwin   Chris Wilson  
8:00 AM Marek Grus Ros Comfort     Vicky Walker 
9:30 AM John Belfanti Margaret Hickey    Peta Sparkes    Streeters 
 

KID’S CORNER 

ST THOMAS AQUINAS         
SPRINGWOOD GIFTSHOP         
is offering a beautiful range of Catholic 
devotional items to support prayer, faith 
formation, and meaningful gift-giving. 
Available items include reverent      
images of Christ, crucifixes in various 
styles, holy water bottles, rosaries, and 
sacred artwork such as the Last      
Supper. There is also a lovely selection 
of statues, including a Pietà, Last     
Supper, and images of Our Lady, as 
well as other devotional pieces to    
enrich your home prayer space. 

For families, the shop features           
faith-based children’s books, including 
titles focused on Lent and Easter,      
helping young hearts grow in           
understanding of the liturgical seasons. 
All items have been thoughtfully      
chosen to inspire devotion and make 
special gifts for sacraments and other            
occasions. Parishioners are warmly    
invited to browse the collection and find 
something meaningful for themselves or 
a loved one. Please come support our 
parish Catholic giftshop! 
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Recently Deceased: Danielle Pace, Patricia Hood, John Hunia, Flordelis Ramos 

Sick: Larry Munn, Mary Green, Hannah Irene Argayoso, Rowena Cook, Precious Tamayo, David Rees, Melissa Couch, Erlisa Argayoso, 
Allan Arias, Mary Coombs, Carl Johnson, Philip Coggan, James Connor, Richard Ford, Julie Somerville, Fr Bob Bossini, Marama Watson.  
We also pray for private intentions including the sick, dying and the suffering.  

Due to the strict privacy laws, names of the deceased and sick can only be included in the Bulletin with the express permission of the immediate 
family. Thank you. 

PARISH AND DIOCESAN NEWS 

FINANCIALLY SUPPORTING OUR PARISH AND ITS 
WORKS: Please support our Parish and its projects. 

• Direct Debit: Please contact the Parish Office for more 
details. 

• Direct Deposit: Details are as follows: 
Bank Account Name: Springwood; BSB: 067-950 
Bank Account Number: 00000560 
Reference: Your name in full.  

PLEASE NOTE: This is an official parish account linked to the 
Diocese of Parramatta. Some banks may display automated 
warning; this account is verified and legitimate. Please        
proceed. Thank you for your donation. 

FIRST COLLECTION: Proceeds go to the Board of              
Management. The fund supports the living expenses of the 
priests within our Diocese. 

SECOND COLLECTION: Collection is for the upkeep of 
our Parish of St  Thomas Aquinas—directly funding         
operational costs, pastoral activities and various programs that 
enrich our community.   

MASS OFFERING ENVELOPES are also available which can be 
used to express your ongoing generosity and support. Thank you.  

ST THOMAS AQUINAS  
SPRINGWOOD GIFTSHOP IS OPEN!   

Please visit our shop located in the  
parish office building. We are open Tuesday to 

Friday 9am-3pm and every Sunday 9am—
11:30am.  

Our Parish Giftshop 
presents a beautiful 
new range of Lenten 
gifts, and seasonal 

treasures! From 
inspiring books and rosaries to unique 

religious art and thoughtful gifts, there’s 
something for everyone. Whether you’re 

looking for a special keepsake, a       
meaningful present, or simply wish to 

browse, we’d love for you to stop by and 
see what’s new. 

REGULAR STA YOUTH NIGHT GATHERING 
is held fortnightly on a Friday. Our next    
meeting is on the 27th of March from 6pm-
8pm in front of the Parish Office.                    

All years 7-12 students are invited to join. For more info call / text 
Youth Leader on 0433 686 362  

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION OPPORTUNITY 
A parishioner, in training to be a Spiritual Director, is seeking a 
couple of parishioners interested in receiving spiritual direction. 
This would commence early April. If interested email Chris at: 
currentofgraceministries@gmail.com 

STA Ladies Fellowship group is involved in social activities and 
discussions, has guest speakers and engages in some fundraising 
activities. All are invited to come along to participate in the Group. 
STA Ladies Fellowship will be held on Friday 20th March after 
9:30am Mass. This will include the Annual General Meeting. 
Any enquiries call Colleen Kime 0407 125 427. 

Saint Patrick  Saint Joseph  
- 17th March  - 19th March 

St Thomas Aquinas Parish  
Sacrament of Confirmation  

2026 Program 
Details and Enrolment Form are available on 
our website, at the back of the church / Parish 

Office. For more information, call 02 4754 1052 or                    
email: springwood@parracatholic.org or visit our website: 
www.stachurchspringwood.org.au 

Important Dates to Remember: 
Parent Only Information Sessions: 
Wednesday 29th April 2026 at 7pm, St Thomas Aquinas Church 
Wednesday 6th May 2026 at 7pm, St Thomas Aquinas Church 
Children and Parent Information Sessions: 
Saturday 16th May 2026 at 11am, St Thomas Aquinas Church 
Saturday 23rd May 2026 at 11am, St Thomas Aquinas Church 
Confirmation Date: Wednesday 27th May 2026 at 6:30pm, STA Church 

As our RCIA candidates continue their journey of faith toward full    
communion with the Church, let us surround them with our love,     
encouragement, and prayer. We invite you to join us in lifting them up 
to the Lord, asking that He strengthen their hearts, deepen their      
understanding of the Gospel, and fill them with the joy of His presence.  

Join us for the Stations of the Cross every 
Friday in Lent at 6:30pm, St Thomas Aquinas 
Church, Springwood NSW 

LENTEN CONFESSION TIMES - (Excluding Holy Week) 

Holy Week Confession Times: To be confirmed (TBC). 
Please do not leave Confession until the last minute, as Fr Jack is the 
only priest available. 

ST THOMAS AQUINAS LENTEN REFLECTION PROGRAM 
This is on every Wednesday: 18th and 25th of March 2026 at 7:00 
pm. Venue: St Thomas Aquinas Church, Springwood NSW. 
We encourage you to set aside this time during Lent for spiritual 
growth, renewal, and community. 

On Tuesday morning of the 24th March 2026, there will be no usual 
8:15 am Adoration and 9:30 am Mass at St Thomas Aquinas Church, 
Springwood NSW.  
Parishioners are invited instead to join a Welcoming Mass, a special       
celebration to mark the beginning of St Columba’s College school 
year and to warmly welcome new students, families, and staff into our 
community. This starts at 9:30 am at the St Columba’s College school 
grounds. Your presence will make this celebration even more     
meaningful. 

HELP WANTED: Readers for Palm Sunday (Vigil & Sunday       
Masses). Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter (Vigil and  Sunday 
Masses). Anyone interested please contact the parish office on        
02 4754 1052 or email: springwood@parracatholic.org. Thank you for 
considering this opportunity to bless others through the spoken Word 
during this meaningful season. 

Tuesdays: Fridays:  Saturdays: 

6:00pm – 6:45pm 
 

7:15pm (approx.) after 
Stations of the Cross 

After the 9:30am Mass; 
4pm – 4:45pm (Before Vigil 
Mass)  

Special Saturdays: 21st & 28th March 3pm – 4:00pm (Before Vigil)  

 
 
 
 
Entrance Antiphon Cf Isaiah 66:10-11 

Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. 
Be joyful, all who were in mourning; 
exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast. 
 

First Reading 1 Samuel 16:1. 6-7. 10-13 

A reading from the first book of Samuel 

The Lord said to Samuel, ‘Fill your horn with oil and go. I am 
sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I have chosen myself a 
king among his sons.’ When Samuel arrived, he caught sight 
of Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s anointed one stands 
there before him,’ but the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Take no notice of 
his appearance or his height for I have rejected him; God does 
not see as man sees; man looks at appearances but the Lord 
looks at the heart.’ Jesse presented his seven sons to Samuel, 
but Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen these.’ He 
then asked Jesse, ‘Are these all the sons you have?’ He        
answered, ‘There is still one left, the youngest; he is out looking 
after the sheep.’ Then Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send for him; we 
will not sit down to eat until he comes.’ Jesse had him sent for, a 
boy of fresh complexion, with fine eyes and pleasant bearing. 
The Lord said, ‘Come, anoint him, for this is the one.’ At 
this, Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him where he 
stood with his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord seized on David 
and stayed with him from that day on. 
 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 22 R. v.1 

(R.) The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

1. The Lord is my shepherd; 
there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures 
where he gives me repose. 
Near restful waters he leads me, 
to revive my drooping spirit. (R.) 

2. He guides me along the right path; 
he is true to his name. 
If I should walk in the valley of darkness 
no evil would I fear. 
You are there with your crook and your staff; 
with these you give me comfort. (R.) 

3. You have prepared a banquet for me 
In the sight of my foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; 
my cup is overflowing. (R.) 

4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me 
all the days of my life. 
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 

    for ever and ever. (R.) 
 

Second Reading Ephesians 5:8-14 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 

You were darkness once, but now you are light in the Lord; be  
like children of light, for the effects of the light are seen in      
complete goodness and right living and truth. Try to discover 
what the Lord wants of you, having nothing to do with the futile 
works of darkness but exposing them by contrast. The things 
which are done in secret are things that people are ashamed 
even to speak of; but anything exposed by the light will be      
illuminated and anything illuminated turns into light. That is why it 
is said: Wake up from your sleep, rise from the dead, and Christ 
will shine on you. 
 

Gospel Acclamation John 8:12 

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 
whoever follows me will have the light of life. 
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 

Gospel John 9:1-41 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had been blind from 
birth. His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or 
his parents, for him to have been born blind?’ ‘Neither he nor his 
parents sinned,’ Jesus answered, ‘he was born blind so that the 
works of God might be displayed in him. ‘As long as the day 
lasts I must carry out the work of the one who sent me; the night 
will soon be here when no one can work. As long as I am in the 
world I am the light of the world.’ 
Having said this, he spat on the ground, made a paste with the 
spittle, put this over the eyes of the blind man and said to him, 
‘Go and wash in the Pool of Siloam’ (a name that means ‘sent’). 
So the blind man went off and washed himself, and came away 
with his sight restored. 
His neighbours and people who earlier had seen him begging 
said, ‘Isn’t this the man who used to sit and beg?’ Some said, 
‘Yes, it is the same one.’ Others said, ‘No, he only looks like 
him.’ The man himself said, ‘I am the man.’ So they said to him, 
‘Then how do your eyes come to be open?’ ‘The man called 
Jesus’ he answered ‘made a paste, daubed my eyes with it and 
said to me, “Go and wash at Siloam”; so I went, and when I 
washed I could see.’ They asked, ‘Where is he?’ ‘I don’t know’ 
he answered. 
They brought the man who had been blind to the Pharisees. It 
had been a sabbath day when Jesus made the paste and 
opened the man’s eyes, so when the Pharisees asked him how 
he had come to see, he said, ‘He put a paste on my eyes, and I 
washed, and I can see.’ Then some of the Pharisees said, ‘This 
man cannot be from God: he does not keep the sabbath.’ Others 
said, ‘How could a sinner produce signs like this?’ And there 
was disagreement among them. So they spoke to the blind man 
again, ‘What have you to say about him yourself, now that he 
has opened your eyes?’ ‘He is a prophet’ replied the man. 
However, the Jews would not believe that the man had been 
blind and had gained his sight, without first sending for his     
parents and asking them, ‘Is this man really your son who you 
say was born blind? If so, how is it that he is now able to see?’ 
His parents answered, ‘We know he is our son and we know he 
was born blind, but we don’t know how it is that he can see now, 
or who opened his eyes. He is old enough: let him speak for 
himself.’ His parents spoke like this out of fear of the Jews, who 
had already agreed to expel from the synagogue anyone who 
should acknowledge Jesus as the Christ. This was why his   
parents said, ‘He is old enough; ask him.’ 
So the Jews again sent for the man and said to him, ‘Give glory 
to God! For our part, we know that this man is a sinner.’ The 
man answered, ‘I don’t know if he is a sinner; I only know that I 
was blind and now I can see.’ They said to him, ‘What did he do 
to you? How did he open your eyes?’ He replied, ‘I have told you 
once and you wouldn’t listen. Why do you want to hear it all 
again? Do you want to become his disciples too?’ At this they 
hurled abuse at him: ‘You can be his disciple,’ they said ‘we are 
disciples of Moses: we know that God spoke to Moses, but as 
for this man, we don’t know where he comes from.’ The man 
replied, ‘Now here is an astonishing thing! He has opened my 
eyes, and you don’t know where he comes from! We know that 
God doesn’t listen to sinners, but God does listen to men who 
are devout and do his will. Ever since the world began it is    
unheard of for anyone to open the eyes of a man who was born 
blind; if this man were not from God, he couldn’t do a thing.’ ‘Are 
you trying to teach us,’ they replied ‘and you a sinner through 
and through, since you were born!’ And they drove him away. 
Jesus heard they had driven him away, and when he found him 
he said to him, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’ ‘Sir,’ the man 
replied ‘tell me who he is so that I may believe in him.’ Jesus 
said, ‘You are looking at him; he is speaking to you.’ The man 
said, ‘Lord, I believe’, and worshipped him. Jesus said: ‘It is for 
judgement that I have come into this world, so that those without 
sight may see and those with sight turn blind.’ 
Hearing this, some Pharisees who were present said to him, ‘We 
are not blind, surely?’ Jesus replied: ‘Blind? If you were, you 
would not be guilty, but since you say, “We see”, your guilt     
remains.’ 
 

Communion Antiphon Cf John 9:11,38 

The Lord anointed my eyes: I went, I washed, 
I saw and I believed in God.  

Grant that, through the prayers 
and examples of St Patrick, our 
lives may be united to Christ our 
Saviour in a holy sacrifice of 
grace.  

We pray, O Lord, that, just 
as St Joseph served with 
loving care your Only Begotten 
Son, so we may be worthy to   
minister with a pure heart at your 
altar. 
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